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Adult Education in January

 Start the year off with a commitment to Christian Education and mark your calendar for an opportunity
 to stay in touch with other FPC members.  Here are some exciting adult education offerings for January 
 and beyond.

 Lectionary Bible Study—Every Tuesday evening at 8:00pm.
 This ongoing class gives you the opportunity to delve deeply into the Lectionary passages for the prev
 ous Sunday and be part of a supportive, energetic group. The class discusses Bible passages based on 
 he weekly Revised Common Lectionary and uses the curriculum, Feasting on the Word, to enrich the 
 study.  Volunteers take turns leading the spirited discussion. No prior Biblical knowledge is necessary.
 The class meets on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm through Zoom.

 Zoom link and Passcode (NOTE: you will need a passcode to enter the meeting) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82820692230?pwd=c016Y0w4eUFUT1BPMEpBRmNiTVFDdz09 

 Meeting ID: 828 2069 2230
 Passcode: 082786

 The Friday announcements will include material for each week’s class.
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 The Lure of Genetic Technology and its Implications—Part 1—Thursday, January 7 at 7:30pm
 
 Genetic technology has changed our world and continues to do so, whether we like it or not.  Access
 to our DNA and information about it has become widely available, leading to potentially embarrassing
 discoveries.  Genetic engineering to cure inherited diseases like cystic fibrosis or haemophilia may allow
 us to “play God” before a child is born. Genetic engineering also allowed us to move quickly to identify
 vaccines for COVID-19, but in limited supplies resulting in ethical questions involved in their distribution.
 Join with us to discuss case studies involving life and death decisions that have no easy answers from a 
 Christian perspective. The session will be led by Karen Bush (Watts) and Dan Watts and will be held by
 zoom on Thursday, January 7 at 7:30pm. The Zoom link will be provided in the Friday announcements. 

 Implications of Genetic Technology: Part 2—Thursday, January 14 at 7:30pm

 Alteration of our genetic makeup has become possible through the use of recent biotechnology break
 throughs such as the CRISPR technology that was just the subject of the Nobel Prize in Medicine. Come
 join Karen and Dan Watts in discussions about the ethical, moral, and legal implications of genetic 
 technology as it affects multiple aspects of our lives.  Topics involving human and agricultural crop
 “enhancement” via gene modification and issues surrounding the wider availability and implications of
 the sharing of personal genetic information will be discussed. Karen and Dan both teach courses at IU on
 societal and ethical issues involved in biotechnology. Join us on Zoom.  The Zoom link will be available in
 the Friday announcements preceding the session.

 Upcoming adult education offering
 Book study: Walter Brueggemann’s Virus as a Summons to Faith: Biblical Reflections in a Time of Loss, 
 Grief, and Uncertainty.

 Much of our conversation during the last almost one year have centered on the medical issues of the 
 COVID-19 virus.  While this is understandable, the virus has spiritual implications around the loss, grief,
 and uncertainty many of us feel during this period.  Walter Brueggemann, an outstanding Old Testament
 scholar and a professor emeritus at Columbia Theological Seminary enriches our reflections of how Old
 Testament teachings bring to this pandemic a deeper understanding of our relationship to God and to
 each other.  Rev. David Rosen, an ordained Presbyterian minister, a student of Brueggemann, and an
 active partner with us at FPC will lead this discussion.  The book study will meet once a week for five
 weeks.  More information regarding the zoom link, date, and time will be provided in upcoming First
 Press issues.
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 C.S. Lewis III: Starting January 15

 C.S. Lewis authored numerous fictional and non-fictional works that dramatize various Christian ideals.
 Laura Gardner, our resident Lewis enthusiast and expert, has ably led small group discussions on “The
 Great Divorce” and Screwtape Letters.” Each series covered a six-week period. Starting January 15 (1
 p.m. on Zoom), Laura will lead a third series, “Letters to Malcolm: Chiefly on Prayer.”

 A study guide from the C.S. Lewis Institute describes this work as: “not so much … an instruction manual 
 on prayer as a brilliant course on prayer appreciation. Just as art or music enrichment classes take you
 deeper so that you can enjoy and unlock the genre’s riches, so does ‘Letters to Malcolm’ take you 
 deeper into the mysteries of prayer. As a great poem helps you feel things about life or love that you
 might have overlooked or barely paid attention to, so ‘Letters to Malcolm’ will engage you in reflections
 on the dynamics of prayer to which you may never have paid attention.”

 Who can think of a better way to spend a few winter days! If you are interested in joining-in, please 
 contact Small Group Committee chair Paul Rothrock at prothrock73@gmail.com for the Zoom link or
 further information.

 Thank you so much for supporting Heifer International again this year during our 32nd annual Heifer
 Market.  We raised $10,680!!  Your participation in our virtual event on November 29th, and your 
 generous contributions, are so appreciated.  In a year where everything is more difficult, it is wonderful
 that we are able to continue to support Heifer International at such a significant level.  

Much gratitude to all!

Heifer Market Thank You!
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 The Outreach Committee thanks all who have given so 
             generously of their time, and all who have
                    supported recent events in order 
                            to help those in need!
 
               Thank you so much!

 Late November and early December were filled with projects that traditionally take lots of in-person 
 hands-on work. This year those projects had to be transformed into virtual online projects.  The coordi
 nators and workers not only carried out their usual duties, but added in lots of extra effort to make the
 events work in a new way. We thank them for all their dedication in the midst of the pandemic.  For
 each of the projects, there were others working behind the scenes making it all happen.  Thanks to
 Sandra Canizares, Steve Creech, and Kelley Jepsen, to name a few.

 Heifer Market -  Thanks to all who contributed to Heifer International in an effort to provide animals and 
 education to combat hunger and poverty in the U.S. and beyond.  For those who were unable to watch,
 Mary Beth Novy and Addie worked many hours to put together a most amazing Heifer Market Zoom
 event on November 29.  Mary Beth has coordinated the market for more than 15 years and was able to
 share photos and stories illustrating the rich history of FPC’s connection with Heifer International.  Her
 daughter Addie skillfully used video clips, farm visits, and animal information to present ways to help
 hungry families.  And Kelley Jepsen told of her involvement with Heifer International as a youth and that
 her decision to go into ministry was in part due to that involvement.   
 “My mom and I were so excited when we saw such high numbers for this year’s Heifer Market.  At the
 end of the Zoom we had $9780 (plus more since then) We don’t have a solid number yet but it’s very
 likely we reached and exceeded $10,000!!!”  - Addie Schmucker, youth elder and member of the 
 Outreach Committee in 2020   

 The Angel Tree – Members of FPC stepped up to purchase gifts for 40 elderly local people who 
 otherwise might not have received any gifts this Christmas.  Thanks to those members and to Ginny 
 Coppedge for organizing and carrying out this wonderful project!  Ginny and husband Jim delivered the
 gifts to Area 10 Agency on Aging for distribution.  

 The Christmas Store and Auction - The Presbyterian Women’s group, Koinonia, put in many hours of
 work and succeeded in raising $1,000 to send to our partner church in Posoltega, Nicaragua, to provide
 small gifts and joy to the children of the village.  Additional proceeds will be given to groups helping 
 children locally.  And as always, the Christmas Store made it possible for our own FPC children to 
 purchase gifts for their family members. Thanks to all members of Koinonia, especially Gail Dunning, 
 Ruth Holman, and Karen Bush Watts.  And thanks to all who donated items and purchased gifts – making 
 it a meaningful circle of giving.

Thank you for sharing God’s love through your amazing care for others!
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New Dawn, New Day, New Life by Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake

 One of Michael Bublé’s biggest hits is a song, titled: “Feeling Good.”

 https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/michaelbuble/feelinggood.html

  A portion of the lyrics have this refrain:

 It’s a new dawn
 It’s a new day
 It’s a new life
 For me
 And I’m feeling good
 I’m feeling good

 These words may sound a bit too optimistic for a world that is currently living through a global 
 pandemic, but (for me) they capture the inherent paradox of life on earth: hope amid despair, 
 lament amid joy, and happiness amid sorrow.  We live in a “both/and” world, not an “either/or” one.

 Scripture, of course knows this reality well.  For example, many of the Psalms (44, 60, 74, 79, 80, 85, 90)
 focus on either individual or corporate lament.  The reading and reflection on these psalms are intended
 to express empathy for people suffering as a result of great loss. 
 
 Conversely, many other Psalms focus on praise and thanksgiving—even amid difficulty (23, 27, 37, 42,
 56, 100, 117, 139).
 I share this with you because even amid despair there is always hope. And it is not pollyannish or naïve
 to recognize this.  2020 has been a difficult year for a myriad of reasons, but 2021 holds the possibility of 
 a fresh start—even renewal.

 And that is one of the reasons why I enjoy Interim Ministry so much—because it is all about helping
 congregations build on what they are already doing well and to explore several new things that God may
 be calling them to be and do as they live into the future together.  

 Below is a link to a document titled, The Five Developmental Tasks of Interim Ministry: 
 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aZp2Co2xxAm_3Oyz7sDpXQwsb_NiBPJG/view?usp=sharing

 These are the things I will be asking the congregation to begin focusing on early in the new year.  Please
 take a few minutes when able to familiarize yourself with them.  These tasks will be our guides as we 
 work together toward the calling of a new Senior Minister and additional staff over the next several 
 months.  

 As the late, great Reinhold Niehbur famously said:
 “Lord, grant me the strength to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I
 can, and the wisdom to know the difference.”

 Blessings,
 Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake
 Interim/Transitional Sr. Minister
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Make a Difference by Pat Stackhouse

 When Jesus came to heal Lazarus, he stayed a few days to visit with 
 the family. He stayed to help them deal with the miracle they had just seen  
 and get acquainted with them.

 A man who sells seafood out of his truck was in the habit of coming to 
 our house about every six weeks.  He seemed lonely and wanted to talk 
 I was often busy, but I spent time talking to him.  He had a lot of family 
 problems and told me about them.

 
 Then he didn’t show up for a while.  He came a few months later. 
 He had had a serious heart attack.  His wife who was so happy to have married him was not kind to him.  
 She didn’t treat him kindly during his period of recovery.  He was very sad.  He felt a divorce was inevitable. 
 I listened with sympathy.  I felt perhaps Jesus had led him to me to help.  Before he left, he asked if he
 could have a birthday hug.  I said, “Sure.”

 I didn’t see him again. He didn’t look well physically when he left.  I fear that he might have suffered
 another heart attack that had taken his life.  I was just glad that I had spent time with him and felt in some
 way I had made a difference in his life.
 
 I believe Jesus wants us to take time for others even if it delays what we are doing.  It may 
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Where do we stand on meeting the challenge of climate change?

Humanity is on a suicidal path. So says the United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres in a recent 
report, as covered by the Washington Post.

The Paris Agreement set goals aimed at limiting the rise of global warming to 2 degrees Celsius, and pref-
erably to 1.5 degrees. As the graph below from Climate Central shows we are already at 1.1 degrees. Hold-
ing to 1.5 degrees seems very unlikely, simply because we are too late converting to renewable energy.

 

Too Expensive? A common assumption is that it will cost too much to convert energy generation from fos-
sil fuels to renewable alternatives. But the cost of doing too little is very high. A few million years ago, the 
last time temperatures were 2-3 degrees warmer, sea levels were about 20 feet higher than today. Many of 
our coastal cities, like Miami, Galveston, New Orleans, Annapolis, Long Island, would then be under water! 
But bad things will happen long before the oceans rise that much.
Sea level rise. Miami, for example, is in the early stages of major problems from rising oceans. The city sits 
on porous karst material and draws its fresh water from under the city. That system has worked because 
there has been enough rainfall to resist seawater infiltrating the reservoir under the city. But now Miami is 
already having to build desalination plants to meet their current needs. Oceans are very likely to rise by 3 
feet by 2100. Such a rise will overwhelm the city’s freshwater system years before the city is actually flood-
ed.
Indiana? Studies show that Indiana could actually convert completely from coal to wind and solar. It would 
take much effort to overcome the coal industry’s hegemony. Already renewables are becoming compet-
itive. If we could find the political will for such a conversion, a great deal would be accomplished. A big 
bonus would be much cleaner air and water yielding many associated health benefits. A related issue is 
the 86 coal ash ponds we have, more than in any other state. And most of us are not even aware of them. 
Some are in flood plains and most are unlined and already beginning to contaminate groundwater. We 
should fix these problems now.

We need to find the strength to move quickly away from fossil fuels. 

Earth Stewards by Norm Holy and Allan Edmonds



Balance on Hand January 1, 2020 $26,524.25

Income

Prepaid pledges for 2021

Current pledges and contributions of record 361,552.61             

Future pledges and contributions of record

Prior pledges 400.00                   

Plate Offering 1,076.00                 

Building Use Income 2,890.00                

Miscellaneous, Reimbursements, Transfers  129,788.29            

Bank Interest 7.45                         

Ledger entries

Total Receipts 495,714.35            

Disbursements

Payroll (264,930.63)          

Non-payroll GF (121,720.77)            

Other GF Checks/Disb (includes fund transfers, non budgeted items) (130,331.09)

Total Disbursements (516,982.49)          
Balance on Hand November 30, 2020 $5,256.11

Special Funds, Balance on Hand November 30, 2020 $71,737.97

Endowment (New Covenant Funds): Balance on Hand  November 30, 2020 86,229.95$           

Reserve Fund  November 30, 2020 66,496.82$           

Campaign Fund  November 30, 2020 68,850.53$           

Campaign Fund Mortgage Balance (monthly payments: 4,934.50, ) (230,905.60)$       4.97%

Parking Lot Fund  November 30, 2020 67,220.42$           

Parking Lot Mortgage (monthly payments: 2,413.99) (215,177.79)$          2.75

IUCU CD (13 month APY: 2.5%) 10,319.93$            

IUCU CD (13 month APY: 2.5%) 30,959.87$            

IUCU CD (13 month APY: 1.5%) 50,428.42$           

Mary C. McClellan

Treasurer

General Fund 

 Report of the Treasurer
November 30, 2020
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New Year’s Day

Epiphany

10am
Worship Service
(Communion)

7:30pm
Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

8pm
Bible Study (Zoom)

7:30pm
The Lure of Genetic
Technology

10am
Worship Service

11am 
Children Choir

7:30pm
Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

7pm
Choir practice 
(Zoom)
8pm
Bible Study (Zoom)

7:30pm
Implication of 
Genetic
Technology part2

1:00pm
C.S. Lewis Book

10am
Worship Service

11am 
Children Choir

7:30pm
Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

7pm
Choir practice 
(Zoom)
8pm
Bible Study (Zoom)

1:00pm
C.S. Lewis Book

10am
Worship Service

11am 
Children Choir

7:30pm
Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

7pm
Choir practice 
(Zoom)
8pm
Bible Study (Zoom)

1:00pm
C.S. Lewis Book

10am
Worship Service

11am 
Children Choir


