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What’s Next

  A group from the church recently read and discussed the book “Good White Racist?” by Kerry Connelly. 
The author wrote about identifying racism and confronting it.  At the end of the discussions, the question 
was “What can we do now?”.  One of the ideas was to continue to become informed on the subject.

At this time, the church library does not have up-to-date material on racism, but we hope to correct 
that. If you have any books or materials on racism that you have finished, you could donate them to the 
church library for others to read. If you have books that you have read and would like to share (but not 
give away), the library is willing to compile a list of books and owners that could be contacted for loan. 
Another option would be to donate money for the church library to buy books on racism. These monies 
would be used to buy books for all ages. If you are interested in any of these options, please contact Jo 
Ann Main at ja.main@comcast.net
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Sunday, September 13, 2020 is the start of a new year of Christian Education offerings for all ages.

 Even though FPC remains closed there will be virtual programming for children, youth, and adults begin-
ning Sunday, September 13.  

For Children: 
Weekly Godly Play Stories will be posted each Sunday on FPC’s face book page.
Children will be able to participate in the children’s choir each Sunday at 12:15 pm via Zoom 

For Youth:
There will be monthly Confirmation Get-Togethers and bi-weekly youth group gatherings.

For Adults:
The weekly Lectionary Bible Study will continue but on a new day and time. Faith Forums will also re-
sume in September. Please see separate adult ed article below for additional information about these 
offerings.
 
There will be weekly announcements in the Friday emails that will include specific information about 
each Sunday’s CE offerings.
 

FPC Christian Education opportunities for September 2020
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ADULT EDUCATION AT FPC
September Adult Education Opportunities—Beginning September 13

Lectionary Bible Study: New Day, New Time

This ongoing class gives you the opportunity to delve deeply into the Lectionary passages for the previ-
ous Sunday and be part of a supportive, energetic group. The class discusses Bible passages based on the 
weekly Revised Common Lectionary and uses the curriculum, Feasting on the Word, to enrich the study.  
Volunteers take turns leading the spirited discussion. No prior Biblical knowledge is necessary. The class 
meets on Tuesday nights beginning September 15 at 8:00pm. The zoom link as well as material for the 
class can be found in the Friday announcements.

Aging: Its Opportunities, Challenges and Concerns for our Congregation. 

Aging brings challenges, opportunities, and concerns for not only those who have reached older adult-
hood but for caregivers and children.  This session introduces some of these features facing our society, 
community, and congregation from the perspective of those ministering and caring for older adults. Rev. 
Wendy VanderZee and Mary Beth Novy will lead our zoom discussion. After working with Hospice for 
over 28 years, Wendy brings to the table questions and concerns of persons and families confronting 
the issues of older adulthood. Mary Beth has been a part of FPC since 1993, and became particularly 
involved in caring for her parents when they settled here after her dad’s stroke ten years ago. The zoom 
link along with the date and time will be provided in the Friday announcements.

Learning Anti-Racism:  How can we, individually and collectively become anti-racist?

Over the last few years a couple of different study groups at First Pres have read and discussed the books 
WAKING UP WHITE and Finding Myself in the Story of Race (by Debbie Irving) and GOOD WHITE RAC-
ISTS?: Confronting Your Role in Racial Injustice (by Kerry Connelly), awakening ourselves to our individual 
and collective complicity in systemic racism in our country. Both came highly recommended by Presbyte-
rian groups. But now what do we do? 

Our discussion, co-sponsored with the Small Groups Committee, will focus on a recent article around 
the theme of “How to be an anti-racist.” We will briefly summarize some key points and open the virtual 
floor for discussion. This one-session zoom discussion will be led by Allan Edmonds. Watch Friday an-
nouncements for a link to the article and the zoom event, as well as the date of the zoom.  
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Please join us in contributing to PCUSA’s Special Offering for Peace & Global Witness, September 6 – 
October 4.  One of three special offerings in which we participate each year, it gives our congregation 
the opportunity to give together with other Presbyterian Churches so that we can have a larger, deeper 
impact on the world.

By giving to the Peace & Global Witness Offering, we work to share Christ’s peace with one another, be-
yond our doors, beyond our community, and across boundaries.  

       25% of this Offering stays with our congregation to support peacemaking and reconciliation in      
       our own community.  
       25% of this Offering will go to our presbytery and synod to support peacemaking work in  our region.
       50% of the Offering supports the work for peace and reconciliation being done by Presbyterians  
       across the globe through the Presbyterian Mission Agency.

This year there is an opportunity to receive daily reflections via email. The reflections focus on practicing 
peace within (Sept. 6-12); peace in relationships (Sept. 13-19); peace in community (Sept. 20-26) and 
wholistic peace (Sept. 27-Oct. 4).  If you are interested in receiving these reflections, 
sign up at https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/story/season-peace-begins-sept-6/ 

Please consider giving generously to this Special Offering,
September 6 through October 4.

You can contribute by mailing checks to First Presbyterian Church, 221 E. 6th St., Bloomington, IN 47408.  
Please write PEACE on the memo line.  Or you can contribute online by going to the church website: 
https://www.fpcbloomington.org/ Once there click on the Giving tab, then click on the green Give Now 
button that will allow you to set up your donation. Please include in the Notes section that this is for the 
Peace offering.
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DRIVE THROUGH COFFEE, CHOCOLATE, & TEA – September 6, 2020
                                             
 
                                                                     Help support small farmers and our mission work in Posoltega,         
                                                                     Nicaragua, by purchasing Equal Exchange  fairly-traded items via   
                                                                     pick-up or delivery.

                                                                    And note that we again have two types of Dark Chocolate with 
                                                                Almond and Nicaraguan-sourced Sisters’ Blend Coffee and Café Nica.

                                                                   1. Please order ahead of time.  Email  debbiconkle@gmail.com or    
                                                                   call 812-333-1712.   

                                                                  2.  Write checks payable to First Presbyterian Church, with “Coffee”   
                                                                  on memo line, or have exact change.  

3.  Drive through the church parking lot between 10 – 10:30 am, on Sunday, September 6.  There will be 
no direct hand-to-hand transactions.  Money dropped in box; already-bagged order placed in car or trunk.

4. If you prefer to have a delivery to your home, please contact Debbi Conkle.  

Coffee $10: Breakfast Blend Drip, Organic Decaf Drip, Breakfast Blend BEAN, Café Nica French Roast BEAN 
(dark) 

Coffee $12: Sisters’ Blend Drip (1 lb.) 

Tea $4: English Breakfast, Earl Grey, Chai, Green, Decaf English Breakfast, Ginger Caffeine free, Peppermint 
Caffeine free, Rooibos Caffeine free 

Chocolate $4: Panama Extra Dark (80%), Very Dark Chocolate (71%), Dark Chocolate w/ mint crunch 
(67%), Dark Chocolate Caramel Crunch w/ sea salt (55%), Dark Chocolate w/ Almond pieces (55%), Dark 
Chocolate w/ Whole Almond & Sea Salt (55%)

Cocoa $6.50: Organic Baking Cocoa Mix (8 oz.) 

 
The profits will go toward FPC’s mission in Posoltega, Nicaragua. Thank you!  
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The Christmas Store WILL Occur

(In person, or Virtual)
We need your contributions to make it a success!

• What is it?
o Christmas Store and Auction: An annual tradition held in early December and sponsored by Koino-
nia and Presbyterian Women.

• Who benefits?
o FPC children who come to the store for gifts which may be handmade by members and friends, all at 
a cost of $1 per gift.  This has been an easy way for children to select presents for family members, from 
younger siblings to parents to grandparents, with a little help from PW helpers. 
o FPC members are invited to shop after the children have selected their family presents.
o Poseltega children who receive the first $1000 of profits for Christmas presents.

• What kinds of gifts are usually available?
o Donations from FPC members
o Fun, unique items you might have found in your closets or basement during your COVID cleaning 
projects
o Homemade craft/sewing/baking projects.
o Typical donations have included 
Handcrafted jewelry                 Homemade cookies                         Hand-crafted Christmas decorations
Fiber arts projects                              Homemade candy                        Notecards
Fresh honey                              Homemade baking mixes           Outgrown toys

• How can you help?
o Keep looking for items you might be able to donate.
Because we don’t know how COVID-19 may affect the actual design of the shopping experience, further 
details will be shared in a later Newsletter.  Stay tuned!

Thank you!
Koinonia Circle/PW



First Press

9

Good in Each Person by Pat Stackhouse
                                             
 
                                                       With the heat we faced this summer, tempers sometimes flare, and we 
                                                       take it out on others.  Sometimes we even said we didn’t like this or that
                                                       person.  Granted it is hard to like everyone; some family members are
                                                       estranged for one reason or another.

                                                      But going back a ways, we may be acquainted with Will Rogers who said,
                                                      “I never met a man I didn’t like.”  At the end of this message we are going
                                                      to get a quote from someone much more powerful.

                                                 
As children we used to become angry with playmates or even or siblings and say, “Mommy, I don’t like 
them.”  As we grew older certain people irritated us.  Some we found it hard to even like some people.

Perhaps as we meet or know people we find something in each person, we like about them.  I know 
sometimes it is hard or may even seem impossible.  But God gave everyone admirable traits.  Some 
people are easier to respond to than others, but everyone has been given some likeable qualities by our 
Father in Heaven.

Jesus said, “Love thy neighbor as thy self.” (Mark 12:31) Life is short.  With my birthday now in sight this 
becomes all too real.  Please pick up the phone today and call that family member from who you are 
estranged, call that person with whom you’ve had a falling out for some reason.  I just did.  

And don’t forget to enjoy the lovely fall weather.  Until next time, God bless each one of you.
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Southern Indiana Presbyterians for Climate Dividend Now
                                                                                                                         By Allan Edmonds

How can we best marshal the political will to meet the challenge of climate disruption brought on by emis-
sion of greenhouse gasses and the result of global warming?
   
In July and early August I participated in three Zoom “Sunday School” afternoon  meetings with other 
Presbyterians in Southern Indiana to learn more about the Presbyterian General Assembly support for 
addressing aspects of climate change with the Carbon Fee and Dividend plan promoted by the Citizens’ 
Climate Lobby. The goal was to explore creating a local unit of the national interest group Presbyterians for 
Climate Dividend Now. The three sessions included 

• an overview of basic climate science and an overview of the PCUSA position, 
• an in-depth look at the Carbon Fee and Dividend approach to atmospheric carbon reduction, 
• the story behind the PCUSA endorsement and specific actions Presbyterians are taking to help create 
change, including connecting with Citizens’ Climate Lobby.

The purpose of this effort is to generate grass-roots advocacy and support for Carbon Fee and Dividend 
and to help the national group disseminate its message.

Climate change is a multi-faceted long term challenge and will require multi-faceted approaches. Carbon 
Fee and Dividend is developing bipartisan support and is a realistic step in the right direction.

We will likely be asking the Session to add its voice to those of congregations around the country in sup-
port of the GA action and the bipartisan bill H.R.763, Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act, in 
the House of Representatives. See https://citizensclimatelobby.org/energy-innovation-and-carbon-divi-
dend-act/

Anyone wishing more information about SIP4CDNOW may contact me at allan.edmonds@gmail.com
                                                             


