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It is stewardship season once again and we are busy making plans to fund our 2022 mission and ministry. 
 
But raising funds for the work of the church always presents congregations with a number of conun-
drums. For example, although we all need electricity, HVAC, and water--they aren’t fun expenses. The 
same goes for church properties. Jan Edmiston, the Executive Presbyter for Charlotte Presbytery, recently 
said: “It’s more fun to know that our financial donations are going to building a hospital in Honduras or 
sending kids to camp rather than replacing the carpet in the church parlor or increasing the Educator’s 
salary . . .”

. . . unless we see all our donations as an investment in the future of God’s reign on earth.

Recently, a good number of clergy from around the country have been studying (on Zoom) Yancey Strick-
ler’s book, This Could Be Our Future: A Manifesto for a More Generous World . In one of the meetings 
someone said simply, “investment is a good word.” Yes. It’s a good word and it better expresses why we 
share our financial offerings with our congregations (and other non-profits.)

We are making an investment in people, in projects, in tools for ministry for the sake of making earth a 
little more like heaven to the glory of God.

     • PEOPLE - We want the best possible people on staff who will equip others to teach, lead, sing, visit,
        and make community happen. We want them to know we appreciate them, especially during a 
        pandemic.

     • PROJECTS - We want to love God and our neighbors as ourselves by feeding the hungry, housing the
        homeless, serving the poor, sharing what Jesus said. We hope to love as lavishly as God loves us.

     • TOOLS - The only reason to have a church building is to use it as a tool for ministry and it needs to
        be safe, clean, and open. Better to keep our tools in good shape now rather than having to replace
        them later at a much higher cost.)

Likewise, Presbyteries across the country invest in congregations so that they can provide effective min-
istry. For instance, they grant funds for churches to buy freezers (so that their food pantry can provide 
meat and cheese.) They grant funds for churches to start after-school programs (so that neighborhood 
kids have a safe place to do their homework and play.) They grant funds for churches to upgrade their 
microphones, screens, and technological capacity (so that they can offer hybrid worship.) In short, they 
invest in congregations that are making investments in their communities.
  
So, investment is a good word.
  
As the 2022 budgeting process begins in the coming weeks/months, please ask yourself: “How does our 
congregation hope to invest in the future?”

Blessings,
Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake
Interim/Transitional Senior Minister

Investment is a Good Word!  By Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake
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SESSION MEETING NOTES - September 12, 2021
                                                          
Session Actions:

• Approved the baptism of Natalie Blackwell daughter of Nick and Joanie Blackwell to take place 
        October 31, 2021

• Approved a continuation of the Celebrating Our Future campaign to make an appeal for funds to
        reduce debt from the earlier campaign and to fund new projects.

• Approved that the Property Committee begin work on the sale of the Larry Crowe property and 
        determine the best uses for the proceeds.

• Approved the following as Christian Education teachers for 2021-2022: Karen Hahn, Cyndi Johnson,   
        Kathy Hollinger, Wendy VanderZee, Jo Ann Main, Carol McGregor, Ann Schecter, Connie Cleary,
        Lynne Barrett, Dea Schneider, Gail Kenefake, Megan Becker, Nathan Ernest, Mary Burch Ratliff, and
        Meagan Williams.

• Set the date of the annual congregational meeting for October 24, 2021 after the 11 o’clock service.

Informational Items:

• FPC has extended an employment offer to an additional childcare worker in the Nursery and is 
        looking for at least one more worker.

• The Reopening Task Force is adding a contact tracing requirement for groups using the 
        church premises.

• Rev. Kenefake will begin sharing the Mission Study prepared by the committees of the church with
        the congregation to get input from members.  Please note that the study should be considered a
        draft at this point.

• The church received funding from the Paycheck Protection Program earlier this year.  
        Funding was in the form of a loan which has been forgiven so it will not have to be repaid.

• New flooring has been installed in the some of the basement areas that were flooded.  
        Additional flooring will be installed after repairs to walls are completed.

• The fall clean up date is set for December 4.



Balance on Hand January 1, 2021 $0.00

Income

Prepaid pledges for 2022

Current pledges and contributions of record 280,778.31            

Future pledges and contributions of record -                          

Prior pledges -                          

Plate Offering 151.00                     

Building Use Income 171.00                     

Miscellaneous, Reimbursements, Transfers  134,896.99            

Bank Interest 8.54                         

Ledger entries

Total Receipts 416,005.84           

Disbursements

Payroll (258,370.79)          

Non-payroll GF (108,814.76)           

Other GF Checks/Disb (includes fund transfers, non budgeted items) (43,790.30)

Total Disbursements (410,975.85)          
Balance on Hand August 31, 2021 $5,029.99

Special Funds, Balance on Hand August 31, 2021 $75,687.76

Endowment (New Covenant Funds): Balance on Hand  August 31, 2021 98,690.14$            

Reserve Fund  August 31, 2021 154,822.71$          

Campaign Fund  August 31, 2021 44,136.78$            

Campaign Fund Mortgage Balance (monthly payments: 4,934.50, ) (194,595.68)$        4.97%

Parking Lot Fund  August 31, 2021 59,472.05$            

Parking Lot Mortgage (monthly payments: 2,413.99) (197,773.12)$         2.75%

Mary C. McClellan

Treasurer

General Fund 

 Report of the Treasurer
August 31, 2021
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As we move forward with our Matthew 25 Initiative, one of the things we know we must do is make sure 
we are informed on racial justice issues and history.  To help with this, the library has made an effort to 
acquire several titles to suit all ages in this effort.  Thanks to many people who have donated titles that 
they have read and a generous donation to purchase children’s books, we now have quite a variety of 
books.

For adults, we have books that we have studied, such as “Waking Up White”, books by Black authors, 
such as “Caste” and historical books of Black lives. “Raising White Kids” helps us understand what it takes 
to raise an antiracist child.

We now have many books for children and youth. There are books that help explain that we have simi-
larities even if we don’t look the same.  We have books like those written by Ezra Jack Keats that portray 
different races. “The Perfect Blue” and “Cornrows” help children understand why others dress and look 
different than themselves.  We have modern stories and stories that tell the history of Blacks and how 
they were treated. 

As you can see, we have a variety of books.  These can be found, at the present, at the Welcome Center 
in the narthex.  Please feel free to come browse and check out books.  We certainly welcome children to 
check out books too.

Library News
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Adult Education: October Opportunities

                                                       

This class discusses Bible passages based on the weekly Revised Common Lectionary, primarily used by 
the ministers in their sermons.  The class uses a PCUSA curriculum, Feasting on the Word to enrich the 
study.  No prior Biblical knowledge is necessary, and you won’t feel lost if you miss a session. Volunteers 
take turns leading the spirited discussion.
In person study on Sunday mornings at 10:00am in Room 5.  Jim Ernest coordinates this class. The on-
line Lectionary class is not meeting currently. We anticipate starting a short-term Bible study that will be 
offered online.

Faith Forum is an exciting way to understand how your Christian faith relates to contemporary issues—theological, 
social, political, environmental, and historical. The forum discussion is led by an expert in the field coming from 
FPC, the local community, and/or the PCUSA denomination. Faith Forum is provided in three formats:

1. In person on Sunday mornings at 10:00am in Room 7.

2. Virtually through zoom connections with Room 7 at 10:00am on Sundays. The zoom link will appear in the Fri-
day announcements before the Sunday class.

3. Recordings after Sunday: On FPC’s vimeo site: vimeo.com/showcase/fpcchristianed

Questions? Contact Gary Crow at gcrow@iu.edu  

Lectionary Bible Study

Faith Forum
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October Faith Forums include:

October 3: Studying the Bible through Hymns

Hymn singing goes back to the early disciples who frequently sang as they gathered together.  We still incorporate 
hymns into our worship services for various purposes. In this Faith Forum, Karen Watts, a former church organist, 
will explore some representative hymns from the Glory to God hymnal that tell Biblical stories from both the Old 
and New Testaments. Come, listen, sing, and bring your questions.

October 10:  Social Advocacy and Faith: The PC(USA) and Public Policy

Rev. Jimmie Hawkins is the Director of the Advocacy Offices of the PC(USA). He directs the Office of Public Witness 
(OPW) in Washington DC which does public policy advocacy. Much of the office’s engagement is with members of 
Congress, the White House and the State Department. He interacts with our interfaith and ecumenical partners 
addressing issues of justice as aligned with the social witness policies of the denomination. He is also the director 
for the Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations (NMUN) located in New York City. The staff serves as a monitor 
of UN activity and engages addressing global issues of justice.

October 17: FPC’s Mission Study: A Feedback Opportunity

Please join us for a special Faith Forum on Sunday, October 17th, 10 am, to discuss the new Mission Study that the 
Session has been working on for many months during this period of transition.  Rev. Kenefake will lead the discus-
sion and walk participants through key findings and implications for future ministry here in Bloomington.  Both 
electronic and paper copies of the Mission Study will be made available well in advance of the meeting.  (Note 
that the Mission Study is still a work in progress. Congregational Feedback will be incorporated into the study and 
it is designed to offer a snapshot of the church’s ministry in recent years and suggest possible fruitful avenues of 
ministry in the near future).   

October 24: Mass Incarceration: A Question of Faith?

We’ve heard many of the statistics: the United States has the world’s highest incarceration rate, with over 2 million 
people in our country’s prisons and jails, representing an increase of 500% over the last 40 years.  People are 
receiving prison sentences (and longer sentences at that) more often.  And all of this disproportionately effects 
people of color.  An “eye for an eye” right?  Or is it “forgive, and you will be forgiven”?  Join Pastor Kelley to learn 
about what our faith tells us about this issue at the heart of justice and mercy.
 
October 31: “The Privilege of Being Queer: A Life of Surprises and Gratitude”

Doug Bauder will be our guest for this Faith Forum. Doug is an ordained pastor in the Moravian Church, a graduate 
of Princeton Theological Seminary, and the founding Director of IU’s LGBTQ+ Culture Center. Doug retired from IU 
in 2019 and has since written his memoirs entitled “The Privilege of Being Queer: A Life of Surprises 
and Gratitude”.
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Give blood.  Help save lives.
 Your blood donation is greatly needed!

Pat Riggins Blood Drive 
                                                    First Presbyterian Church, Lyman Hall,
                                                      Thursday, October 14, 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
     
      To sign up go to www.redcrossblood.org,  in the top right corner enter sponsor code “FPCBLOOM” to   
      schedule your blood donation appointment.  

     - coordinated by Don Hollinger for the Outreach Committee
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 The FPC Coffee Cart is back! – Sunday, October 10
                                             
 
                                                                                 You will find the cart outside in the grassy area next                 
                                                                                 to the parking lot after worship on Sunday, October 10.  
                                                                                 Stop by to visit and look over our Equal Exchange coffee, 
                                                                                 chocolate, and tea choices.  You may also still order ahead of  
                                                                                 time, and your items will be bagged and ready for payment
                                                                                 and pick-up.   

                                                                                    Contact Debbi Conkle at debbiconkle@gmail.com or 
                                                                             812-333-1712, to order ahead, for delivery, or for questions.

                                                                                
                                                                          Coffee $10: Hazelnut Crème Drip, Breakfast Blend Drip, Organic    
                                                                          Decaf Drip, Breakfast Blend BEAN, Organic Decaf BEAN, Café Nica
                                                                          French Roast BEAN (dark) (12 oz.)
   

 Coffee $12: Sisters’ Blend Drip (1 lb.) 

 Tea $4: English Breakfast, Earl Grey, Chai, Green, NEW Jasmine Green, Decaf English Breakfast, Ginger 
 Caffeine free, Peppermint Caffeine free, Rooibos Caffeine free (20 bags)

 Chocolate bars $4: Panama Extra Dark (80%), Very Dark Chocolate (71%), 
 Dark Chocolate w/ Orange 67%, Dark Chocolate w/ Almond pieces (55%), 
 Dark Chocolate w/ Whole Almond & Sea Salt (55%), Dark Caramel Crunch w/ sea salt (55%)

 Cocoa $6.50: Organic Hot Cocoa Mix (add water) (12 oz.) 

 Checks may be written to First Presbyterian Church, with COFFEE on the memo line.

 Thank you for your support of small farmers and our mission work in Posoltega, Nicaragua!
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                                                                              Alternative West Virginia Mission Trip
                                                                   Due to COVID, FPC youth and mission trip  leaders and volu
                                                                              teers were unable to travel to West Virginia again this year. 
                                                                              Typically, a group of youth and adults travel to West Virginia to
                                                                              help needy families keep their homes safe and comfortable.            
                                                                              This year, those adult leaders and youth were instead able to
                                                                              provide that same sort of help locally to Nasrin Hepfer, a friend
                                                                              of our church who experienced great loss over the past year.
 
                                                                             

Nasrin’s husband Greg, and their children 
Adrian and Daniel were participants in multiple 
mission trips to West Virginia.  
Greg died unexpectedly on August 18, 2020.   Not long after, Nasrin was diagnosed with cancer, and she 
continues to undergo treatment.  It has been a very difficult time for her.

When Michael Williams, leader of the West Virginia mission trips, and Associate Pastor Kelley Jepsen 
talked about a possible alternative, there was little doubt that helping Nasrin was the perfect choice.  

Replacing broken doors on the garage, building a railing 
around the deck, painting, and clearing brush were 
carried out by more than 30 volunteers the weekend 
of August 14-15.  In addition, FPC members donated food 
and snacks for the workers.  Others gave designated 
donations to go toward materials, and funds from the 
Outreach Committee’s Mission Trip budget line were 
used to finance the rest. 

                                                                          Thank you to all of the volunteers and donors who pitched in to make the
                                                                          Alternative Mission Trip a success!  
                                                                          Nasrin’s smile shows her deep appreciation!
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Posoltega Update

The pandemic has curtailed our trips to Nicaragua but not our 
mission efforts.  Every month, FPC provides essential financial 
support for our sister church, the Jesus of Nazareth Parish of Posoltega, 
and for a highly successful music school for children.  
Working with the Bloomington-Posoltega Sister Cities Committee, 
we continue to provide scholarships to students from Posoltega attending 
college in Nicaragua.  In addition, using designated contributions and 
coffee cart proceeds, we recently sent special funding to help support 
an urgent project to waterproof and repaint the parish’s historic church building.

                                                   Reliable information about Covid-19 is hard to find. 
                                                   The pandemic has taken a toll in Nicaragua, but exactly how much of a toll is
                                                   difficult to say.  Very few Nicaraguans have been vaccinated, but some of our 
                                                   elderly friends in Posoltega are among them.  Both the parish and the music
                                                   school have implemented special coronavirus safeguards.  
                                                   As far as we know, none of our direct mission partners, 
                                                   and no one in our host families, has succumbed to the disease.

                                                   Although not from Covid, we recently lost a very special friend and long-time
                                                   mission partner, Rigoberto Rodriguez.  Rigoberto, also known as Rigito, 
                                                   was a warm and delightful human being.  
                                                   He was a poet, an artist, and a craftsman, and he used his extraordinary skills
                                                   to benefit his community, the Posoltega parish, and our own church as well.                  
                                                   For many years, he offered wood-working classes for young Posoltegans.  
He crafted a beautiful pulpit for the Posoltega church.  And he fashioned a cross than hangs in the balcony 
of our own church, as well as five smaller crosses that are displayed in various FPC classrooms.  Take a look 
when you have a chance, and offer a word of thanks for Rigito, his life, and his work. 

              

Our friends and partners in Posoltega are enormously grateful for 
our support, both tangible and spiritual, as they confront the ongoing 
pandemic, continuing economic deprivation, and an increasingly 
difficult political situation in their country.  In return, they love us and 
pray for us.  In a recent email, Padre José Antonio Jacamo, the newly 
installed parish priest, said he hopes that a group from FPC can return 
to Posoltega soon, where he and his congregation will welcome us
 with open arms.  But he added that we “already occupy an enormous 
place in the hearts” of the Posoltega people.  He sent the love of his 
congregation and an “abrazo” (hug) for each and every member of 
our congregation.

To learn more about our Posoltega mission, including support or 
participation opportunities, contact Dan Conkle, conkle@indiana.edu.

Drawing by Drawing by 
Scarleth Larios, 16, of 

Posoltega

Rigoberto Rodriguez, presenting 
Cross to Dave Boeyink of FPC.



First Press

11

Dear Friends

As we collectively make our way down the path of social justice as a Matthew 25 congregation, I wanted 
to take this opportunity to invite you to the Bloomington premier of Considering Matthew Shepard to be 
performed by the Bloomington Chamber Singers under the baton of Gerald Sousa. Media production is 
by Camilla Tassi of New Haven, CT with the lighting/set design by Allen Hahn of Bloomington. 

This magnificent multi-media production of Craig Hella Johnson’s 2016 acclaimed oratorio reflects on the 
events surrounding a truly national tragedy, the brutal beating of a gay University of Wyoming student, 
Matthew Shepard, who was tied to a fence post and left to die on an October night in 1998 in Laramie, 
Wyoming.

This work, while an enduring memorial to his memory and a sweeping meditation of the cruelties of our 
prejudices, is ultimately a universal call for love, compassion and hope in a better world.

This “fusion oratorio” draws on a huge diversity of musical styles- literally something for everyone- and 
guides the listener on an intimate, spiritual and emotional journey from the truly harrowing events of 
1998 toward an affirmation of a singular belief: that our love for one another, our beloved community, 
transcends differences of race, gender, sexual orientation and religion.

Performance times are Saturday, October 9, 7:30 PM and Sunday, October 10, 3:00 PM at the Bus-
kirk-Chumley Theatre and will be live-streamed by Mandolin as well. 

Tickets are available at the BCT box office, bctboxoffice.org, or from the Bloomington Chamber Singers 
website, https://www.chambersingers.info/concerts-all/considering-matthew-shepard.

Linda and I are long-time members of the chorus, and many choir alumni are past or present members 
our church.  Our new Children’s Choir director, Nicholas Sienkiewicz, plays the role of Matthew.

We hope to see you there at what promises to be a moving and unforgettable experience!

David Giedroc
On behalf of the FPC Racial Justice Task Force
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My dad used to have many wise saying that stuck with me.  
He was a college professor and liked to say things out of his own 
wisdom and hoped they would stick with his three children.  
I think they must have.  At least they did with me, 
as I remember many things he said. At least I repeat them.

My dad loved pets and insisted that we take good care of them.  
He used to say, “A pet without water is a pitiful thing.”  We always saw that our pets had water.

As Christians we need, “The living water,” that is Christ Jesus.  We know how important water is to our 
bodies, keeping us hydrated.  

Let’s keep our souls hydrated with “The Living Water.”  It’s always there.  
Christ is the living water for whom people are thirsting.

Living Water By Pat Stackhouse
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10/1 - Sherry Middleton, Gary Crow
10/2 - Mary Beth Novy
10/3 - Linda Zager, Ann Edmonds, 
Dan Fuson, Matei Ciucu
10/4 - Judy Fulford
10/5 - Karen Watts
10/6 - Aidan Johnson
10/7 - Drew Barlow, Isabel Schneider
10/10  -  Peg Creech, Enid Richards, 
Sarah McKenney  
10/11 - Michael Donovan
10/13 - Mary Bohenkamp
10/14 -  Sandra Canizares, Nancy Nelson, 
Elaine Schenck, George Strycker
 

10/16 - Rich Van Doren 
10/17 - Paul Rothrock
10/18 - Spencer Varner
10/19 - Daniel Watts
10/20 - Leah Johnson 
10/23 - Boyd Hahn, Linda Potter
10/25 - Isabelle Rauh
10/27 - Sophie Giedroc
10/28 - Elias Bobo
10/29 - Judy Holy, Nick Blackwell
10/30- Ava Mitchell, Gabriel Mitchell
10/31 -Jim Ernest

   



October 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

10 am Sunday School
11 am
Worship Service
(Communion)
4 pm
Outdoor W. Service

5 pm Stewardship
5:45 pm
Outreach Ctte
6:30 pm
Christian Ed

12 pm
Prayer Gathering
1 pm Circle Mary
5 pm Property Ctte
7pm Choir practice

10 am 
Sunday School
11 am
Worship Service
6pm FPC Session

11:30 am
Emmaus Group

7pm Koinonia 

5:30pm
PNC Meeting

6pm
Worship Ctte

2pm
Blood Drive

7pm Choir practice

10 am 
Sunday School
11 am
Worship Service
6pm Youth time 

6 pm
Theology on Tap

6 pm
Membership Ctte

5:30pm
PNC Meeting

12 pm
Prayer Gathering

7pm Choir practice

10 am 
Sunday School
11 am
Worship Service
12pm Congregational 
Meeting

11:30 am
Emmaus Group

5:30pm
PNC Meeting

7pm Choir practice

10 am 
Sunday School
11 am
Worship Service
6pm Youth time


