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                                                                                                                                       By Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake

 Dear Friends, 

 The Session has recently approved resuming “in-person” worship in the church sanctuary starting on 
 Sunday, April 25th; one service at 10 am. The service each Sunday will be “live-streamed” on our church
 online platform (https://fpcbloomington.online.church/) and a recorded version can be found on Vimeo
 following the service.

 Note that the first two Sundays of in-person worship (April 25th and May 2nd) are “trial” Sundays so
 that our ushers and other volunteers can ensure that safety protocols (masking, distanced seating,
 entering, and exiting the sanctuary, and cleaning of hard surfaces, etc.) are working and that the new
 equipment that has been installed in the sanctuary for livestreaming (cameras, sound, lighting, etc.) is
 working as planned.  Congregants (via a sign-up process) will be allowed in the sanctuary for in-person
 worship starting on Sunday, May 9th, going forward (as long as it is deemed safe to do so).   

 Specific details about safety protocols and “sign-up” procedures for attending worship will be shared
 with the congregation following the next Session meeting on Sunday, April 11th, at 6pm.  

 There are, however, a few things to keep in mind as we move forward:

     • Livestreaming is different from the pre-recorded services that have been offered for the past year.    
        The cameras are located in the back of the sanctuary and have “zoom” capability,” but the 
        experience of worship will look different as there will not be real-time editing to the video. In other 
        words, it is simply a live, video version of a regular worship service.
     • There will be no congregational singing (likely for another several months) and choral singing will
        (likely) be limited to masked soloists or a small number of masked and socially distanced choir 
        members.
     • Social interaction among congregants will be limited due to social distancing (before, during, and
        after worship) within the building, but “parking lot,” socially distanced conversations are fine, 
        weather permitting.
     • The worship service will likely be shorter than most people are used to: about 40-45 minutes in
        length.
     • It is recommended that only “fully vaccinated” members and friends of the congregation consider
        worshiping “in-person,” with the exception of those under the age of 18.

 Thanks for your understanding and patience as we work through these details of returning to in-person 
 worship. None of us has been through this before and undoubtedly there will be “hiccups” along the
 way. Our over-arching goal is to provide as safe an environment as possible for our worshiping 
 community.  We trust that that is your goal as well.

 Blessings, 
 Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake
 Interim/Transitional Sr. Minister   

 

“In-Person Worship Returning at the end of April”
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  Session Actions:

 • Authorized the Property Committee to move forward with and approve the negotiated agreement
        with the city regarding the 7-Line Project.  The 7-Line project will install dedicated bicycle lanes 
        along Seventh Street.

 • Authorized the Treasurer to apply for funding from Payroll Protection Program administered through
        the Small Business Administration.  The program provides for salary support based on data 
        submitted by the church.  Funding is in the form of a loan that converts to a grant when the church
        provides documentation on use of funds under the program guidelines.

 Informational Items:

 • Rev. Kenefake thanked everyone for their support during his recent illness.

 • Rev. Kenefake stated that there has been good response to the Congregational Questionnaire.

 • The confirmation class will be meeting with the Session in the near future to present their 
        statements of faith and to be accepted into membership at FPC.

 • Rev. Jepsen reported that the confirmation class and youth had an outside gathering at church that   
        went very well.

 • Rev. Jepsen reported that limited in person meetings at church have been very successful.

• The Reopening Task Force continues to monitor the COVID infection rates.  The rate of infections
        continues to decline and is approaching a point where gathering for worship may be possible.

• Gary Crow reported on the progress of the Racial Justice Task Force.  Session established the task
        force in October 2020 affirming that it is time for our church to join the movement that seeks to
        dismantle the structures of systemic racism.  The task force membership includes representatives
        from Session committees and members at-large.

SESSION MEETING NOTES  March 14, 2021
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 • The Worship Committee provided a schedule of services and events for the Easter season:

 o The FPC website will be updated for the Easter week schedule

 o Palm Sunday 3/28– palms for the sanctuary and to be distributed to various families for recording
        with the children. Holy Week boxes from Pyoca will be delivered to the children.

o Maundy Thursday service 4/1 will be a virtual modified Tenebrae service with communion

o Good Friday 4/2 – FPC is hosting a virtual service with First United Methodist, First Christian, & First
        United churches

o Easter Vigil Service 4/3 – a planned outdoor event in the church parking lots for all ages to re-visit
        biblical stories and provide interactive activities at various stations in the church lot. The event will
        be held for 2-3 hours (weather permitting). Social distancing & masks will be required with minimal
        handling of common objects at the stations. 

o Easter 4/4 – Tulips will be used as decorations in the sanctuary.

• The AV Task Force is looking for people to train to assist with live streaming of worship services.

• Karen Hahn, Chair of Christian Education reported:

o The Lent of Liberation zoom sessions offered after worship are going well with up to 36 people in
        attendance each Sunday.

o Youth Sunday is tentatively scheduled for the first Sunday in May.

o No West Virginia trip this year but the potential for a local project may be considered.

• Rev. Kenefake reported that the Communications Task Force has reconvened.  The task force will
        exploring ways to improve communication at FPC.



Balance on Hand January 1, 2021 $0.00

Income

Prepaid pledges for 2022

Current pledges and contributions of record 59,974.09              

Future pledges and contributions of record -                          

Prior pledges -                          

Plate Offering -                          

Building Use Income -                          

Miscellaneous, Reimbursements, Transfers  25,738.36              

Bank Interest 1.86                         

Ledger entries

Total Receipts 85,714.31               

Disbursements

Payroll (61,948.47)             

Non-payroll GF (17,856.90)             

Other GF Checks/Disb (includes fund transfers, non budgeted items) (7,767.32)

Total Disbursements (87,572.69)            
Balance on Hand February 28, 2021 ($1,858.38)

Special Funds, Balance on Hand February 28, 2021 $83,963.29

Endowment (New Covenant Funds): Balance on Hand  February 28, 2021 89,490.54$           

Reserve Fund  February 28, 2021 62,271.82$            

Campaign Fund  February 28, 2021 62,172.03$            

Campaign Fund Mortgage Balance (monthly payments: 4,934.50, ) (218,951.00)$        4.97%

Parking Lot Fund  February 28, 2021 68,578.45$            

Parking Lot Mortgage (monthly payments: 2,413.99) (209,432.23)$       2.75

IUCU CD (13 month APY: 2.5%) 10,343.36$            

IUCU CD (13 month APY: 2.5%) 31,030.18$            

IUCU CD (13 month APY: 1.5%) 50,618.16$            

Mary C. McClellan

Treasurer

General Fund 

 Report of the Treasurer
February 28, 2021
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Racial Justice Taskforce

 
 Each of us have witnessed and abhorred the presence of white supremacy in our country.  Antiracism
 has a long history in our country, as evidenced by the material in the Lenten sermon/study series on
 slavery.  But racism is a complicated societal illness that involves not only our history but our own 
 personal struggles with antiracism and the systematic and structural influences that make racism a 
 recurring part of our lives today.

 In response to the events of the last several years in which we saw clearly and blatantly evidences of
 antiracism in today’s society; the strong interest in our congregation, evidenced by book discussions and
 Lenten’s sermon/study series, on racism’s integral and historical presence in our society; and our own
 denomination’s major emphasis and resources on studying and implementing antiracism actions, the
 FPC Session has established a Racial Justice Taskforce. The Session’s decision is based on the belief that
 it is time for our church to join the movement that seeks to dismantle the structures of systemic racism. 

 The taskforce includes representatives from the congregation as a whole and from relevant 
 committees.  The members include Sue Connell, Allan Edmonds, David Giedroc, Sarah Harriss, Sherry
 Knighten-Schwandt, Paul Rothrock, Hank Ruff, Gary Crow (chair), and Pastors Scott and Kelley. So far
 the taskforce has been gathering information to understand racism and its consequences, to engage our
 own struggles with racism, and to identify other churches and multi-faith groups in Bloomington who
 are committed to dismantling racism in our community. As you will find in the past and current issue
 of First Press, we are offering resources for the congregation in confronting racism and finding ways to
 dismantle it, e.g., book reviews on various topics.  These books are available in the church library.

 To see what others in our denomination are doing around this issue, access the following link to the 
 Matthew 25 initiative: Presbyterian Mission Agency Matthew 25 in the PC(USA): A bold vision and
 invitation | Presbyterian Mission Agency

 Watch for opportunities in the coming months to engage with racial justice actions and study in our
 church.
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Racial Justice Book Review

 
 Waking Up White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race, 
 by Debby Irving

 Good White Racist? Confronting Your Role in Racial Injustice, 
 by Kerry Connelly
   

 What’s the big deal with race in this country? I’m not a racist! My family never owned slaves! I have a
 friend who is Black! I don’t see color. Why can’t we all just get along? I got where I am by hard work. 
 In America you can just pull yourself up by your own bootstraps! We shouldn’t reward laziness and 
 dependency! Etc. Etc. Why is race in the headlines?

 Where can we start to learn more deeply about the issues of race? 

 It can help to start with people “just like us” and to hear about their journeys toward deeper 
 understanding. Over the last few years book study groups in our church have read and discussed two
 somewhat similar books by two white women writing about how they came to understand their 
 complicity in matters of systemic racial injustice and then what they’ve been trying to do about it.

 Debby Irving in her book Waking Up White takes us along on her journey of self-understanding how she 
 has benefited from her whiteness, and then what she has tried to do about it. When did YOU first realize
 you are white?!

 In Good White Racist?, Kerry Connelly  looks at the systems that maintain the status quo, keep white
 people comfortable and complicit, and perpetuate racism. She shows how we are all part of a racist
 system, and it is our responsibility to actively oppose it. Then comes the hard question: What can we do
 about it?

 Both books are available in our church library. If you haven’t already read up on the problem, consider
 trying one of these books.

 After you’ve read and thought about one of these books, what’s next? 

 Consider taking one of the 21-Day Challenges originally created by Dr. Eddie Moore and Debby Irving,
 available from https://www.debbyirving.com/21-day-challenge/, to learn a little something new each
 day for 3 weeks. Then it’s time to listen closely to voices of Black Americans. Read a book by a Black
 American. There are many possibilities. Here are two: Isabel Wilkerson’s Caste or Ibram X. Kendi’s How
 To Be An Anti-Racist.

 Allan Edmonds is a member of the church’s Racial Justice Taskforce.
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 Read about the two exciting adult education classes for April.  You can join the Lectionary class at any
 time.  The Faith and Climate requires a pre-registration.  

 Lectionary Bible Study—Every Tuesday evening at 7:30pm.

 This ongoing class gives you the opportunity to delve deeply into the Lectionary passages for the 
 previous Sunday and be part of a supportive, energetic group. The class discusses Bible passages based
 on the weekly Revised Common Lectionary and uses the curriculum, Feasting on the Word, to enrich the
 study.  Volunteers take turns leading the spirited discussion. 

 -No prior Biblical knowledge is necessary
 -You do not have to take a leader role
 -Not necessary to attend every session.

 The class meets on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 pm through Zoom.

 Zoom link and Passcode (NOTE: you may need a passcode to enter the meeting) 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82820692230?pwd=c016Y0w4eUFUT1BPMEpBRmNiTVFDdz09 

 Meeting ID: 828 2069 2230
 Passcode: 082786

 Faith Forum
 Faith and the Climate Crisis: An Earth Month Virtual Sunday School

 Sundays, April 11, 18, 25, and May 2, 4-5:15 pm as a Zoom meeting. 

 For additional information about the class and to register, go to the Earth Stewards article in this issue of 
 First Press.

Adult Education in April
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 This year when the Presbyterian Women (PW) Coordinating Team met for our first quarterly meeting in
 February, we evaluated the status of PW at FPC and discussed future plans.  A major topic of discussion
 was how to reach out to the different generations of church women in the FPC community, and how to
 be welcoming within our current three circles. We also discussed the possibility of developing another
 circle to encompass younger members among us.  

        The current circles at FPC are:
        Circle Mary. A Bible-based study group that meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 1:00
        Koinonia Circle. A service/support/social group that meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
        at 7:00 pm
        Luncheon Fellowship Circle. A social/discussion group that will meet at Bell Trace when facilities   
        reopen

 In 2020, COVID struck us in a devastating way.  At our meeting, a reduced budget for 2021 was 
 adopted, based on last year’s pledges and donations which had been received from only five women of
 the church.  We realized that we had not initiated a pledge campaign in 2020, thus contributing to this
 decrease in contributions.  

 FPC-PW financially supports the mission of PC-USA worldwide, the work of Presbyterian Women in the 
 Ohio Valley Presbytery as well as Camp Pyoca and Church World Services.  Locally, we support Monroe
 County United Ministries and Monroe County Church Women United. However, this year, due to budget
 constraints, our contributions to these organizations have been diminished.

 Donations to FPC-PW in 2021 will determine our outside contributions in the future.  Please consider
 donating or “pledging to give” if your current circumstances prohibit immediate donation.  We have the
 full calendar to gather funds that can be used for local mission projects.  Checks can be made out to FPC
 with Presbyterian Women marked on the memo line and mailed to FPC-PW at the church address at any
 time.

 PW also participates in various special offerings that help the church worldwide. During our regular
 circle meetings, we usually collect the “Fellowship of the Least Coin”, and during PW church-wide 
 gatherings, the “Birthday and Thanksgiving Offerings” are normally collected to aid mission projects ou
 side the local area.  In the past year, no funds were collected for these missions, meaning no support
 was received by those denomination-wide endeavors normally supported by FPC-PW.

  

Presbyterian Women in Our Midst
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 We hope to have some creative gatherings this year, including at least one in the spring and one in the
 late summer during which we will collect the Birthday and Thanksgiving offerings.  If you have been 
 attending our circles in the past and want to donate to the Least Coin offering, please send a donation to
 FPC-PW at the church address and with Least Coin on the memo line.  Each of these three special 
 offerings is sent directly to PC-USA PW through our Ohio Valley Presbytery PW Treasurer.
 The spring women’s gathering will be a Zoom demonstration and discussion on Pysanky given by Natalie
 Kravchuk on Wed., April 21 at 12:30.  All women associated with FPC are invited to join us.  A link will be
 published.

 PW also wants to continue raising funds to support our youth participation in Camp Pyoca or Mission
 trips.  There is currently money in an unused fund collected in 2019 from selling dry soup and brownie
 mixes.  If there are youth in our congregation who would like to participate in either of these projects 
 (once they have been opened up post-COVID), please let anyone on the PW Coordinating Team know.    

 2021 PW Coordinating Team Members 

        Moderator                                              Karen Watts – karbush@indiana.edu
 Recording Secretary                              Judy Dillion – dillonjudysown@aol.com
 Corresponding Secretary                     Ruth Holman, also past moderator (2020) 
                                                                          htur.holman@gmail.com
        Treasurer                                                 Gail Dunning – gdunning45@sbcglobal.net
        Circle Mary leader                                 Kathy Hollinger - kshollinger1@comcast.net
 Koinonia Circle leader                          Gail Dunning – gdunning45@sbcglobal.net 
        Luncheon Fellowship co-leaders        Carole Allen – allen_carole@att.net
                                                                          Carol Peterman – peterman53@yahoo.com
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FPC CONVALESCENT AND BABY/TODDLER ITEM LOAN

  

  

  The Lists below are items available to lend.  If you need an item (short or long term) please contact the
  person noted next to the item or contact Karin Coopersmith (Deacon Coordinator) at 812.320.3813,
  kcoopers@comcast.net.  Contact information for the names listed below can be found in the church 
  directory or by contacting the church office at 812.332.1514.  Thank you.

  We would also like to know if any of these items are no longer available or if you are willing to provide
  any related items on loan or as a donation to the inventory at church.  We really appreciate the 
  availability of these items for members needing a short term loan.
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Bath Tub Grab Bar Holy (1) Darling (1)
Bed Rails Miller (1)
Lumbar Belt Darling (1) Borrower’s 

Closet (1)
Grip and Grab Borrower’s Closet (1)

CONVALESCENT ITEMS CONTACT BABY/TODDLER ITEMS CONTACT

Canes Holy (2) , Darling (5) 

Dunning (2), Moir (1) 

Coopersmith (1)

Borrower’s Closet (4)

Bassinet Schechter (1)

Walkers Allen (1) , Darling (4) 

Dunning (2) 

Coopersmith (1)

Borrower’s Closet (6)

Booster Seat for Car Rusie (1) Darling (2)

Crutches Avenson (short) (1) High Chair Watts (1)

Raised Toilet Seat Holy (1) Coopersmith (1) Booster Seat for Table Watts (1)

Toilet Assist Arms Schechter (1) Pack and Play Darling (1) Brown (1)
Commode Allen (1) Darling (1) Stroller Adams (1) Schecter (1)
Shower Seat Holy (1) Darling (2) 

Dunning (1) Schecter (1) 
Coopersmith (1)Borrow-
er’s Closet (2)
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  As we are headed toward Spring that is certainly a reason for all of us 
  to be happy and to show it by a song in our hearts and a smile on our faces, 
  spreading joy to everyone.  

  Just how important is a smile?  Sometimes we don’t realize just how 
  important our smile is.  We may pass someone on the street and smile
  at them.  We may be disappointed when they don’t respond.  
  They might be just the ones that need a smile.

  Sometimes a smile may be all it takes to make someone’s day. How many times a day does a smile make
  our day?

  We were attending my husband’s college class reunion with his former roommate and his wife.  I was a
  little apprehensive as I didn’t know if I would recognize anyone in my husband’s class after so many 
  years.  How will I recognize them?
 
  My husband’s roommate’s wife was very friendly and very wise.  I asked her, “How will I know all these
  people?”

  She smiled and said, “You will know them by their smiles.
  How important our smiles are.  Remember to show your smile.
 

 

April 2021 - Smiles
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  By Allan Edmonds & Norm Holy

  The first Earth Day was April 22, 1970, and each year since then it has been observed on April 22. 
  We  observe the entire month!

 Within the church we have two special opportunities this month to observe Earth Month and to consider
 ways we impact the environment.

 1. Faith and the Climate Crisis
ALERT: The organizers are only able to hold spots for FPC until April 5 because of demand from others 
around the country. So please register as soon as possible!

 On the four Sunday afternoons after Easter our Adult 
Christian Education Committee has decided to 
 devote our Faith Forum to participation in a series of
 Sunday afternoon Zoom classes organized by 
 Presbyterian Climate Advocates, a new Presbyterian group in 
southern Indiana. The Forum will run from
 4:00 to 5:15 pm each Sunday, April 11 - May 2.

 The leaders include Carol Dunn, elder at FPC Scottsburg, Kristina Lindborg of Bloomington representing
 Citizens Climate Lobby, Beth Snyder, elder at FPC Jeffersonville, and Trish Tull, emerita professor of Bible
 at Louisville Seminary.

 Over the four weeks the group will think about our relationship with the natural world and the urgency
 of our climate crisis. We will discuss why people of faith take the crisis personally, how it especially 
 affects the poor and disadvantaged, and what can be done to promote healing. We will also hear about 
 specific actions we can take, including talking with leaders, colleagues, and neighbors to advocate for
 rapid transformation, and also making changes in our congregations and at home.

  Here’s a link to a flier about the program
 https://www.dropbox.com/s/gpibuavis82wd7w/FCC%20Brochure.pdf?dl=0

 The organizers are asking for advance online registration since they intend to keep the participant group
 small enough to allow for effective breakout groups. Although the focus is first on the Presbyterians of
 southern Indiana, the series is open to others.

April is Earth Month
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 Please consider registering now and also let Allan Edmonds know at allan.edmonds@gmail.com so he 
 can keep track of our FPC group. The Zoom link and other class materials will be sent to registered 
 participants.

 To learn more and to register go to https://www.presbyclimateadvocates.org

  2. Getting to Net Zero

 
  Also, on a Tuesday evening, April 27, 
  at 7:30 pm, the Rev. Dr. Trisha Tull will be 
  presenting a program describing ways one can 
  reduce the carbon footprint of ones home and 
  how she and her husband undertook to construct a 
  true Net Zero house. This presentation is being sponsored by the interfaith group 
  Earth Care Bloomington.

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88291666793  Meeting ID: 882 9166 6793 ] 

 Pro tip: put the Zoom link in your calendar!



4/1 - Philip Blackwell 
4/2 - Mary Lou Novy 
4/5 - Zoe Rauh 
4/9 - Bob Wingard, Mary Williams  
4/10 - Norma Miller 
4/16 - Vivian Harriss 
4/17 - Sharon Ackerman, Kathy Hollinger,  
Kevin Potter, Stephanie Kingsley Riggle 
4/19 - Penelope Bobo 
 

4/21 - Richard Nazzari 
4/22 - Beth Burcham 
4/24 - Karon Wingard, David Ciucu 
4/26 - Anne Honeycutt 
4/28 - John VanderZee 
4/30 - Virginia Baude 

 



April 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

April Fool’s Day

5:45pm
Outreach 
Committee

10am
Easter Service
(Communion)

11am 
Children Choir

7:30pm
Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

4:00pm
Membership Cmte
7:30 Deacons 
Meeting
8pm
Bible Study

4:30pm
Stewardship 
Committee
Meeting

5pm
Property 
Committee 
Meeting

10am
Worship Service
11am 
Children Choir
6pm 
Session

7pm
 Koinonia Meeting
7:00pm 
Choir Practice
8pm 
Bible Study

10am
Worship Service

11am 
Children Choir

7:00pm 
Choir Practice

8pm 
Bible Study

10am
Worship Service

11am 
Children Choir

7:30pm
Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

7pm
Choir Practice

8pm 
Bible Study


