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The Christmas season in the United States (and in my other parts of the world) is a glorious “mash-up” of 
sacred, secular, pagan, and commercial elements that offers up something for just about everyone. 

For example, during Advent (the four weeks leading up to Christmas) the spiritually inclined can focus on 
the “light” [Christ] illuminating the “darkness” and ponder the “God with us” [Incarnational] aspects of 
the birth of Jesus which is celebrated each year at Christmas. We may even use an Advent Calendar and/
or Advent Devotions to “count-down” the days until Christmas. 

For those of a more secular mindset (but also enjoyed by the religious!), there are the plethora of cultur-
al traditions that can be engaged in: the holiday office parties and neighborhood gatherings (both dimin-
ished by Covid, unfortunately), the “ugly” Christmas sweater parties, the secular “Christmas” movies and 
music (in all genres and by artists of every kind; the Hallmark Channel!), and the rituals that surround 
the way we decorate our homes--much of which comes from pre-Christian (pagan) sources; the ever-
green tree, wreaths, mistletoe, and the yule log, etc.  And, of course, the food and drink! We all have our 
favorites: eggnog, wassail, cookies, and what ever “comfort foods” that are “traditional” in our families 
of origin. 

And then, there are the overwhelming commercial aspects of the season with the emphasis on “gift” 
giving (we Americans have made the Christmas season the primary driver of annual retail sales both here 
and abroad). Within the business community, it’s a “good” Christmas if retail sales are “up” and a “bad” 
or “disappointing” Christmas if retail sales are “down” (or lower than anticipated or projected).

But there are other ways to approach these seasons that may bring a little more balance into our lives 
and put the cultural noise and expectations into some perspective. I’m thinking of a wonderful book by 
the late, great Madeline L’Engle, titled, Miracle on 10th Street (2019), which is a collection of her stories, 
essays, poems, journal entries, and letters, where she returned repeatedly to the beauty of Christmas, 
illuminating the holiday with her singular insight and imagination. It includes excerpts from her most 
cherished works, reflecting on Advent, Incarnation, Epiphany, mystery, and redemption.

Church Historian, Diana Butler Bass, who wrote the forward to the book describes it this way:

Miracle on 10th Street testifies to the Incarnation not with difficult theological words or philosophical 
arguments, but with the sort of poetry readers of Madeleine L’Engle surely expect. But something else 
happens in this collection as well: L’Engle does not explain the Incarnation with lovely language, but she 
guides us into it with the skill of a spiritual director and the insight of a mystic. “Observe and contem-
plate,” she invites in her poem Love’s incarnate birth, “Make real. Bring to be.”

Approaching Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany from a Different Angle
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This is the very thing we do not do in December—with the busyness of the days and an almost careless 
over-familiarity with the holiday. We have come to take Christmas for granted. . . We have lost its lan-
guage, its mystery. We have forgotten how to see this season, one shaped by the paradoxes of dark and 
light. But L’Engle never scolds or chastises readers to remember the true meaning of Christmas. Instead, 
she calls us to attend and reflect upon the commonplace of December days. Go beyond the planning and 
parties and presents and even the church services. Go deeper, pay attention: Observe and contemplate.

The entire season from Advent through Epiphany is, in effect, an invitation to “mindfulness.”

Could we truly experience Christmas mindfully, living this holy season attentive to the presence of God-
with-us? Can we practice Incarnation?

Practice Incarnation. What an amazing possibility! 1

I don’t know about you, but I love these ideas! It just might change what for many has become a 
“bah-humbug,” world-weary response to the cultural “mash-up” that is “American” Christmas.

Blessings,

Scott Kenefake
Transitional Senior Pastor

  

 

1 From the Foreword by Diana Butler Bass, in Madeleine L’Engle, Miracle on 10th Street and Other 
Christmas Writings (2019).
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SESSION MEETING NOTES - November 14, 2021
                                                          
Session Actions:

• Renewed the contract with Rev. Dr. Scott Kenefake to serve as Transitional Senior Pastor for another    
        year.

• Approved the Personnel Committee to solicit donations for annual staff holiday recognition.

Informational Items:

• The Pastor Nominating Committee has been meeting and working on the Ministry Information Form  
        (MIF) which is the first step in the search process for a new pastor. They hope to have the MIF ready    
        for approval by the Session in January.

• The Racial Justice Task Force has completed small group meetings with church members and plan to
        reach out to community members involved in racial justice issues for their input.

• Stewardship letters will go out to the congregation soon.

• There has been very good response to the capital campaign.

• The Larry Crow property land survey has been completed.  Soon there will be a survey of the timber
        on the property to determine its value.

• Repairs to the church offices caused by the flood are almost complete.

• Design of the new church website is nearly complete. It is expected that the new website will be up
        and running shortly after Thanksgiving.

Thank you for your support as we have strived to follow the spirit that calls us to minister to one another 
and to our broader community.  Please consider additional financial support to help us exceed our 2021 
budgetary goals for mission and outreach and address the misery that has affected so many this year. 

Two suggestions are:

       If you did not pay the per capita of $44/active member, please consider reimbursing the church for
       the appropriate amount.
       If you are the recipient of an RMD (Required Minimum Distribution), please consider 
       First Presbyterian Church in the allocation of funds.

If you have questions, please call me (812-332-1514) or email me (mary@fpcbloomington.org).

Report of the Treassurer



Balance on Hand January 1, 2021 $0.00

Income

Prepaid pledges for 2022

Current pledges and contributions of record 395,224.20            

Future pledges and contributions of record -                          

Prior pledges -                          

Plate Offering 413.00                    

Building Use Income 661.00                    

Miscellaneous, Reimbursements, Transfers  202,036.75            

Bank Interest 10.02                      

Ledger entries 0.51                         

Total Receipts 598,345.48           

Disbursements

Payroll

Non-payroll GF (322,103.57)           

Other GF Checks/Disb (includes fund transfers, non budgeted items) (137,338.87)

Total Disbursements (110,244.02) (569,686.46)         
Balance on Hand October 31, 2021 $28,659.02

Special Funds, Balance on Hand October 31, 2021 $82,619.07

Endowment (New Covenant Funds): Balance on Hand  October 31, 2021 95,068.80$           

Reserve Fund  October 31, 2021 126,533.10$          

Campaign Fund  October 31, 2021 40,317.78$            

Campaign Fund Mortgage Balance (monthly payments: 4,934.50, ) (69,684.87)$          4.97%

Parking Lot Fund  October 31, 2021 54,644.07$            

Parking Lot Mortgage (monthly payments: 2,413.99) (193,860.31)$        2.75%

Mary C. McClellan

Treasurer

General Fund 

 Report of the Treasurer
October 31, 2021
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This class discusses Bible passages based on the weekly Revised Common Lectionary, primarily used by the 
ministers in their sermons.  The class uses a PCUSA curriculum, Feasting on the Word to enrich the study.  
No prior Biblical knowledge is necessary, and you won’t feel lost if you miss a session. Volunteers take 
turns leading the spirited discussion.
In person study on Sunday mornings at 10:00am in Room 5.  Jim Ernest coordinates this class. The on-
line Lectionary class is not meeting currently. We anticipate starting a short-term Bible study that will be 
offered online

Faith Forum is an exciting way to understand how your Christian faith relates to contemporary issues—
theological, social, political, environmental, and historical. The forum discussion is led by an expert in the 
field coming from FPC, the local community, and/or the PCUSA denomination. Faith Forum is provided in 
three formats:

1. In person on Sunday mornings at 10:00am in Room 7.

2. Virtually through zoom connections with Room 7 at 10:00am on Sundays. The zoom link will appear in 
the Friday announcements before the Sunday class.

3. Recordings after Sunday: On FPC’s vimeo site: vimeo.com/showcase/fpcchristianed

Questions? Contact Gary Crow at gcrow@iu.edu 

Adult Education: December Opportunities

Lectionary Bible Study

Faith Forum
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December Faith Forums include:

December 5: Pastor Nominating Committee—Process and Feedback

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has been meeting regularly for a couple of months and we want to pro-
vide you with information about the process and get your viewpoint as we prepare the Ministry Information Form 
(MIF). The MIF enables pastors who may be interested in the position to learn more about our FPC congregation 
and its hopes for pastoral leadership. Members of the PNC will be in Room 7 and through zoom. 

December 12: Mass Incarceration: A Question of Faith

We’ve heard many of the statistics: the United States has the world’s highest incarceration rate, with over 2 million 
people in our country’s prisons and jails, representing an increase of 500% over the last 40 years.  People are re-
ceiving prison sentences (and longer sentences at that) more often.  And all this disproportionately effects people 
of color.  An “eye for an eye” right?  Or is it “forgive, and you will be forgiven”?  Come join Pastor Kelley and learn 
about what our faith tells us about this issue at the heart of justice and mercy.

December 19: Origins of our favorite Christmas carols and hymns

If you’re in the mood for Christmas music a little early, join us to hear some background stories for selected famil-
iar Christmas carols or hymns.  You can then join in the singing, or just listen to the music. If you have a particular 
favorite, contact Karen Watts (karen.bush.watts@gmail.com ) by Dec. 16 with your request.

December 26: No Faith Forum

From the Senior Pastor Nominating Committee
As we work towards our goal of nominating a candidate for a pastoral position, The Pastor Nominating Committee 
(PNC) is in the midst of preparing our Ministry Information Form (MIF). We are seeking feedback from the congre-
gation on two topics: What is the vision of the future of our church? What are the characteristics in a pastor who 
will help us achieve that vision? We will hold a Faith Forum on Sunday, December 5, at which time we’ll report on 
our process and progress so far as well as engage in a conversation regarding who we want to be and where we 
want to go in the future. If you are unable to attend or would rather speak to a PNC member directly, please reach 
out to one of us. We look forward to hearing from you.

Gary Crow (co-chair)           gcrow@indiana.edu      
Nancy Voskuil (co-chair)      nvoskuil@mccsc.edu  
Dan Conkle                         conkle@indiana.edu     
Karen Hahn                        kaehahn@gmail.com    
Jeff  Main                             JMain@rwbaird.com
Addie Schmucker            sadiedogrocks@gmail.com
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“When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. During the Advent and Christmas season, we 
journey through scriptures and rituals that are tender, heavy with emotion, and vulnerable. We carry the 
memories and truths of this season close to our hearts. The Close to Home theme acknowledges the “al-
ready but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and yet, God’s promised day—our everlast-
ing home—is not fully realized. It names our deep longing for God to come close to us.

The Advent and Christmas scriptures are rich with home metaphors and imagery. In these scriptures, 
home is both physical and metaphorical, something we seek and something we are called to build. In 
many ways, these scriptures are like blueprints—detailing the dreams of a God who makes a home with 
us. Ultimately, God is our home and resting place. God draws near and makes a home on earth; sacred 
ground is all around us.

This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who dwells intimately with us. May we expand safety and 
sanctuary for everyone wandering far from home. May we come home—wherever home is found—to live 
fully with joy, hope, and courage.”
                                 - A Sanctified Art

Family Devotionals and Advent Calendars following our Close to Home theme are available in the 
Welcome Center to anyone who would like to participate at home.

Here is the link to the digital version:

https://7fffa99f-6b20-43a0-8c3d-5f48142158a2.usrfiles.com/ugd/7fffa9_
689b35aa4ed44951b1c8da0127a27c92.pdf

https://7fffa99f-6b20-43a0-8c3d-5f48142158a2.usrfiles.com/ugd/7fffa9_689b35aa4ed44951b1c8da0127a27c92.pdf
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“Saturday, December 4 - 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 
Come help us prepare for the season with the greening of the church

Sunday, December 5  - 11:00 a.m. 
Join us for worship on the Second Sunday of Advent - Peace

Sunday, December 12 -  11:00 a.m.  
Music Sunday!  The choir accompanied by strings, will sing Haydn’s Mass in worship as we celebrate the 
Third Sunday of Advent - Joy

Sunday, December 12 - 5:00 p.m. 
The Deacons are hosting a Longest Night worship service, focused on finding a place a comfort for those 
who may find some difficulty at this time of year

Sunday, December 19  - 11:00 a.m. 
Join us for worship on the Fourth Sunday of Advent - Love

Sunday, December 19 - 4:00 p.m. 
The children from First Presbyterian Church and Trinity Episcopal Church lead us in a special service for the 
Christmas Pageant!

Friday, December 24 at 5:30 pm 
Lessons & Carols candlelight service

Friday, December 24 at 10:00 pm 
Lessons & Carols candlelight service with communion

Sunday, December 26 – 11:00 a.m.
Come prepared to sing for this special worship service after Christmas 

FPC, December 2021 Advent Opportunities
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Sherry Knighton-Schwandt, on behalf of the Racial Justice Task Force

                                                Over the past several months, the FPC Racial Justice Task Force has been 
                                                meeting to discern the church’s vision for being a Matthew 25 church focused
                                                on dismantling structural racism and what that means for us as believers in 
                                                Jesus Christ.   We have engaged in many discussions and provided educational
                                                opportunities for understanding our country’s history and culture that 
                                                systematically advantages the white population over populations of color.   

                                                The task force wishes to thank those who participated in the recent small group
                                                conversations which gave participants an opportunity to talk about and 
                                                understand each other’s historical reference to racial differences, 
                                                as well as to identify ways that our congregation might advance its commitment 
to racial justice.  We also learned about the many ways in which our congregation and its committees are 
already committed to this mission and acting in just ways to help break down racial barriers.  

Over the next few months, the task force will develop goals and present them to the Session for moving 
the congregation forward in this regard.  

I am reminded of Proverbs 29:18 – “Where there is no vision, the people perish.”  We know that it is God 
who uses visions to equip his church for faithful living, and the task force believes that earnest prayer is 
needed for asking God to equip us to walk humbly and to live and act by faith in our desire to serve those 
who have long been marginalized.  We ask that you join us in earnest prayer as we seek God’s vision for 
our church.  

If you would like to speak with members of the Racial Justice Task Force, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to me or the following task force members:

A Vision for being a Matthew 25 Church

Sue Connell                   Paul Rothrock
Gary Crow                     Nicholas Swank
Allan Edmonds             Scott Kenefake
David Giedroc              Kelley Jepsen
Sarah Harriss
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Each year during the Advent and 
Christmas season, we turn our eyes 
to Bethlehem and celebrate 
the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

We offer our gifts during this Advent Season 
to the Christmas Joy Offering because God shows
 us the power and importance of being together, 
of “being with.” We might not be able to meet 
face to face with those who need the support that 
our gifts provide, be we are very much still together. 

We see the potential of students of color 
who will become our leaders and we seek to come 
alongside them, to encourage them, to be together 
with them. And we see church workers who have 
critical financial needs and we come alongside them, 
to assist them — we are with them. And we see the witness of the whole Church, either gathered in build-
ings or connected home to home, member to member, sharing what we have, together. 

God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time and place, but those leaders often 
need to be supported by their communities as well. This Offering addresses the support needed by some 
of our leaders, including supporting leadership development for communities of color (50%),
and providing support for Presbyterian church workers in their time of need (50%).

Please consider giving generously to this Special Offering,
now through December 19.

You may place your donation in the special envelopes located in the pew backs and at the 
Welcome Center in the Narthex.  You may also mail checks to First Presbyterian Church, 
221 E. 6th St., Bloomington, IN 47408.  

Please write JOY on the memo line.  Or you can contribute online by going to the church website: 
https://www.fpcbloomington.org/   Click on the Giving tab, then on the green Give Now button that will 
allow you to set up your donation. Please include in the Notes section that this is for the JOY offering.
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FPC CHRISTMAS COFFEE SALE
Sunday, December 5, 2021, after worship

Stop by the cart and see the delicious, organic, free-trade products available.  If you pre-ordered, your gift 
bag of Equal Exchange products will by packed and ready for payment.  Don’t forget to pick out a bonus 

chocolate bar or box of tea for ordering early!

 If you need a different pick-up date, 
please contact debbiconkle@gmail.com

Thank you for your support of small-scale 
farmers and our mission work in Posoltega, 
                           Nicaragua. 
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                                                                                      Date:  Thursday, December 16 at 1:00
                                                                                     
                                                                                      Where:  On Zoom

The program will include some of our favorite carols 
and Christmas songs, with appropriate readings.  
You can sing along at home, or just watch the videos 
of famous choirs and musical groups as they lead the singing.  

                                            All are invited!
 
A Zoom link will be provided in the FPC email the week of Dec. 10. 

                                                                                        

                                                                      

Join with the Presbyterian Women for a Virtual Carol Sing
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                                                                  The Christmas Store is Back In Person!

                                   December 11-12

                                                                     The store this year will take place on:  Saturday, December 11
                                                                                 starting after the pageant rehearsal.  We will be posting a link
                                                                                 to a Signup Genius reservation chart.  Traditionally eligible  
                                                                                 shoppers are K – 8th grade.  Shopping list/payment 
                                                                                 envelopes are available in classes or at the Welcome Center.  
                                                                                 Remember gifts are only $1.00.  Masks required.

Per our arrangements with the church, we have a limit of participants in Lyman Hall at any given time.  
Shopping helpers will wear disposable gloves and will be the only ones allowed to handle the gift items. 

Christmas Auction 

Items selected will be displayed in a catalog available 
with a link on the church website.  Bidding instructions 
will be stated on that catalog.

Cash and Carry Store

New this year will be a catalog with priced items that are available to sell at the listed price.  A link will also 
be on the church website.  Ruth Holman will be updating inventory as items are purchased.  
Her contact information will be posted with the catalog.  

Sunday December 12  All-Comers Christmas Store/Auction – Lyman Hall 

First and foremost:  masks and social distancing are required.  
Peruse the auction table with the latest bids.  Final bids at 12:30.  
Shop the cash and carry table with prices listed.
Gift shop all other available items for sale by “generous donation”. 

Lastly items donations need to arrive by 2:00 Friday, Dec. 10.  They can be left in the laundry basket in 
the narthex and will be stored securely in the parlor.  Perishable donations need to arrive by noon 
Saturday or Sunday. Dec. 11 or 12.  

Sponsored by Koinonia Circle

                                                       Children’s Christmas Store 2021

                                                                             Follow this link to the Sign Up Genius reservation chart:
                                                                 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e4da5aa2baafe3-childrens

                                                                       To allow shoppers privacy, separating your children’s appointments 
                                                              would be preferrable but we’ll try to keep their shopping choices secret. 
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By Norm Holy and Allan Edmonds

It is almost impossible that we will reduce our consumption of fossil fuels in time to keep global warming 
within desired bounds. Additional ways of drawing CO2 from the atmosphere are required.

Forests are one of the easiest and cheapest ways to remove CO2 from the atmosphere. 

For centuries, however, logging has eaten away at global forests. The Amazon rain forest is being convert-
ed to pastureland. All over the world, forests are bulldozed to build housing. Already we have removed 
around 50 percent of the forest cover on Earth.

A total of 131 countries have recently signed a declaration aimed at reducing deforestation, a hopeful 
sign!

Worldwide, a total of 15 billion trees are logged each year. The replacement rate, both natural plus plant-
ed, is currently about 5 billion. If we really want forests to reduce atmospheric CO2, then we should plant 
something like 20 billion trees per year for 50 years.  For comparison, Indiana plans to plant one million 
trees over five years — a drop in the bucket! All countries must up their game big time in order to have a 
chance. But where is the will for that kind of effort?

There’s another reason to worry that forests can actually serve such a big role in reducing CO2. Rising 
temperatures will render the boreal forests in Canada and Russia open to destruction by pine beetles, 
compounding the more direct human logging. 

We must plant trees in a hurry. But other as yet unproven technological approaches to removing carbon 
will certainly be required.

Forests to Store Carbon?
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Does it seem possible that the Christmas season is upon us?  
Reflecting upon the season, many thoughts come to my mind.  
With God so freely giving us His son, Jesus Christ, it seems like a
time for giving back. 

Yes, we give presents at Christmas, but is that alone really enough?  
I am thinking of someone who told me that in the past she had spent 
many Christmas times eating her TV dinner alone.  
This just shouldn’t happen.  How can we help prevent such things from occurring?

We should keep in mind at Christmas that people are more important than things.  Things can be mend-
ed.  Hurt feelings can’t.  Even at the joyous time of Christmas, sometimes nerves are on edge and tem-
pers flare.  We get irritated with the responsibilities that seem to go with Christmas and forget sometimes 
the joy of the spirit of Christmas

Let’s remember to put others first at this happy season. I am sure our Heavenly Father will be happy 
with us.  And while we are at it, let’s give back in some way at Christmas.  So many opportunities present 
themselves.  We just need to keep our eyes and ears open.
 
God bless each one of you and have a very merry Christmas and a happy and blessed New Year. 

Putting Others First at Christmas By Pat Stackhouse
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12/2 - David Kory, Hallie Schmucker
12/4 - Mathew Baldwin
12/5 - Bill Jones, Bev Tevault
12/6 - Megan Becker
12/7 - Lisa Deinlein
12/9 - Nancy Voskuil
12/10 - Sharon Rout
12/11 - Dale Hepfer
12/12 - Patsy Smith, Nasrin Hepfer
12/13 - Tressa Rauh, David Haeberle

12/15 - Greg Buse, Nancy McKelvey, Doris    
              Figel
12/17 - Andrew Swank
12/20 - John Connell
12/22 - Sam Buse
12/23 - Ellen Stern, David Weaver
12/26 - Mary McClellan
12/27 - David McFarland
12/28 - Cathy McFarland, Michael Williams
12/30 - David Goris
 



December 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

 Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day

Christmas Eve Christmas

New Year’s Eve

9 am Fall clean up
10 am Hanging the 
greens

10 am Sunday School
11 am Worship Service
(Communion)
12 pm PNC Meeting

5:30 pm
Emmaus Group

7:30 pm
Deacons Meeting 

7pm Choir practice

9 am Chritmas 
Pageant rehearsal
10 am Chritmas 
Store and Auction

10 am Chritmas Store
10 am Sunday School
11 am Worship Service
12 pm PNC Meeting
4 pm Longest Night 
Service
6 pm FPC Session

5:30 pm
Racial Justice TF

12 pm
Prayer Gathering
1pm
PW Virtual Carol 
Sing
7pm Choir practice

9 am Chritmas 
Pageant rehearsal

10 am Sunday School
11 am Worship Service
12 pm PNC Meeting
4 pm Chritmas Pageant

11: 30 am
Emmaus Group

6 pm
Theology on Tap 6 pm

Membership Ctte 7pm Choir practice

5: 30 pm
Chritmas Eve 
Family Service
10 pm Christmas Eve 
Traditional Service 
with Communion

10 am Sunday School
11 am Worship Service
12 pm PNC Meeting

7pm Choir practice


