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November marks my one-year anniversary at FPC Bloomington as Interim Senior Pastor. The past year 
has been a bit of a whirlwind: the first six months Kelley and I pre-recorded all of the worship services 
on Tuesday nights each week; and (thankfully!) we have been meeting “in-person” for worship since last 
May with Covid safety protocols in place.  It has been a steep learning-curve for everyone involved in the 
worship life of the congregation: the mastering of new technologies, learning to sift through often con-
flicting and contradictory “expert advice” in preventing the spread of Covid—and implementing it, and 
trying to get to know people (many of whom I still have only met through Zoom or over the phone).  

So, what’s ahead? The Senior Pastor Nominating Committee was elected last July and has been busy 
at work since early September.  How long will the search process take? I don’t know, but my advice to 
search committees is always: “take your time and do it right.” 

As we head into November there are several important liturgical dates: “All Saints” Sunday on Novem-
ber 7th, when we will remember those who have died over the past year; Christ the King/Reign of Christ 
Sunday on November 21st which marks the end of the liturgical year; and the 1st Sunday in Advent on 
November 28th when Kelley and I will start a four-week, advent-themed, sermon series, Close to Home 
(more about this later!).  

Of course, it is hoped that we will all be able to enjoy a more “normal” Thanksgiving and Christmas this 
year with current declining infection rates nationally (and yet we remain vigilant!).  

I’ll leave you with Mary Oliver’s poem, Songs of Autumn:

In the deep fall
don’t you imagine the leaves think how
comfortable it will be to touch
the earth instead of the
nothingness of air and the endless
freshets of wind? And don’t you think
the trees themselves, especially those with mossy,
warm caves, begin to think
of the birds that will come — six, a dozen
 — to sleepinside their bodies? 
And don’t you hear
the goldenrod whispering goodbye,
the everlasting being crowned with the first
tuffets of snow? 
The pond vanishes, and the white field over which
the fox runs so quickly brings out
its blue shadows. And the wind pumps its
bellows. And at evening especially,
the piled firewood shifts a little,
longing to be on its way.

~Mary Oliver, New and Selected Poems, Volume Two

“Change and Continuity”   By Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake
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SESSION MEETING NOTES - October 10, 2021
                                                          
Session Actions:

• Agreed that FPC would join in a collaborative effort with First Presbyterian of Columbus, 
        Fairlawn Presbyterian of Columbus, and North Christian Church Disciples of Christ in Columbus that
        will be funded by the Myrtle Collaboration at Louisville Theological Seminary (see below for a fuller
        description).

• Approved the 2022 budget as presented by the Stewardship Committee.

• Directed the Nominating Committee to the bring the slate of nominees for Elder and Deacon to the
        Congregation for a vote at the Congregational Meeting scheduled for October 24, 2021.

Informational Items:

• The Myrtle Collaboration will support churches as they embark on their Matthew 25 endeavors 
        encouraging the churches to work together and support each other as they focus on their areas of
        interest.

• Nicholas Sienkiewicz has begun work as Director of the Children’s Choir.

• Sherry Knighten-Schwandt has been named Chair of the Racial Justice Task Force.

• Exodus will be setting up an office in Bloomington to provide support for Afghan refugees that are
        sent to this area.

• Reconstruction of the church offices is underway.

• Discussion of the FPC Mission Statement with the congregation will begin in October.

• A surveyor has been hired to survey the Larry Crow property. There will also be an evaluation of the
        timber on the property.

• The Personnel Committee is looking for additional staff for the Nursery.

• The Outreach Committee is planning to hold the Heifer Market in person but outside this year.



Balance on Hand January 1, 2021 $0.00

Income

Prepaid pledges for 2022

Current pledges and contributions of record 318,014.92            

Future pledges and contributions of record -                          

Prior pledges -                          

Plate Offering 195.00                    

Building Use Income 211.00                     

Miscellaneous, Reimbursements, Transfers  142,309.98            

Bank Interest 9.34                         

Ledger entries

Total Receipts 460,740.24           

Disbursements

Payroll (290,855.85)          

Non-payroll GF (127,719.36)            

Other GF Checks/Disb (includes fund transfers, non budgeted items) (52,439.74)

Total Disbursements (471,014.95)           
Balance on Hand September 30, 2021 ($10,274.71)

Special Funds, Balance on Hand September 30, 2021 $73,143.99

Endowment (New Covenant Funds): Balance on Hand  September 30, 2021 95,756.35$            

Reserve Fund  September 30, 2021 153,827.80$          

Campaign Fund  September 30, 2021 91,727.28$            

Campaign Fund Mortgage Balance (monthly payments: 4,934.50, ) (185,900.76)$        4.97%

Parking Lot Fund  September 30, 2021 57,058.06$           

Parking Lot Mortgage (monthly payments: 2,413.99) (195,826.28)$        2.75%

Mary C. McClellan

Treasurer

General Fund 

 Report of the Treasurer
September 30, 2021
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Interested in church membership? 
Finding out more about FPC? 

Rev. Kenefake will be hosting a New Member/Inquirer’s Class on Sunday morning, November 14th, at 10 
am, in the Parlor (Rm. 103). 
Childcare will be provided. 

To register, please contact Rev. Kenefake at: scott@fpcbloomington.org

This class discusses Bible passages based on the weekly Revised Common Lectionary, primarily used by 
the ministers in their sermons.  The class uses a PCUSA curriculum, Feasting on the Word to enrich the 
study.  No prior Biblical knowledge is necessary, and you won’t feel lost if you miss a session. Volunteers 
take turns leading the spirited discussion.
In person study on Sunday mornings at 10:00am in Room 5.  Jim Ernest coordinates this class. The on-
line Lectionary class is not meeting currently. We anticipate starting a short-term Bible study that will be 
offered online.

Faith Forum is an exciting way to understand how your Christian faith relates to contemporary issues—theological, 
social, political, environmental, and historical. The forum discussion is led by an expert in the field coming from 
FPC, the local community, and/or the PCUSA denomination. Faith Forum is provided in three formats:

1. In person on Sunday mornings at 10:00am in Room 7.

2. Virtually through zoom connections with Room 7 at 10:00am on Sundays. The zoom link will appear in the Fri-
day announcements before the Sunday class.

3. Recordings after Sunday: On FPC’s vimeo site: vimeo.com/showcase/fpcchristianed
Questions? Contact Gary Crow at gcrow@iu.edu  

Adult Education: November Opportunities

Lectionary Bible Study

Faith Forum
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November Faith Forums include:

November 7 and 14: Faith and the Climate Crisis
    
We welcome two representatives of a new group in Southern Indiana, Presbyterian Climate Advocates. Kristina 
Lindborg is a Bloomington resident active in Citizens Climate Lobby and Carol Dunn is an elder at First Presbyterian 
Church of Scottsburg. 

Presbyterian Climate Advocates was formed in support of the PC(USA) 2018 General Assembly resolution 
advocating for Carbon Fee and Dividend as an important policy approach to addressing CO2 emissions and their 
effects on the environment, 

Join us to hear more about the PC(USA) history of environmental advocacy and the 2018 General Assembly 
resolution, and the ideas behind Carbon Fee and Dividend. 

Presbyterian Climate Advocates has developed a four-session webinar that they have offered to people both here 
in Indiana, the Midwest, and from around the country. Each session has a Biblical theme LOVE, JUSTICE, FAIRNESS, 
and COURAGE, concluding with a call for broader ADVOCACY. Consider this your invitation to participate in the 
next class offering coming in January.

The class on both Sundays will be provided through a zoom link at 10:00am.  You are invited to observe the zoom 
presentation in Room 7 or from your home. The zoom link will appear in the Friday announcements before the 
Sunday class.

November 21: Exodus Refugee Immigration Project

The Exodus Project is the designated organization to support Afghan refugees currently housed at Camp 
Atterbury. Join Cassandra Sanborn, Director of Development for the Exodus Project, to find out about 
the refugee situation, what the Exodus project is doing, and how individuals and FPC may be involved in 
supporting the group.

The class will be provided through a zoom link at 10:00am.  You are invited to observe the zoom presen-
tation in Room 7 or from your home. The zoom link will appear in the Friday announcements before the 
Sunday class.
 
November 28: No Faith Forum
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You Gave blood.  You helped save lives.

Thank you to First Presbyterian Church members and friends for your blood donations and volunteer help 
at the October 14, 2021, Pat Riggins Red Cross blood drive. 35 units of blood were given, one of the high-
est collection totals at FPC. This amount can go on to save as many as 105 lives!  In addition, there were 4 
first time donors. 

“Because of the current shortage, those 35 units will probably start being transfused into patients as 
early as this time next week! Think about that – There are patients in hospitals right now that will get to 
spend another Thanksgiving with their loved ones because of the work you did!”   - Lance White, Ameri-
can Red Cross 

Again, thanks to all, especially Don Hollinger who coordinated it all so well. Everything went smoothly.  
The next blood drive at First Presbyterian Church will be on Thursday, February 16, 2022.  
Please mark your calendars.  

- submitted by Debbi Conkle
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Presbyterian Coffee Project  – Sunday, November 7
                                             
 
                                                                                    Presbyterian Coffee Project 
                                                                                & Equal Exchange 
                                                                Coffee Cart - Sunday, November 7, 2021

                                                                    Started in 2001, the Presbyterian Coffee Project offers a special link
                                                                    between congregations and communities around the world. 
                                                                    Churches can reach out to neighbors overseas, not only with the 
prayers and offerings we give, but with the goods and products we purchase. A warm cup of coffee (or 
tea) in our hands is perhaps the most tangible daily connection we have with farmers around the world. It 
represents warmth, hospitality, fellowship, hard work and life’s pleasures, both fine and simple.  

The Presbyterian Coffee Project works with Equal Exchange to bring you high-quality coffee, tea and cocoa 
products — always paying farmers fairly.  Of course, FPC Bloomington goes a step further, selling the prod-
ucts at prices that provide funds for our ongoing mission in Posoltega, Nicaragua.

You will find the cart outside in the grassy area next to the parking lot after worship on Sunday, November 
7.  Stop by to visit and look over the coffee, chocolate, and tea choices.  You may also still order ahead of 
time, and your items will be bagged and ready for payment and pick-up.   

Contact Debbi Conkle at debbiconkle@gmail.com or 812-333-1712, to order ahead, for delivery, or for 
questions.

Checks may be written to First Presbyterian Church, with COFFEE on the memo line.

Thank you for your support of small-scale farmers and our mission work in 
Posoltega, Nicaragua!

It is not too early to make your list of gifts for others, and our Equal Exchange products benefit so many, so 
it is a win-win for all!                                                   

No doubt just about anyone on your list could use some soothing tea, warm hot cocoa, 
yummy chocolate bars, or a delicious cup of coffee.  Fill out the order form on the next page and order 
early for the FPC Christmas Coffee Sale, Dec. 5. There will be a box on the Welcome Center counter for 

filled-in order forms.



8

First Press
                                             
                                                                               FPC Christmas Coffee Sale
                                                                          Give fairly-traded products from Equal 
                                                                                      Exchange and help others. 
                                                              Order now, to be sure we have what you might need to
                                                                            share with teachers, family or friends.  

                                                                 Pick up on Sunday, December 5, after worship,
                                                                    or ask for free delivery to your front porch.

                                                                        Contact Debbi Conkle if items are needed before December 5.
  

             

                                                                                                   

                                                                                               
                                                                                              To order ahead, please leave your filled-in form at the 

                                                                                          Welcome Center in the narthex, or contact 
                                                                                              Debbi at 812-333-1712 or debbiconkle@gmail.com  

                                                                                            You may also stop by the coffee cart in person on 
                                                                                           December 5, after worship.                                     

                                                                                       Pay for your order when you pick it up on December 5
                                                                                                Cash, or check payable to 

                                                                                       First Presbyterian Church with COFFEE on the memo line.

All profits go toward our mission work in Posoltega, Nicaragua.

ORGANIC COFFEE (12 oz. or 1 lb. bags)

------ Breakfast Blend Dip                                   $10
------ Breakfast Blend BEAN                               $10
------ Café Nica French Roast BEAN  (dark)      $10
------ Organic Decaf  Drip                                    $10
------ Organic Decaf BEAN                                  $10                               
------ Hazelnut Crème Drip                                 $10                        
------ Sisters Blend Drip 1 lb.                              $12                         

ORGANIC CHOCOLATE BARS

------ Panama Extra Dark (80%)                                      $4
------ Very Dark Chocolate Bar  (71%)                            $4
------ Dark Chocolate Mint Crunch (67%)                      $4
------ Dark Chocolate w/almond pieces (55%)             $4                
------ Dark Chocolate w/Whole almonds & sea saltl  $4                                
------ Dark Choc.Caramel Crunch w/ sea salt(55%      $4                   
                          

More Chocolate                                    

------- Organic Hot Cocoa Mix (add water) (12 oz.)     $6.50 
------- Organic Baking Cocoa  (8 oz.)                            $6.50

          ORGANIC TEA (20 bags per box)

------ English Breakfast                                        $4
------ Earl Grey tea                                               $4
------ Green tea                                                    $4
------ Jasmine Green tea                                     $4
------ Chai  tea                                                       $4
------ Decaf Enclish Breakfast                             $4 
------ Caffeine Free Ginger herbal tea               $4                        
------ Caffeine Free Peppermint herbal tea     $4                         
------ Caffeine Free Rooibos herbal tea            $4 
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                                    Special Outreach Thanksgiving Opportunity

Every November we do a special drive to restock the pantry shelves at MCUM.  A new online ordering 
and delivery system has enabled this ministry to serve many new clients this fall, which means demand 
for food and hygiene products is up.  Please be as generous as you can as you bring contributions to the 
MCUM box in the narthex off of the parking lot during November.  
We will deliver contributions Thanksgiving week.

                                                                                        

                                                                           Wow!  A tremendous thank you to all FPC friends for 
                                                                           their generous donations to Team Rubicon at Camp Atterbury.             
                                                                          Because of your generosity, Pastor Kelley filled her Subaru with  
                                                                          4,000+ diapers, 300+ sanitary pads and 20 cans of formula!  

Jenny from Team Rubicon expressed their gratitude 
and excitement for the many ways churches have 
been reaching out, in love, to our newest neighbors.  
We will be keeping an ear out for continued needs 
and let you know how we might be partnering in the 
future for support.  Thank you so much for your 
generosity!
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This year, Heifer Market will take place after worship on Sunday, November 21st, outdoors on the FPC 
lawn!  This will be our 33rd year of supporting Heifer International through our annual market.  
Get your Christmas shopping done early by buying “living gifts” in honor of your family and friends, gifts 
that will change the lives of hungry families all over the world.

                                                                                 How will it work?

                                                                               •    After worship on Sunday, November 21st, from 12-1:30,   
                                                                                     join us on the church lawn, visit the animal displays, learn
                                                                                     about the work of Heifer International, and make your
                                                                                     donations.
                                                                               •    We will not have a particular monetary goal this year, 
                                                                                     but all donations are welcome and will be sent
        to Heifer International to support its mission to alleviate hunger and poverty in all parts of the world.    
        For more on Heifer International, visit www.heifer.org. 

 How to give?

There are several options for giving:
• Bring your check, cash or credit card to Heifer Market on 
        November 21st!
• Send a check made out to FPC to the church at 
        221 E. 6th St, Bloomington, IN 47408.  Note ‘Heifer Market’ 
        in the memo line.
• Give online through FPC’s “Give Now” button at https://www.fpcbloomington.org/giving-tithing; 
        enter the amount in the General Fund field, and specify Heifer Market in the Notes box.
• Honor cards will be available, so that you can give the gift of an animal (or trees!) to your friends and
        family for Christmas.  They can be picked up during the Market, and will also be available at church
        in the Narthex at the Welcome Center.  If you would prefer, they can be delivered to your home.  If
        you would like delivery, please email mbnovy@icloud.com and specify the number of cards.
• Donations can be in any amount, but here is the ‘price list’ for your reference:

        Chicks  $20 / flock  $2 each                    Water Buffalo              $250                 $25 share     
        Rabbit               $60 / trio  $10 share                 Llama                            $150                 $20 share
 Sheep  $120   $10 share                 Ducks/Geese               $20/flock         $2 each
 Goat  $120   $10 share                 Tree Seedings              $60                   $10 share
 Pig  $120   $10 share
 Cow  $500   $50 share
 Honeybees $30 / hive  $5 share
  

Heifer Market Returns – November 21ST!  SAVE THE DATE!
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                                                                  The Christmas Store is Back In Person!

                                   December 11-12

                                                                     An important tradition at FPC for many years has been The
                                                                                 Christmas Store for the children.  FPC children come to the
                                                                                 store with cash in hand for gifts which may be handmade by
                                                                                 members and friends, all at a cost of $1 per gift.  This has 
                                                                                 been an easy way for children to select presents for family
                                                                                 members with a little help from PW/Koinonia members. 
The children buy gifts for all members of their families from younger siblings to parents to grandparents, 
so a wide range of selections is needed. Of the money raised, $1000 is used to buy Christmas presents for 
children in Posoltega, with any remaining proceeds going to local groups that reach out to children.

In the past, FPC members have donated homemade 
items and baked goods, in addition to the items listed 
below.  Other items may include small items from 
flea markets and garage sales stored in your closets 
or basement. As they say one man’s junk is another 
man’s treasure. The kids love those fun, unique items.

This year, the Christmas store will be held in person in Lyman Hall on Saturday, 
December 11, for kids and Sunday, December 12, for all the church community. 
Social distancing and masks will be required. Only one child at a time will be allowed to shop, with shop-
ping reservations required for kids.  All adults assisting with the store will be fully vaccinated. In addition, a 
Silent Auction will be held on Sunday, December 12, featuring some of the more valuable contributions.

Call for Donations:
Please consider contributing items to be sold first to our children on Saturday, December 11, then to the 
congregation on Sunday, December 12, to raise funds for mission contributions.
Possible donations include

• Hand crafted ornaments                            •    Jewelry                     • Toys
• Quilted, knitted, crocheted projects                •     Snack mixes                 •     Fudge
• Note cards                                                      •     Baked goods                •     Honey

Deliver to any Koinonia member by noon on Friday, December 10.
 or 

Leave them in the basket labeled “Christmas Store” in the church office. 

Thank you!
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By Norm Holy and Allan Edmonds

We need to close our coal-fired power plants! 

Fossil fuels including coal, oil, and natural gas powered the industrial revolution and have formed the 
basis for much of modern life. Where would we be without cars and trucks and airplanes and … plastics? 
But we now recognize the pervasive harm they also do and that solar and wind alternatives are rapidly 
becoming available. Natural gas can be part of a temporary transition and is less-polluting.

Coal-fired power plants account for major greenhouse gas emissions of carbon dioxide as well as many 
toxic chemicals such as hydrofluoric acid, hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid and many others.

A proposed settlement agreement negotiated among utility companies, local governments, and advocacy 
groups could close one of the most carbon-emitting power plants in the state before the end of the de-
cade.

The Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission will consider a settlement agreement to close Indiana Michi-
gan Power Co.’s Rockport Generating Station’s Unit 2, the remaining coal-fired electricity generating unit 
at the plant, by 2028. 

Our state’s “super polluters,” including the Rockport plant, AES Indiana’s Petersburg Generating Station, 
Duke Energy’s Gibson Power Plant and the Alcoa/CenterPoint Energy generating unit in Warrick County, 
are all within 30 miles of Evansville, Indiana.

Can we close them all?

We must embrace a new energy paradigm The time is now. Our future depends upon it.

Close the Coal Power Plants
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“Come Ye Faithful People Come” echoes the strains of a favorite hymn, 
 reminding us that with November comes the celebration of 
Thanksgiving.

No matter what our plight we all can find something to be thankful 
for at this joyous season.  We all have the privilege of joining with 
other Christians to worship.  For some of us, times may have been 
stressful, but we can be thankful to Christ that we can turn our burdens over to Him.

Thanksgiving is a time for family and friends.  Yet we must remember others. A close friend outside of the 
church recently confessed that she had, in the past, spent many holidays alone. She said once she even 
sneaked over to a restaurant, too proud to let anyone know she was eating alone.  
This shouldn’t happen to anyone.  If you know of someone who might be alone at Thanksgiving, please 
invite them to our Thanksgiving feast at the church or if you wish, ask them to your home for dinner.

As the Pilgrims and Indians sat together to feast, let us remember this is a time to mend any broken ties 
with our fellow man.  Extend the olive branch.  It is a time to all to feast together in harmony as brothers 
and sisters in Christ.

Whatever you do, count your many blessings.  Thank God for sending his son Jesus, our greatest blessing.

God loves you; I love you, and God bless you, and have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

Celebration of Thanksgiving By Pat Stackhouse
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Jeff Main - 11/01                                Deb Prenkert - 11/16
Gail Lessard - 11/02                           Michael Klitzing - 11/17
Allan Edmonds - 11/04                      Adrian Hepfer - 11/17
David Grossman - 11/04                    Audrey Deinlein - 11/19
Alyssa Kerilla - 11/04                         Lisa Hardwick - 11/21
Gavin Kerilla - 11/04                          Debbi Conkle - 11/24
Joel Schneider - 11/05                      Bob Talbot Jr. - 11/26
Dan Conkle - 11/10                            Wesley Kissel - 11/29
Leigh Dukeman - 11/11                     Connie Clreary - 11/30
Sam Drummy - 11/14                        Angie Chikedantz - 11/30                                                              



November 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

All Saints Day

Veteran’s Day

3:30 pm
Angel Tree 
Planning
5:30 pm
Racial Justice TF 

7:30 pm
Deacons Meeting 
(Zoom)

5 pm Stewardship
5:45 pm
Outreach Ctte
6:30 pm
Christian Ed

12 pm
Prayer Gathering
1 pm Circle Mary
5 pm Property Ctte
7pm Choir practice

10 am Sunday School
11 am
Worship Service
(Communion)
12 pm PNC Meeting
4 pm
Outdoor W. Service

11:30 am
Emmaus Group

7pm 
Koinonia

5:30pm
PNC Meeting

7pm Choir practice

10 am Sunday School
11 am
Worship Service
4:30 pm
Interfaith Lantern Walk
6 pm FPC Session

6 pm
Theology on Tap

6 pm
Membership Ctte

5:30pm
PNC Meeting

6pm
Worship Ctte

12 pm
Prayer Gathering

7pm Choir practice

10 am Sunday School
11 am
Worship Service

11:30 am
Emmaus Group

5:30pm
PNC Meeting

10 am Sunday School
11 am
Worship Service
6 pm
Youth Gathering


