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Two Worship Services at
 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

begins Sunday, September 8th

Sunday morning
Christian Education for all ages

returns September 8th at 9:50 a.m.
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9/1 - Kim Gray
          JoEllen Baldwin 
9/2 - Carole Allen
9/3 - Cathy Hahn
9/4 - Andy Chickedantz
          Addie Schmucker
9/8 - Dotti Riggins
9/10 - Sarah Nickel
9/11 - Ruth Holman
9/15 - Jim Dunning
9/16 - Pat Stackhouse
            Ginny Coppedge

Equal Exchange Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate

Please visit the coffee cart after the 10:00 a.m. service on 
Sunday, September  1.  You can find the coffee cart in the 

narthex, between the Sanctuary and Lyman Hall, one Sunday of 
each month.  Watch the bulletin and newsletter for dates! 

All profits from these organic, fair trade products go toward 
First Presbyterian Church’s mission work in Posoltega, Nicaragua. 

Bicentennial Tee Shirts for sale in narthex before and after worship September 1.  
Cost is $10, cash or check.  This is your last regular opportunity!
The Bicentennial Time Line will go up in Lyman Hall September 1 and for each    
Sunday in September, coming down after our Celebration Potluck on September 22.
Put on your calendar!  FPC’s Bicentennial Celebration Potluck Supper and Program 
in Lyman Hall Sunday evening, September 22nd!  Details and info on what to bring 
will be available soon.  Wear your Tee Shirt!!!

9/18 - Julie King
9/20 - Joy Main
            Kevin Bobo
            Penelope Blackwell
9/21 - Roberta Taylor
            Ron Jensen
9/23 - Carol Avenson
9/25 - Karen Hahn
9/26 - Gail Dunning
            Carol Barrett
9/29 - Jamie Prenkert

Birthdays

Years ago First Presbyterian Church chose the Area 10 Food Pantry service as a 
charitable organization to partner with.
Once a month, FPC members and friends bag grocery items to be delivered to the 
needy clients on Wednesday or Thursday.   It has been a successful partnership 
and it is a joy to announce that Gail Dunning has been chosen as one of 15 
volunteers who will receive recognition on September 20th at the Area 10 offices 
in Ellettsville. She has volunteered since the program began and now is one of the 
Chairs.  She joyfully answers questions, finds enough bags and makes the 
volunteers feel that they are needed, which they are.  Congratulations to Gail!

Bicentennial Task Force
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A Year for the Record Books by Norm Holy and Allan Edmonds

You probably heard. But it bears repeating.
This July was the hottest month on modern record, ever since careful records have been kept, starting 
in the 1880s. In fact, 9 of the 10 hottest Julys on record have occurred since 2005 and this was the 43rd 
consecutive July above the 20th century average.
According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the global average temperature, 
over land and sea and northern and southern hemispheres, for the month of July was 1.71 degrees    
Fahrenheit above the 20th century average of 60.4 F. 
In Indiana with heavy spring rains and hotter than average July, we’re beginning to experience our own 
“new normal” of erratic weather patterns.
This summer Alaska has been warmer than some of the lower 48 states, with overall temperature 3.6 F 
above average. In addition, lower than usual moisture is now leading to wildfires.
Greenland’s ice sheets have been melting precipitously this summer, way ahead of conservative           
projections. We can only hope the melting there has not yet reached an unstoppable tipping point.
At the same time, global carbon emissions are continuing to rise to new highs, after a brief slow-down in 
2016-2017, with 2018 having set a new record for total annual output.
We’re in for a wild roller coaster ride.

KOINONIA INVITATION
The Koinonia Circle will have its first meeting of the fall on Tuesday, September 10, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church parlor. We are a service and support group and would love to have additional ladies take part in 
our circle and would welcome new service ideas. 
We meet for three months during the fall with our main focus being planning and execution of the 
Christmas Store & Auction which has been a tradition of our church for many, many years.  The proceeds 
from this has been able to fund the purchase of Christmas gifts for the children of Posoltega and the     
support of several local charities which benefit children. 
We also meet for three months during the spring with our main focus then being the support of our     
missions travelers. 
Throughout the year we supply snack items to Hospice House for patients’ visitors because a need was 
identified by one of our members.  We oversee the display cabinet in Lyman Hallway, which invites church 
members to share some of their collections for a few months at a time.  Speaking of which, a new display 
will be needed soon; so please let us know if you are willing to share for the fall. Gail Dunning, Koinonia 
Leader - (812)325-0514 or gdunning45@sbcglobal.net.
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New exciting offerings for adult education that will help you deepen your faith and enrich your faith jour-
ney with others. Sunday mornings at 9:50 a.m.

Lectionary Bible Study
This class discusses Bible passages based on the weekly Revised Common Lectionary and uses a new cur-
riculum, Feasting on the Word, to enrich the study.  Volunteers take turns leading the spirited discussion.
 September 8  The Cost of Discipleship Luke 14: 25-33
 September 15  Rejoice with Me  Luke 15: 1-10
 September 22  Praying for All   1 Timothy 2:1-7
 September 29  Living Eternally Now  1 Timothy 6:6-19
Lectionary Bible Study meets in Room 5.

Parents of Young Children
This new adult education offering provides an opportunity for parents of young children to share their 
concerns, resources, celebrations, and ideas with other parents as they guide their children in their faith 
journeys.  The format of each session is an informal conversation on topics that arise organically from 
shared conversations.  Emily and Kevin Bobo will facilitate the group.
Parents of young children meet around a table in Lyman Hall.

Faith Forum
This popular opportunity includes presentations and discussions over a range of issues and concerns that 
we face as Christians in our faith journeys.  The schedule for September Faith Forums includes:
 September 8: Presbyterians in Cuba. Sandra Santos and Oscar Canizares have enriched our FPC 
community and now they share their experiences as Presbyterians in another country—Cuba.  They will 
discuss similarities and differences in their experiences as Presbyterians in Cuba and the U.S. along with 
the issues they believe the Presbyterian church faces in Cuba.
 September 15: The Plight of Uyghurs in China. Mustafa Aksul, Director of Cultural Affairs, Campaign 
for Uyghurs and an IU graduate student in Central Eurasian Studies, will provide his perspective on how 
the Uyghur ethnic and faith community is being treated in China and the use of re-education centers.
 September 22: Building Bridges in Bloomington. Beverly Calender-Anderson, Director of Community 
and Family Resources for the City of Bloomington, will focus on the issues of downtown Bloomington, 
volunteering, and diversity. Come and discuss how our faith can be expressed in our own community.
 September 29: Science and Faith—Part I. This is the first in a three-part series involving high school 
youth and adults in a conversation of how science and faith relate.  This session will bring together a 
panel of local scientists (biologist, chemist, geologist) to stimulate our conversation on how faith 
influences scientific practice.  Both youth and adults confront controversies around beginnings, e.g., 
creation, that present questions and perspectives for all of us on how science is practiced within the 
context of faith.
Faith Forum is held in Room 7.

Adult Education Begins Again - September 8
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COMING this autumn: two study series, each lasting for 6 weeks, are planned. 

The first, led by Rich Van Doren, will begin in mid-September. Rich has a heart for the troubled times 
in which we live and believes that we can learn much from Old Testament prophets and encourage the 
Church to speak prophetically to our culture. Here is what Rich says:
ARE THESE THE LAST GREAT DAYS OF THE U.S.A.?
We don’t like to think about these things, and of course we don’t want to hear such threatening ideas 
during worship, but the trends and facts are clear: the United States of America is a desperately troubled 
culture that cries out for a change of heart and reform. The Old Testament prophets saw similar trends in 
their own country, identified them specifically, and warned their people that God was not pleased. They 
also said God’s love was/is eternal and unshakable and it was/is never too late to avoid disaster.
The series will focus on the minor prophets of the Old Testament and the apocalyptic words of Jesus Christ 
in Matthew 24 and Mark 13. Always with an emphasis on hope, Rich will led an examination of the 
symptoms of a nation in trouble and in need of repentance, and our call to join in saving our country. 

Small Group Special Study Series

SCREWTAPE LETTERS
The second study series, led by Laura Gardner, will begin in late October. 
Laura is both enthusiastic and remarkably conversant in the writings of 
C.S. Lewis. Lewis wrote both fiction and essays that enliven our Christian 
walk including the 1942 classic entitled “Screwtape Letters.” To make 
participation really easy, Laura will start each session with a 20 minute 
dramatization from “Screwtape” starring Andy Serkis. In case you are 
unfamiliar with the satirical tale, Screwtape is an experienced devil 
instructing his young charge, Wormwood, on how to tempt and lead his 
human astray. Come find out how sly the strategies can be!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: an organizational meeting for Rich’s series will be held after the second service 
on September 8. The organizational meeting for Laura’s series will be held on October 20. Contact Paul 
Rothrock prothrock73@gmail.com if you have questions or cannot make it to an organizational meeting.
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Report of Accounts July 2019
General Fund     $29,005.62
Special Funds  $53,438.38
Reserve Fund $11,273.44
Endowment (New Covenant Funds)  $81,324.07
Capital Campaign Fund  $47,229.84
Capital Campaign Mortgage $(292,233.96)

Parking Lot Fund $41,639.16
Parking Lot Mortgage $(243,795.94)

CDs
93222825 (exp. 2/7/2020) @ .25%   $50,659.52
IUCD (13 month APY: 2.5%)  $10,089.72
IUCD (13 month APY: 2.5%)  $30,269.17

Notes: 
First Presbyterian Church owes $15,560 for per 
capita in 2019.  To date we have received $5,804 
from members of the congregation.  Please 
consider joining them.  By doing so you can help 
reduce the the burden on our operating fund in a 
significant way.  If you have questions, please 
contact Mary McClellan at (812) 332-1514 or
mary@fpcbloomington.org.
What we are able to accomplish in 2019 will 
depend on how close we are able to get to our 
pledge goal of $561,817.  If you have not made a 
pledge or are not sure if you submitted a pledge 
card, please contact Mary McClellan.  Cards are 
available in the pews and the narthexes.

Last Summer Gathering at Larry Crowe
Did you know that FPC owns a beautiful property off of State Road 46 E, on the way to Nashville, IN?  
This summer, we are planning several informal gatherings on various Saturday evenings at the Larry 
Crowe property, to enjoy fellowship with each other and a little piece of God’s creation.  There is a 
shelter with picnic tables, a fire circle, a pump with potable water, an outhouse and a large grassy area 
for playing.  It’s a perfect set-up to get out in nature for the evening.  And on a clear night, the star gazing 
is amazing.
The date is: September 28
The plan is to arrive around 5:30 p.m., but come whenever you 
are available, and stay as long as you would like.  It is even an 
option to camp on the property overnight, so if you would like 
to do that, just bring your gear!  You can also bring balls, Fris-
bees, corn hole, etc.  These gatherings are intended to be very 
informal, so if you would like to eat dinner, please plan to bring 
something to cook over the fire for yourself, and perhaps a side 
dish to share. You may also bring the beverage of your choice.  
S’more fixings will always be available!  
Directions to the property can be found on Google Maps by searching for ‘Larry Crowe Retreat Center’.  
The approximate address is 3701 Hickory Hill Dr., Nashville, IN.  If you have any questions about these 
gatherings, or ideas for other events at the property, please contact Mary Beth Novy, 
mbnovy@icloud.com, (812) 219-9309.  Come join us!
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Seashell Reflections by Pat Stackhouse

September is the last-ditch attempt for some to go on a vacation before Fall.  A few 
years ago, my husband and I choose Sanibel Island, Florida, with its peaceful setting for 
a final vacation spot.
Walking along the beach on Sanibel Island before breakfast has got to be one of the 
most relaxing experiences in the world.  This particular morning, my husband and I 
were on a mission to comb the beach for beautiful and unique shells.
As we walked along the water’s edge, I noticed many of the shells were broken while 
others were whole and lovely.  One thing for certain, no two shells were alike.
Opening the shell collection bag, we choose the best shells, putting them in the bag and rejected the    
imperfect ones.  We threw the broken ones into the Gulf or back on the beach for others to step on 
eventually or pick up.
The shells were unique, all different.  Like them, some of us are whole and happy, while others are      
broken from past events or the stress of the present.
Like rejecting some of the shells, some people may feel rejected.  Let us accept all people for what they 
are rejecting none.
God, unlike our rejecting some shells, rejects none of us.  We are so fortunate to have a loving Father 
who accepts all of us like we are.

May I add a personal note.  I would like to thank all who have expressed appreciation for my devotions.  I 
want you to know the extent of my appreciation for your comments. 

An Invitation to Learn and Grow as We Welcome Others to Belong
The members of First Presbyterian Church, along with other local churches, have been invited to attend a 
series of information and training sessions designed to help Stone Belt clients connect with local 
congregations of their choice. It will be seeking volunteers, for example, to sit with a person in worship 
or to help provide transportation for some of Stone Belt’s clients who would like to attend our church.  
The training will also help FPC members in their interactions with those already in our congregation who 
have developmental/ intellectual disabilities.  The series is called Belonging, and was developed by our 
own Rev. Sarah VanderZee McKenney in her position as Stone Belt’s Spiritual Support Coordinator.  

The sessions will be held over the next few months.  Each of the five sessions or trainings is offered 
multiple times to accommodate different schedules.  See the complete schedule on the next page. 
Save the dates and RSVP to smckenney@stonebelt.org.
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   Your Congregation is Invited: 
Stone Belt's BELONGING Series! 

  
RSVP or to ask questions: email Rev. Sarah VanderZee McKenney at smckenney@stonebelt.org  

OR visit Stone Belt's Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/StoneBeltArc/ 
 
 

SPIRITUAL COMPANION INFO SESSIONS 
People with disabilities often experience lack of access and lack of transportation options. This leads to exclusion from 
their faith, meaningful relationships, and more.  This will include discussion about the role of a spiritual companion and 

how the program might help these issues while building meaningful relationships. 
 

September 11th 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. OR September 14th 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at St Marks United Methodist Church 
November 13th 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. OR November 16th 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at Unitarian Universalist Church 

 
COMMUNICATION TRAINING 

This training will focus on COMMUNICATION and the diverse ways people communicate. Communication enables people 
to share wants, needs, thoughts, interests, etc., and helps them grow in deeper relationship with one another.  

 
Presenters: Sarah Beck, Speech Therapist 

Michael Ely, Digital Production Assistant at Indiana Institute on Disability and Community 
Rev. Sarah VanderZee McKenney, Stone Belt's spiritual support coordinator 

 
September 24th 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. at First United Church 
September 26th 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at First United Church 

  
INCLUSIVE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TRAINING 

Studies show that most children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities want to be in integrated rather 
than put in a specialized class.  Presenters offer helpful resources, information, and strategies that can easily be 

implemented in current programming to create a diverse and inclusive experience   
 

Presenters: Pam McCoy, Stone Belt's behavior supports specialist 
Rev. Sarah VanderZee McKenney, Stone Belt's spiritual support coordinator 

 
October 15th 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. at St. Thomas Lutheran Church 
October 17th 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. at St. Thomas Lutheran Church 

 
INCLUSIVE WORSHIP TRAINING 

People are created with diverse abilities, challenges, learning styles, and communication. The same is so for WORSHIP. 
This training will look at different forms of worship expression, sensory, and strategies to enhance the worship experience.  

 
Presenters: Rev. Sarah VanderZee McKenney, Stone Belt's Spiritual Support Coordinator 

 
November 12th 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church 
November 14th 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church 

 
AUTISM AND SPIRITUALITY 

People with autism spectrum disorder process and communicate information in different ways. They will talk a little  
about what autism is and various resources, techniques, and practices that will enhance communication,  

participation, and relationships to move toward BELONGING. 
 

Presenters: Cyndi Johnson, MDiv, parent of son with autism and family advocate The Arc of Indiana 
Adria Nassim, a columnist for the Herald-Times and self-advocate for Indiana Institute for Disability and Community 

Rev. Sarah VanderZee McKenney, Stone Belt's Spiritual Support Coordinator 
 

January 28th 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church 
January 30th 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church 
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Get Out & Get Involved

9/9: The Fiber Arts Group (knitters, crocheters, weavers, spinners, quilters, cross-stitchers, sew-ers, et 
al.) meets the second Monday of each month from 1:30-4:30 p.m., and on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the parlor. New members are welcome. Contact Sue Connell, (812) 339-
8768, or suerconnell@gmail.com for information.
9/16: Theology on Tap: Meets the 3rd Monday of each month at Chili’s, 2811 E. 3rd St., at 6:00 p.m. Adults 
of all ages are invited to our next get together on September 16th; the conversation will consider the new 
view of heaven. 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2018/february-web-only/new-view-of-heaven-too-small-resurrection-hope.html 
For more info contact Paul Rothrock at prothrock73@gmail.com.
9/16: Schedule those meetings today! The October First Press newsletter deadline is Monday, September 
16th. Please send all announcements to Karla in the church office at karla@fpcbloomington.org.
9/20: Our monthly Men’s Breakfast will meet at Village Deli at 7:30 a.m. on Friday, September 20th. This 
will be our usual time for a Dutch-treat breakfast and conversation. We have no formal program and no 
advance sign-up. We hope you will join us on the 20th and all third Fridays for this time of fellowship.
9/21: Kids’ Night In. From 5:00-8:00 p.m. This is a ministry for children birth-2nd grade. Come hang out 
with our nursery staff for a fun night of games and creating! Please RSVP with nursery coordinator Crystal 
Ritter at crystal@fpcbloomington.org, so that she can plan for your child’s participation.
9/25: The Fiber Arts Group (knitters, crocheters, weavers, spinners, quilters, cross-stitchers, sew-ers, et 
al.) meets the second Monday of each month from 1:30-4:30 p.m., and on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the parlor. New members are welcome. Contact Sue Connell, (812) 339-
8768, or suerconnell@gmail.com for information.
9/23: FPC Dining Out: Monday, September 23, 6:00 p.m. at Red Lobster - 3rd & College. Join your friends 
from FPC for our monthly Dutch treat meal. RSVP to Lou Moir (812) 332-0472 or moirl@indiana.edu.
9/29: FPC Book Group meets at 7:00 p.m. in the downstairs activity room in the main building at the Bell 
Trace Retirement Community off of East 10th Street. This month’s book by Barbara Kingsolver is 
Unsheltered. Leader: Judy Schroeder. How could two hardworking people do everything right in life, a 
woman asks, and end up destitute? Willa Knox and her husband followed all the rules as responsible 
parents and professionals, and have nothing to show for it but debts and an inherited brick house that 
is falling apart. In another time, a troubled husband and public servant asks, how can a man tell the 
truth, and be reviled for it? A science teacher with a passion for honest investigation, Thatcher Green-
wood, finds himself under siege: his employer forbids him to speak of the exciting work just published by 
Charles Darwin. Unsheltered is the story of two families, in two centuries, who live at the corner of Sixth 
and Plum in Vineland, N.J., navigating what seems to be the end of the world as they know it. 
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September 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

10a Worship & 
Communion
11a Fellowship Time

11:30a FPC Time of 
Prayer

6:30p Deacons Meeting 5:45p Outreach Mtg
6:30p Committee Night

1p PW Circle Mary
6p Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:30p Emmaus Group 2
7p Choir Practice

9/11a Worship 
9:50a Christian Education
12p Fellowship Time & 
Children’s Choir Practice
6p FPC Session
6p FPC Youth 

1:30p Fiber Arts 
Group

7p PW Koinonia Circle 6p Personnel 
Committee Meeting

6p Bell Choir Rehearsal
7p Choir Practice

9a Presbytery Mtg

9/11a Worship 
9:50a Christian Education
12p Fellowship Time & 
Children’s Choir Practice

11:30a Emmaus   
Small Group
6p Theology on Tap

4:30p Membership 
Committee

6:30p Missing Peace 6p Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:30p Emmaus Group 2
7p Choir Practice

7:30a Men’s Breakfast 5p Kids’ Night In

9/11a Worship 
9:50a Christian Education
12p Fellowship Time & 
Children’s Choir Practice
5:30p Bicentennial Task 
Force Potluck

12p Luncheon 
Fellowship Circle
6p FPC Dining Out - 
Red Lobster

6:30p Fiber Arts 
Group

6p Bell Choir Rehearsal
7p Choir Practice

5:30p Saturday Evening 
at Larry Crowe

9/11a Worship 
9:50a Christian Education
12p Fellowship Time & 
Children’s Choir Practice
7p FPC Book Group

Coffee Cart

Area 10 Grocery Bagging & Delivery

Office Closed Office Closed

First Press Deadline


