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Pastor’s 2017 Annual Report

Christian Education
This past year I led the Inquirers’ Class, led an occasional Faith Forum, and led our Elders in a study of the 
Belhar Confession. On a personal side, I was thrilled to complete my Doctor of Ministry program and graduate 
from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. I cannot thank you all enough for the many ways you were generous to, 
and with, me during this process! I also traveled to Germany on a “Footsteps of Martin Luther” learning tour and 
celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. This was a trip of a lifetime! Additionally, I 
was invited to participate in a program at the Duke University Divinity School called, “A Convocation of Christian 
Leaders.” This year-long cohort experience was a tremendous opportunity and a joy. I also attended the NEXT 
Church National Conference in Kansas City and presented on “A Rule for Church Leaders” based on my work with 
our Session.  
Pastoral Care
One of the most profound honors of being a member of the clergy is the way I am invited into the lives of so many 
people and families. Sometimes this involves joyful and happy occasions full of celebration—like weddings and the 
birth of a new baby. But frequently this involved challenging and difficult times. Walking alongside of and being 
with God’s children during illness and injury, surgeries, death, loss of a job or a relationship, times of stress and 
struggle just to name a few. I prayed with you in your homes, in my office, in hospitals, and in care-centers. We 
communicated and stayed in touch over the phone, through email, and via text-message. My hope is that I was 
able to remind you of God’s constant and abiding love during these times. 
Administrative/Organizational
Like many other vocations, there is a seemingly never-ending supply of administration and organization that     
happens on a daily and weekly basis. In 2017, I worked closely with the Membership, Outreach and Mission, 
Nominating, Personnel, Property, Stewardship, UKirk, and Worship Committees. I was also a member of the Organ 
Task Force and the Capital Campaign Committee. 
Other
Additionally, I served as Moderator of the Congregational Mission and Vitality Committee of the Presbytery of 
Ohio Valley. I was also a member of the Personnel Committee and the Leadership Team of the Synod of Lincoln 
Trails. Along with the congregation, we were awarded a Clergy Renewal (Sabbatical) grant through Christian 
Theological Seminary in Indianapolis and the Lilly Foundation. I am beyond grateful and excited! 

With profound gratitude to God for the year that was, with great hope for the year ahead, and with a tremendous 
joy for the honor of being your pastor,

The Rev. Dr. Andrew T. Kort

It is always a delight to look back on the past year and remember our 
time together as Pastor and  Congregation. Along the way there were 
moments large and small, special and mundane, and so much more. 
While it is impossible to capture everything, what follows are some of 
the pieces that make up the picture of 2017 and my work with First 
Presbyterian Church. 
Worship
One of my greatest joys is the planning and leading of worship. The 
planning and leading of Sunday worship is at the heart of my ministry. 
As always, it is a tremendous pleasure and responsibility to preach and 
proclaim the word of God. I am thankful for Katy Strand, Kim Adams, 
and Chris Young for their teamwork, creativity, and collaboration in our 
worship leadership. In addition to Sunday mornings, we worshiped at 
weddings, funerals, at Meadowood, Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Thanksgiving Interfaith services, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, a 
community Good Friday service, “Blue Christmas,” Christmas Eve, week-
day services during Lent and Advent. We celebrated the sacraments of 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We welcomed guest preachers and I was 
honored to preach beyond the walls of First Presbyterian, too. 
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Associate Pastor’s Report

support for the Board of Deacons, the Christian Education Committee (including the children’s, youth, and adult 
subcommittees), as well as the Membership and Small Group Committees. For a second year in a row, I have had 
the honor to serve alongside a faithful, caring, and gifted staff, Session, and lay leaders.
It is a joy to plan worship with FPC’s gifted staff, and also with our children, youth, and several adults throughout 
the year. Thirteen youth led us in worship on Youth Sunday, and two high school youth along with an adult 
attendee and I, led us in worship following our first Montreat High School conference! In August we gave a warm 
Hoosier welcome to Rev. Larryetta Ellis, from Edgewood Presbyterian Church in Lewisburg, WVA (FPC’s WVA 
mission travelers’ “home away from home”) to the pulpit. 
We celebrated the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformations in October and gave thanks and praise to God 
for a great cloud of witnesses when we celebrated All Saints Sunday in November. In December, fifteen children 
led us through the Nativity story for the Christmas Pageant. What a blessing it is for our congregation to have so 
many children, youth, and adults serve as worship leaders, faithfully sharing their gifts in ministry.
One of many things I enjoy about ministry is the opportunity for growth, myself included!  Confirmation Class 
kicked off with nine youth. I planned and led each lesson, every Sunday from January through March, exploring 
with the confirmands what it means to belong to God and the faith community.  In June I helped lead a combined 
VBS with our siblings in Christ, from FPC, First Christian and Trinity Episcopal Church. Then in July, I attended the 
Montreat High School Youth Conference, “A Missing Peace,” with two youth and two adults from FPC. In 
September, we kicked off a seven week course on the Protestant Reformations, which I had the pleasure of 
organizing and sharing leadership. 
In the spirit of learning, my 2017 study leave included participation and leadership at the annual Association of 
Presbyterian Christian Educators conference in Denver, CO where I shared about my experience writing for the 
new children’s story Bible, “Growing in God’s Love,” that will be published January 8, 2018. In August, I attended 
Godly Play training in Indianapolis and earned the certification as a Godly Play teacher, along with three other 
members of the congregation. I attended the Synod of Lincoln Trails 26th New Pastor’s Program at the Geneva 
Center in northern Indiana in September. Lastly, I began my work with the Presbytery of Ohio Valley’s Committee 
on Ministry, which has been a tremendous learning experience and a meaningful way to serve the presbytery.
Throughout the year I provided pastoral care on home visits, in my office, at the hospital and rehab facilities. We 
met for coffee, tea, and even at table. We shared our joys and concerns. We laughed and we cried. Such tender 
moments are deeply profound, and connect us in ways that both deepen and strengthen our relationship with 
God and with one another. Furthermore, I’ve witnessed firsthand the many ways our children, youth, and adults 
have cared for the members and friends of FPC and people outside of our faith community, through the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day of service, Vacation Bible School, West Virginia mission trip, and Heifer Market. 

Dear Friends,
It continues to be a privilege to serve as your Associate Pastor at 
First Presbyterian Church, Bloomington. My family and I have now 
lived here for just over two years and are deeply grateful for our faith 
community. As 2017 comes to a close, I am once again reminded of 
God’s grace and presence in and through our faith community. We are 
blessed with a congregation that engages in ministry to, for, and with 
one another, and truly lives into our vision of “Celebrating Christ and 
Serving Community at 6th and Lincoln and throughout the world.” What 
an honor it is to serve as your Associate Pastor!
As a member of the pastoral staff, I experience great joy in leading 
worship and preaching, teaching, providing 
pastoral care, and creating authentic relationships in our faith com-
munity and beyond. In 2017, we experienced new ways to worship, 
learn, and fellowship and maintained traditions in ways that help grow 
our understanding of the triune God. I continued to provide pastoral 
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Organ Task Force
2017 was a very exciting year for the Organ 
Task Force! Late in the year, our new organ was 
delivered, installed and fine-tuned by Paul Fritts 
& Company. This is the conclusion of nearly five 
years of research and planning work for this Task 
Force.
The organ itself is officially designated Paul Fritts 
& Company Opus 41.  It includes two manuals 
(plus pedals) and thirty-six stops and mechanical 
(“tracker”) stop action, as well as combination 
action to allow various stops to be deployed 
at the touch of a button. This represents a big 
change from the previous organ, which was 
electro-pneumatic. One significant benefit of 
this change is that this new organ, properly 
maintained, can be expected to last well into the 
next century and beyond, and serve many future 
generations of worshippers. Couplers linking 
swell to great, great to pedal, and swell to pedal 
provide additional functionality. The front pipes 
are a polished custom alloy. The casework is solid 
wood with custom carved pipe shades.

We were particularly fortunate in that the original contract with Paul Fritts called for an initial build of 
thirty stops. Mr. Fritts included two additional stops without cost to us. The additional four stops were 
added during construction and funded separately by generous individual donations.
Members of our Task Force visited the Paul Fritts studio in Tacoma during late stages of construction, in 
July. We were impressed with the whole team and their attention to detail. Sunday, October 22nd was the 
big day! Our congregation concluded worship together and immediately adjourned to the parking lot, 
where we collectively unloaded a thirty-eight foot semi-trailer full of organ parts and pipes. It was truly a 
delight to work together to formally take possession of this amazing new instrument.  Subsequent weeks 
saw the assembly, voicing and fine-tuning of the organ. At the time of this report, we anticipate a formal 
dedication service to be held Sunday, January 21, 2018. In addition we are excited to hear the first official 
recital on this magnificent instrument, scheduled for Saturday, February 10, 2018.  Following the conclu-
sion of both these events, we expect that Session will officially decommission our Organ Task Force.
As we approach the end of our time together as a group, we want to thank Session, Rev. Andy Kort and 
the music staff at FPC. The patient and supportive approach taken by your church’s leaders truly enabled 
us to research, explore and eventually commit in all the ways necessary. It has been a faith-building      
experience.

Photo courtesy of Jeff Main

As I look back over 2017, I am filled with gratitude for all of these opportunities to serve and grow closer to God.  
In looking ahead to 2018, may we be reminded of Paul’s 1st letter to the Corinthians 12: 4-7, “There are different 
kinds of spiritual gifts, but they all come from the same Spirit. There are different ways to serve the same Lord, 
and we can each do different things. Yet the same God works in all of us and helps us in everything we do. The 
Spirit has given each of us a special way of serving others.”
In Christ, Pastor Kim
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I also want to take this opportunity to thank each of the members of the Task Force: Rev. Andy Kort, 
Karen and Dan Watts, Ginny and Jim Coppedge, Bill McGregor, and FPC Organist Chris Young. The 
expertise and passion provided by Chris, in particular, has been not only vital to the success of the 
project, but without doubt saved the congregation a significant sum of money (no need to hire an 
outside consultant as most churches would have had to do).  Each member of the group contributed in 
countless ways, and each member travelled at personal expense to make this happen. And everyone
faithfully sought and shared input from the congregation consistently along the way.
I further want to thank the Property Committee for the yeoman’s work done in advance of and during 
the installation. I couldn’t count the hundreds of hours Don Hollinger, in particular, spent supervising site 
preparation and other details. Ron Jensen, Garth Goodlett, Tom Dillon, Christopher Goss, Steve Main 
and others were very actively involved – along with great work from Chuck Mulry, Brad Williams and 
other contractors who care. This simply wouldn’t be a successful project without these contributions and 
efforts.
Kudos as well to the Celebrating Our Future (COF) Capital Campaign. Our ability to coordinate seamlessly 
with Mary McClellan, Garth Goodlett, and others has meant our Task Force didn’t have to worry about 
the financial aspects of the project – certainly no small thing when you speak of a seven figure cost  
structure.
Lastly and most importantly, our Task Force wishes to extend our gratitude and admiration for the way 
our congregation has stepped up with every kind of support required – generous financial contributions, 
thoughtful and thought-provoking questions and observations, meals and food for the builders, and even 
hard physical labor.  We hope that we were collectively able to communicate our progress in a way that 
maintained trust and good faith, and we hope the congregation feels it has all been worthwhile.
Respectfully Submitted, Jeff Main

Photo courtesy of Dick Darling

Photo courtesy of Tom Gardner

Photo courtesy of Dick Darling
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We at First Presbyterian Church in Bloomington are called 
to serve as stewards of the earth to protect and nurture 
our environment for future generations. We envision a 
world in which all people treat God’s creation with 
reverence and gratitude. 
Within our own congregation we seek to promote sustain-
able practices throughout our building and grounds and to 
provide educational opportunities and information about 
how to work toward lives in greater harmony with 
creation. 
Within the wider community we will collaborate with other 
congregations and local organizations to strengthen a 
mission of non-partisan environmental advocacy. 

Earth Stewards

Earth Stewards group has become something of a virtual group, eschewing regular meetings in recent 
years. The group also has an email list with light traffic.
Earth Stewards provides recycling services for our church. In 2017 Jack King continued to be in charge 
of weekly trips to transport loads of paper, plastics and metals to the local recycling center. The year 
marked the end of his longstanding service. We have recruited a team of church folks to take over this 
work on a rotating basis. The new team includes Gail Dunning, Allan Edmonds, Tom Gardner, Christopher 
and Nancy Goss, Steve and Ann Schechter, Tom Schwandt, and Dan Watts. Plans now are for people to 
be responsible for one month at a time.
We also focus on education in the congregation. Julie King has written regular environmentally-themed 
messages for First Press.  Allan Edmonds made two presentations in the Sunday morning Faith Forum, 
one on the possibility of becoming a Presbyterian Earth Care congregation and the second on an update 
on issues related to climate change.
Allan Edmonds has continued to serve as a liaison with the Property Management Committee, helping to 
monitor and document our church’s energy conservation efforts. 
Members of our Earth Stewards group continue to engage with the community on environmental issues. 
Norm Holy serves as a writer for the weekly EcoReport on local volunteer radio station WFHB FM 91.3 
and is part of the local chapter of the Citizens Climate Lobby. Allan Edmonds represents First 
Presbyterian in the interfaith group Earth Care Bloomington.
It is critical for our work that Earth Stewards re-invent itself with a new, younger, energetic and hopeful 
group. The present older members can provide support, but new faces are necessary!
Contact: Allan Edmonds at allan.edmonds@gmail.com. 

Earth Stewards is a small group ministry that seeks to encourage caring for God’s creation, under the 
following Session Statement on Creation Care, adopted in 2009.
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Property Management Committee
Committee Members: Don Hollinger, Garth Goodlett Co-Chairs, Christopher Goss Secretary, Tom Dillon,    
Steve Creech, Richard Darling, Greg Hepfer, Ron Jensen, Bill Jones, Mickey Klein, Allan Edmonds, John Connell, 
Sue Connell and Jack Peterman. 
2017 has proven to be another very busy year for the Property Management Committee.  Spring 2017 saw 
the start and completion of foundation work to repair deterioration and water infiltration at the base of 
the rotunda in the southeast corner of the church.  This required the removal of the landscape plantings by      
Designscape, who successfully maintained the health of the plantings and returned them when the founda-
tion work was completed.  Many thanks to Designscape.
The search for and repair of ceiling leaks remains an ongoing function of the Property Committee.  The source 
of leaks in the Pastor’s office and the Disciples Room remained illusive into the spring of 2017.  With the help 
of a new contractor, Williams Caulking, a number of areas were identified and repaired.  Limestone caps 
along the gables of the church had developed openings in the caulked joints. The caulking and tuck-pointing 
of cracks and joints appears to have stopped at long last these leaks.  We stop some leaks and new ones ap-
pear.  Such is the life of our beautiful but 100+ year old building.
The replacement of old light bulbs and fixtures with new state of the art LED’s continued in the lower hallway 
of Walker Hall, the Sanctuary and the Choir room.
Allan Edmonds continues to monitor our church’s energy usage and readies our database for the possible 
application for a grant.  While recent state legislation altered some of the economics of solar panels, the 
possibility of solar panels remains a goal of the Property Committee to further our church’s commitment to 
energy conservation.
June saw the start of Property’s involvement in the final phase of FPC’s capital campaign.  The removal of the 
old Austin organ and preparation of the space that would be the home of our new Fritts Pipe Organ on 
October 22, 2017 was an involved and multi-phase project.  All was accomplished while maintaining the use 
of the sanctuary for Sunday services and providing a venue of Lotus Festival once again.  I think it is 
appropriate to offer our sincere thanks to Will Harris Builders, Commercial Service and our tireless friend and         
electrician Chuck Mulry.  Their skill and workmanship made this project a success. 
Several more activities were conducted this year at Larry Crowe.  Many thanks to the members of the 
Property Committee who spent time and energy moving, trimming and maintaining the facilities for the 
enjoyment of this wonderful outdoor space.
Tom Dillon worked throughout the year cataloging and identifying all mechanical and physical components 
of the church.  This led to what I believe is the first ever audit of the entire church with the sole purpose of 
targeting maintenance issues throughout the building.  We hope to conduct such an audit twice a year.  The 
sole purpose of this effort is to identify issues while they are small and address them.  Property is hopeful this 
program will open the door for individuals to participate in the care of our home at 6th and Lincoln.
The final project for 2017 was completed on December 8th with the installation of new custom made wood-
en doors at the 6th Street entrance to the church.  The doors were built by Barry Walsh, a skilled Bloomington 
woodworker.  While we hated to say good-bye to the 6th Street Roberts doors, which had served the church 
well for many decades, they were beyond repair and needed to be replaced.  Warren Roberts also 
constructed the Lincoln Street doors and his legacy will be remembered at the Lincoln Street entrance.  
Bill Jones worked over the summer to restore and refinished the Lincoln Street doors.  Thank you, Bill.   
Much of the work the PMC undertakes throughout the year is due in large part to the suggestions voiced by 
our FPC congregation. If anyone sees a potential or existing problem, please contact one of the committee 
members so the item can become a targeted “TO DO” for the committee. You are our eyes and ears and we 
certainly appreciate all that you do to make our job easier. Thanks for a great year!
Respectfully submitted, Don Hollinger and Garth Goodlett Co-Chairs
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IN MEMORIUM
Jay Alford

Sue Artmeier
Bill Fischer

Virginia Gest 
Steve Main

Bruce Nelson
Barbara Roberts 

STATISTICAL INFORMATION FOR 2017
Active Members at the beginning of the year: 394

Gains: 2
Losses: 7

Total Active Membership at the end of the year: 389
Age Distribution of Active Members:

25 and under: 27 (7%)
26 to 45: 87 (22%)
46 to 55: 40 (10%)
56 to 65: 64 (17%)
Over 65: 171 (44%)

Committee:  Ginny Coombs (Session Member and chair); Gary Crow, Tom Dillon (Session Member); 
Carol McGregor; Kevin Tevault; Thomas Schwandt (Session Member); and Rev. Andrew Kort, Ex-Officio 
Member.
Accomplishments:
• Appointed Chris Holmes to a 3-year term on the Response Team (requirement of the policy on 
 Preventing and Responding to Sexual Misconduct).
• Hosted UKIRK luncheon in November.
• Reviewed Pastor’s 2017 Sabbatical leave plans; assisted with the formulation of the revised            
 sabbatical leave grant submitted to the Lilly Foundation.
• Reviewed and revised the position descriptions for the Nursery Coordinator and Nursery Staff.
• Interviewed candidates for Nursey staff positions.
• Submitted request to Session to initiate a search for new Bell Choir Director; assisted with the search  
 and interviewed finalist.
• Submitted request to Session to initiate a search for a new Children’s Choir Director; assisted with  
 the search and interviewed the finalist.
• Reviewed and updated the annual FPC Staff Evaluation questionnaire.
• Conducted the annual Staff reviews with input from Session committees for the evaluation of the  
 Pastor, Associate Pastor, Music Director, Organist, Nursey Coordinator, and Custodian; compiled       
 results and shared with Head of Staff.
• Reviewed compensation market trends, and made compensation recommendations to Stewardship  
 Committee for 2018 budget.
• Solicited funds from the congregation for the 2017 staff Christmas gifts; organized and hosted a     
 holiday luncheon for staff.
• Provided support to Head of Staff on personnel policies as needed.
Respectfully submitted,
Ginny Coombs, Chair, Personnel Committee

Personnel Committee
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Small Groups
Small Groups members include: Beth Burcham (Session member and chair), Carol Barrett, Sue Connell, 
Lou Moir, David Burkhart, Paul Rothrock and Kim Adams (pastoral staff).
In our January meeting, the small groups committee decided our first step should be to identify the 
needs for small groups at FPC. Second was to identify the goals which will meet those needs, and third 
was to identify programming which will meet the goals.
In the Spring, we sent out a survey identifying current small groups and seeking feedback on what new 
small groups to form. Potential small groups were identified as: a new Emmaus group, Faith and Fam-
ily night, Faith and Film, Famous Theologians one by one, Presbyterians 101 and any new small group 
suggestions. Current small groups were: Theology on Tap, Jogging through the Bible, Emmaus group, and 
TGIF prayer group. An online survey was also conducted.
Members of the groups followed up with survey respondents, and currently Faith and Film has started a 
new small group under the leadership of Patsy Smith and Boyd Hahn. TGIF has started an e-mail prayer 
group. Famous Theologians will start a group in the Spring of 2018. Small groups still meeting are 
Theology on Tap, Jogging through the Bible, and Emmaus group. 
Seasonal small groups also meet such as Presbyterian Outdoors. It is our hope to have intergenerational 
groups to bring youth, children and adults together.
Small groups strive to enhance a deeper relationship with Christ, a deeper relationship with people, both 
knowing them and being known by them. A commitment to the group with mutual intentionality is 
important. An important purpose of small groups is to give life to ourselves and to the church.
Many small groups already exist at FPC. For a list of all groups please see any small groups member. Our 
goals for the upcoming year will be to focus on new groups identified in the survey.
Beth Burcham, Chair  

The worship committee for 2017consisted of the 
following individuals: Norman Dean (Chair), 
Lisa Hardwick, Mary Jensen, Muff Johnson, 
Becky Rusie, Karen Watts and Kathy Norris. Katy 
Strand attends worship committee meetings as a 
non-voting member.
The worship committee oversees most aspects of 
worship in the sanctuary, and worship activities 
by First Presbyterian Church in other locations 
such as during mission trips or participation in 
ecumenical services. All work done by the 
committee is done in consultation with the                       

Worship Committee

Pastors of the church and is ratified by the session. In 2017 we approved two baptisms, five guest        
pastors, and participation by FPC in ecumenical services on Good Friday and at Thanksgiving. Average 
monthly attendance at services for the past year has been 178. The committee has held discussions on 
the benefits and other issues associated with moving to the current denominational hymnal Glory to 
God, and hope to bring information to the congregation in early 2018. We would like to add two new 
members to the committee in 2018 so if you would like to be a part of the Worship Committee or if you 
have comments or suggestions please contact any current member. 
Submitted By Norman Dean, Chair

Photo courtesy of Dick Darling
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Members:  Mary Burch Ratliff, chair.  Kim Adams, Associate Pastor, ex-officio
Adult Ed (ACE):  Allan Edmonds, chair, Lou Moir, Jim Ernest and Karen Bush Watts (see additional report)
Youth Sub:  Nancy Goss, chair, Mary Beth Novy, Tressa Rauh and Nathan Ernest.
Children’s Ed:  Kathy Hollinger, chair, Carol McGregor, Karen Hahn and Sarah McKenney.
Accomplishments:  

o    The youth participated in the MLK day weave-in: One Million Stars to End Violence at the   
      Mathers Museum
o    Began a new confirmation class in January for nine confirmands
o    Participated in Souper Bowl of Caring
o    Held Jerusalem Market on Palm Sunday
o    Had the first Variety Show/spaghetti dinner to help raise funds for the Posoltega and West           
      Virginia mission trips and Montreat
o    Held a Youth Sunday worship service to celebrate our graduating senior, Andy Ruff
o    Youth participated in an outing to Talbots cabin
o    Participated in a joint VBS with Trinity and First Christian Church
o    Youth participated in the West Virginia and Posoltega mission trips
o    Several youth attended Montreat, along with Kim Adams and Karen Hahn
o    Researched curriculum for children and youth
o    Had a Pancake Brunch to kick off the fall and raise money for missions
o    Received a grant from the Center for Congregations to help fund the Godly Play curriculum
o    Began using Godly Play curriculum in the lower elementary classes
o    Continued to host monthly “Kids Night In” events, with a special one for Halloween
o    Youth helped with Heifer Market and participated in pre Heifer Market lock-in
o    Held the second annual Advent Event: a combination of Hanging of the Greens, the          
      Christmas Store, children’s activities and a pot luck dinner
o    Worked with worship committee to plan Christmas Caroling at Bell Trace and Meadowood,   
      with about 35 people participating
o    The elementary students participated in the annual Christmas Pageant
o   Extended Sunday School Class time by 10 minutes

Goals:
•    Recruit more members for subcommittees
•    Begin using Godly Play in the upper elementary classes
•    Have an independent VBS
•    Make good use of the extra 10 minutes of Sunday School time

Christian Education

Christmas Pageant Hank Ruff, Rebecca & Leah Johnson at the Variety Show
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Adult Christian Education Committee
Highlights of the year: 
The Everyday Spirituality class completed a successful multiyear run. This informal class was led most 
recently by Derek Voskuil. Also the long-running reading and discussion Bonhoeffer Studies group, 
led by Judy Holy, on the works of Dietrich Bonhoeffer concluded. We experimented with a Faith and              
Family group targeted toward parents of young children and others.  The class will continue in 2018 as  
an informal gathering time for conversations about matters of common interest.
We offered a short-term popular class on Protestant Reformations in the fall, with each session led by 
one of a group of people with seminary or religious studies background. Leaders included Kim Adams, 
Bill Barrett, Carol Barrett, Doug Tracy, Jim Ackerman, and Sharon Ackerman.
Much of the committee’s time and effort went into planning for the Faith Forum. Presenters included 
more than a dozen people from our church, plus 7 from the broader community. Topics discussed 
included:
Gene Therapy – Playing God?, by Karen Watts (2 sessions); Introduction to The Righteous Mind, by Allan 
Edmonds; Posoltega, by Debbi and Dan Conkle; Presbyterian Earth Care Congregations, by 
Allan Edmonds; The Great Satan Visits Iran, with Ben Brabson; Interfaith Conversations, with Yusuf Nur, 
active member of the Bloomington Islamic Center; Presentation on Montreat, by Susie Watson Burns, 
Montreat Youth Outreach Director; Navigating the End of Life, with Rev. Dr. Rob Stone; Planning for 
the Pastor’s Sabbatical, with Andy Kort; Update on Planet Earth, by Allan Edmonds; Our Vietnamese 
Refugee Family of 1980, with the Burkheads, Honeycutts, and Coppedges; Medicare for All, with Dr. 
Rob Stone; Reflections on Trinity Episcopal and First Presbyterian, with Father Charlie Dupree and Andy 
Kort; Interfaith Conversations, with Dave Baer, local member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints; My doctoral project and what I learned about our church, by Andy Kort; FPC as a Town and Gown 
Church, with the church Bicentennial Taskforce, chair Judy Holy; FPC’s History of Campus Ministry, with 
the church Bicentennial Taskforce, chair Judy Holy; Perspectives from Israel and the West Bank: Israel, 
by Jim Ernest; Perspectives from Israel and the West Bank: West Bank, by Owen Johnson; The Interfaith 
Emergency Winter Shelter: News, updates, challenges, needs, and latest plans, with Dan Watts; Interfaith 
Conversations: The Society of Friends (Quakers), with Elaine and Phil Emmi.
Two further activities deserve mention:
(1) The presentation by Allan Edmonds on the book The Righteous Mind; Why Good People are Divided 
by Politics and Religion was followed by a multi-week discussion group.
2) In August, when Sunday School ordinarily does not meet, we had two sessions devoted to the timely 
topic of homelessness in Bloomington, including the local documentary film, Like You I Have a Story to 
Tell, facilitated by Dan Watts.
The Christian Education committee would like to thank the individuals who helped teach or lead           
programs throughout 2017.  Our programming would not be possible without you.  We would also like  
to thank the many people who participated in the Variety Show, the Advent Event, the Jerusalem Market, 
VBS, the Halloween Party, the Christmas Pageant and Christmas Caroling.  The committee would like to 
give special thanks to Kim Adams for her excellent leadership.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Burch Ratliff, Chair
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Membership Committee
Committee Members:  Gail Dunning, Chair - Nancy Nelson, scribe - Carol Avenson - Tim Baldwin - Sue 
Connell - Kevin Tevault – Rev. Kim Adams & Rev. Dr. Andy Kort, Counsel. Phasing out during the year -  
Lou Moir, Miranda Tate, & Nancy Voskuil.
In 2017 the Membership committee continued its commitment to provide outreach for visitors and 
friends.
Program Review
Greeters/Nametags:  These folks help to ensure a warm welcome to all, and serve as an important 
resource for those entering who need assistance.  Gail Dunning achieved a major purge of the nametag 
racks, and a lanyard supply was donated for use by those in need each service.  This committee is 
responsible for make sure that nametags are available to all.  The greeter program evolved during the 
year to assign a committee member each month to coordinate the Sunday service greeters.  The 
committee thanks Barbara Burkhead who continues to greet at the parking lot door as she accompanies 
Martin early for vocal choir practice.  Lou Moir continues to greet as able.  A list of prospective greeters 
was assembled by examining the printed directory, so it is hoped to get more members involved with this 
ministry. 
Ambassadors:  All committee members are charged with welcoming visitors and friends each Sunday.  
Karla Lewis provides us, as well as session members, with visitor information found on the pew pads 
each week.  Nancy Voskuil then contacted the visitors with an additional welcome and contact 
information for those visitors.  A more detailed process will be developed in 2018. 
Special Service Signage:  Sue Connell, with help from Tim Baldwin, has been responsible for the signs 
that are displayed at the appropriate intervals on the different outside entrances of our church building. 
Weekly Joys & Concerns:  Lou Moir, with occasional help from Mary McClellan, continues to volunteer to 
get this information out to the email participants after the Sunday services.
Sacred Grounds Café (room 27):  This space was completed in spring and has been set aside to host 
students in need of a quiet space for studying.  It also gets used for a classroom on Sunday mornings and 
several meetings once a month.  It is stocked with coffee, tea, popcorn and other snacks as needed.   
A Keurig pot, microwave and printer are in the room.  
New Member Classes:  The membership committee is responsible for supporting prospective members 
through the Inquirers’ class process which Rev. Dr. Andy Kort facilitates.  There were several prospects 
attending these classes with two deciding to join our church in spring:  Sylvia Garrison and Spencer 
Varner. They were received into membership during a session meeting and subsequent church service.  
A special coffee hour was hosted that day in recognition of them.
Advertising:  In 2017 we continued the tradition of advertising our Easter and Advent services in the Her-
ald Times newspaper.  We are listed in the church directory each Saturday also.  Even though the Indiana 
Daily Student newspaper reduced its printed editions to only two per week, we continue to be listed in 
the church directory in the Thursday edition with an occasional “Spotlight” ad.  We deleted our radio ads 
on WFIU to concentrate our budget to improving the church website in 2018.
Membership Connection:  After many months of regular meetings, the “connection” document was 
redesigned and submitted to the Stewardship committee.   Thanks to the diligent work of Carol 
Avenson, Sue Connell, Gail Dunning, and Nancy Nelson.   This tool was subsequently used to collect
volunteer information for all the committees.  
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Social Activities
Annual Easter Brunch:  A lovely brunch of shared finger foods has been hosted by the committee 
between the 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. services.  Lou Moir deserves the credit for many years of organizing this 
event which is looked forward to by one and all. 
Fall Ice Cream Social:  This event has evolved from the welcoming of new members out on the lawn on 
the corner to serving ice cream and toppings at coffee hour.  Children and adults seem to love this event.
UKirk Sunday brunches:  Our committee provided college student lunches after the 11:00 a.m. services 
in January.  This tradition was later reduced to once per month and is hosted by different committees 
each month. 
As committee chair this past year, I have enjoyed the active and engaged members of this committee.   
We look forward to accomplishing new undertakings, as well as continuing with those well established.
Respectfully, Gail Dunning, Chair

As the Board of Deacons finished our 2017 term of service, we were profoundly thankful for the many 
ways in which we had been able to extend the love of Christ to our congregation and beyond.  We also 
celebrated the joy of working with Rev. Kim Adams, whose wisdom and compassion informed every     
aspect of our ministry, and for whose guidance we remain deeply grateful.
Perhaps the most significant action taken by the Board in 2017 was the endorsement of a new organiza-
tional structure that makes each deacon who is not an officer responsible for the coordination of one of 
our ministries.  This has balanced the workload among deacons in a good way and has promoted clear 
lines of responsibility and communication among those who serve in the ministries and with Rev. 
Adams.  The new Deacon Ministries document also clearly spells out the responsibilities of each ministry, 
which may be used by the nominating committee so that individuals recruited for the Board are aware of 
exactly what the work of a deacon entails.  It is also suggested that a deacon be part of the nominating 
committee.  The 2018 board will present this request to Session.  The report that follows is organized 
according to our new ministry structure.
Our officers for 2017 were Moderator:  Ann Schechter; Vice-Moderator:  Dave Grossman; Secretary:  
Jason Adams.
Care Cards and Care Notes:  Virginia Baude:  135 care notes were sent to members of the congrega-
tion who were experiencing joys or sorrows of various sorts, especially to those with health challenges.  
Virginia also kept the Care Note rack in the narthex stocked.  A current problem for this ministry is that 
Abbey Press no longer publishes these notes and no other publisher has taken them on.  Virginia and 
Kim are still searching for an acceptable substitute.  When Virginia cycles off of the Board in 2019, this 
ministry will go with her.
Birthday Cards and 50-year Member Recognition:  Virginia Baude:  24 birthday cards were sent to
members celebrating birthdays of 85 years or more.  No 50-year recognition was held.  Carole Allen, 
whom we failed to honor in 2015, and Bob Dodd, whom we failed to honor in 2017, will be honored in 
2018.
Bulletin Board:  Cathy McFarland:  A monthly calendar and many newspaper clippings recognizing 
members of the church were posted.  Several members were honored for their volunteer work in the 
community, and it was especially gratifying to be able to recognize this outreach of our care beyond the 
limits of our membership.

Board of Deacons 
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Rosebuds:  Calvin Prenkert:  five beautiful rosebuds for grandchildren or great-grandchildren of the 
church were provided for Sunday worship.  
Coffee Hour:  Karen Watts:  48 volunteers provided food and service for 89 coffee hours during 2017.  
Due to the burden on deacon teams that had been both staffing and providing food for both coffee hours 
each Sunday, it had been decided late in October of 2016 to serve only beverages during the ten o’clock 
coffee hour.  Early service attendees, however, were very resentful of this decision, so it was decided that 
Karen would recruit volunteers, who need not be deacons, for each coffee hour and that simple snacks, 
in addition to beverages, would be served at both coffee hours.  Karen’s establishment of an on-line 
signup sheet for volunteers streamlined this process in a wonderful way.  We still struggle sometimes, 
however, to find enough volunteers for this ministry.
Coffee Purchases:  Cathy McFarland:  Cathy faithfully kept us stocked with coffee, teabags, cream and 
sugar, stirring sticks, and juice.  Karen Watts also provided some cheese and crackers and cookies in the 
kitchen in case of last-minute need.
Funeral Receptions:  Ann Schechter:  Deacons held six funeral receptions for church members, one 
for the mother of a church member and one for the spouse of a church member in 2017.  Thirty-nine    
women provided food or money to buy food for these receptions.  This ministry often elicits appreciation 
from people without a church home who attend the services, so we consider it to be not only a ministry 
of compassion for the family of the deceased, but also a work of evangelism.
Communion Preparation:  Sharon Ackerman:  Sharon and Jim were able to prepare the elements for 
most monthly and special communions in 2017, and a team of several volunteers ably fulfilled this        
responsibility when the Ackermans were out of town.
College Care Packages:  Michael Williams:  Shortly before fall and spring finals, Michael and some of the 
high school youth prepared sacks with snacks for local undergraduate college students.  It has proven to 
be somewhat difficult to identify all those who should be served, but it has also been the case that quite 
a few of the bags are never collected by the students or their families.
Meals:  Bev Tevault:  Bev arranged for 41 meals to be delivered to members in need.  This ministry 
involved a great deal of phone calling to find enough volunteers, as the needs often arise on the spur of 
the moment.  Bev asked that a co-coordinator be established for this ministry, and that has been done 
for 2018.  She also suggested that monthly cooking days be held so that casseroles, etc. could be put in 
the church freezer for emergency use.  Hopefully this will occur in 2018.
Flower Delivery:  JoEllen Baldwin:  JoEllen established a new format for this ministry that streamlined 
the process and which worked extremely well.  The new procedures should be substituted in the Deacon 
Ministry document for the existing description of this ministry. 
Item Exchange:  Jason Adams:  Several new items were listed as available for loan this year, and 
approximately half a dozen items were borrowed. 
Rides:  Carol Avenson (subbing for Dave Schwandt):  Rides to church each Sunday were arranged for two 
members in need.  There is an urgent need for more volunteers for this ministry.
Visitation:  Joyce Krothe:  13 volunteers visited with 15 different people in 2017.  Some people needed 
more frequent visits than others.  Because deacons may now take communion to members who are 
unable to attend church, it is hoped that pairs of deacons will do this more often in 2018.  Joyce also
initiated fall and spring luncheons to be held with her and with the ministers at Bell Trace and 
Meadowood.  This event was met with great enthusiasm at both retirement communities.
Finally, $446.66 was drawn from our $1000 budget and $47.32 from the Reception Fund, which totaled 
$3601.38 at the end of the year.   
Respectfully submitted, Ann Schechter
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Nominating Committee

The purpose of PW is:
• To nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study
• To support the mission of the church worldwide
• To work for justice and peace
• To build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
   and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom. The Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team of FPC,    
   along with the four circles that meet monthly except in the summer, offer programs and events that 
   encompass the purpose of PW. 
The Presbyterian Women at the First Presbyterian Church in Bloomington took part in several field trips during 
2017, as well as kept their four circles actively learning about God: Circle Mary, Luncheon 
Fellowship Circle, Afternoon Study Circle and Koinonia.

Committee members: Elder Kathy Norris (chair), Tim Baldwin, Ginny Coppedge, Elder David Giedroc, 
Karen Hahn, JoAnn Main, Ed McClellan, and the Rev. Andrew Kort (ex-officio).
The committee was charged with choosing new members for the Deacon and Elder classes of 2020.
The following tasks were undertaken and completed:

•    The Committee met for training led by Rev. Andrew Kort to help each of us to understand the  
      committee responsibilities and the needs of each board.
•    The Committee met to discuss which roles and committee chairs were being held (and therefore  
       vacated) by members of the class of 2017, thus beginning the task of identifying individuals with   
       strengths in a particular area of church life and governance.
•    Nominations were requested from members of FPC for candidates to either board.
•    The committee met again to prayerfully review the names of FPC members to serve in each of    
       these roles. 
•    Each committee member participated in contacting prospective candidates and in explaining the  
       duties and responsibilities of the position they were being called to assume.
•    Elders and Deacons for the class of 2020 were nominated, and were elected at the Annual             
      Congregational Meeting on Sunday, October 15, 2017. They are:

Elders: Carol Avenson, Boyd Hahn, Lisa Hardwick, Kathy Hollinger, Wes Ratliff, and Youth 
Elder Evan Darling (1 year term). 
Deacons:  Sergio Fernandez, Judy Fulford, Lou Moir, Julie Strycker and Youth Deacon Zoe 
Rauh (1 year term).
Nominating Committee: Remaining on the committee will be Tim Baldwin, Ginny Coppedge, 
Elder David Giedroc, Karen Hahn, JoAnn Main, and Ed McClellan. A second Elder will be 
appointed to serve from the new Session when they convene in 2018.

Respectfully submitted, Kathy Norris, chair

Presbyterian Women
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Highlights from 2017:
April: The Presbyterian Women’s Spring Gathering was April 29 in Scipio. Johnnie Brantley was presented 
the PW Honorary Life Membership award during the April 30 second service at FPC. 
May: Four PW ladies took a field trip to WonderLab May 12 with lunch following at Irish Lion. Koinonia 
members prepared treat bags for those going on the West Virginia Mission trip.
July: PW members helped set up for the Bicentennial Committee’s Larry Crowe outing July 9. Church 
Women United members aided Cyndi Johnson with her Backpack Project.
September: Several church and PW members attended an outing at the Tibetan Mongolian Buddhist 
Cultural Center September 21. They gathered afterward for lunch at DeAngelo’s. 
October: A subcommittee from PW served lunch to the congregation following the unloading of the new 
organ’s pipes October 22
November: The Cloverleaf on Winslow Road was the site of the PW breakfast November 13.
December: Twenty women and one baby attended the Christmas Carol Sing and brown-bag lunch 
December 19 in the Fellowship Hall. Koinonia sponsored a Christmas store where children of the church 
could buy gifts for their family members. Proceeds were sent to Posoltega.
Respectfully submitted, Nancy P. Gettinger, PW Moderator 2017

Balance on Hand Dec. 31, 2016 $1,247.67 
YTD Receipts

Contributions: 16 $1,125.00 
Birthday Offering 9 $234.00 
Least Coin 4 circles $72.16 
Thanksgiving Offering 5 $75.00 

Total YTD Receipts $1,506.16 
YTD Disbursements

PW in the POV Mission ($500.00)
PW in the POV Oper. ($50.00)
PW in the POV Life Membership ($95.00)
PW in the POV -Church 
World Services

($50.00)

Mon. Cty. Church Women ($50.00)
MCUM ($200.00)
PW in the POV Least Coin ($72.16)
PW in the POV Birthday ($234.00)
PW in the POV Thanksgiving ($75.00)
Pyoca ($50.00)
Horizons Magazine 2 ($37.90)
Event Expenses cash
The Awards Center ($8.00)

Total YTD Disbursements ($1,422.06)
Balance on Hand Dec. 31, 2017 $1,331.77 
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Outreach and Mission
Committee Members: Norm Holy (chair), Dan Conkle, Bob Ivie,  Cathy McFarland, Jim Rusie, Susie Van 
Doren, Dan Watts, and David Giedroc. 
The committee plans and facilitates the congregation’s contributions to mission and outreach. Its 
activities in 2017 included distribution of funds from the church budget in support of a number of agen-
cies and projects, many of which minister to the needs of the poor in our community, country, and world. 
Our mission also includes raising funds through special offerings, collecting non-monetary contributions 
(such as food and blood donations), and coordinating contributions of time and talent. The Outreach & 
Mission committee’s budget is contingent on the degree to which the income projection for First 
Presbyterian Church’s overall budget is met. Over the last many years, our highest priority for 
distributing available funds has been for local projects such as the Monroe County United Ministries 
(MCUM) emergency food pantry, the Area 10 Agency on Aging, food deliveries to homebound seniors, 
and FPC’s Saturday Morning Breakfast program. Other funding priorities include our missions in West 
Virginia and Posoltega, Nicaragua, the Interfaith Winter Shelter for the homeless in Bloomington, and the 
Shalom Community Center. Funds are also distributed as available to support the denominational 
mission of the Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly. 
We underwent a complete review of our giving this year. We had heads of agencies attend committee 
meetings and provide an explanation of their mission and spending.  The goal of the committee was to 
be able to understand how the church’s money is spent and why we are supporting their activity.  We 
plan to present an overview of our review to the congregation in the early months of 2018.  We 
encourage comments on our review, and recommendations on where we are allocating resources.
HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS YEAR’S MISSION ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
Monroe County United Ministry (MCUM): In addition to supporting various MCUM services with a 
financial contribution from the Outreach & Mission committee’s budget, First Presbyterian Church 
collected food under the weekly BOGO logo (Buy One Give One), and undertook two food drives for 
MCUM’s emergency food pantry. The total FPC food contribution to MCUM in 2017 was 3,300 pounds.  
Area 10 Agency on Aging: During the fourth week of each month between 25 and 30 members of First 
Presbyterian Church have helped to sort, pack, and deliver groceries for 90-100 Bloomington area clients 
of the Area 10 Agency on Aging. The program provides nutritious food to elderly, often homebound and 
financially stressed, members of our community. Working as a partner with the Agency for more than 
ten years, First Presbyterian members have given several hundred hours of volunteer time to the success 
of this ministry every year. The Area Ten food delivery program serves 250 clients in Bloomington and 
Ellettsville. The annual FPC food drive for Area 10 in September netted 220 food items plus $420 in 
donations.  Also the congregation contributed 40 Angel Tree gifts to Area 10 clients.   
Blood Drives: Last year was another positive year, as we collected 68 pints of blood, which potentially 
touched the lives of nearly 200 individuals. This program was coordinated by Don Hollinger.  In the 
future, Judy Dillion will head the program, and the program will expand to include other churches.  FPC 
will be the donation site.  
The FPC Saturday Morning Breakfast: This special ministry continued under the leadership of Cathy 
McFarland, along with 55 volunteers who helped with the breakfast. The Saturday Morning Breakfast 
Ministry served approximately 100 each Saturday. The new kitchen has been a blessing. We are able to 
serve faster, hotter meals. Clean up is easier and less time consuming. The Saturday Morning Breakfast 
essentially means food, but it is also a vehicle for church members to reach out to people in need. We 
folded our operation into that of Shalom starting in October.  The city raised sufficient funding to serve 
food on the weekends, and the advantage for our church was that Shalom provides a cook and someone 
to organize volunteers. 



18

First Presbyterian Church was asked to participate in the 2017 Habitat for Humanity Interfaith 
CommUNITY Build. Ten faith communities, as well as other community and justice groups, came 
together to build a home. FPC recruited volunteers to help build, feed, and fund raise. Outreach and 
Mission pledged $5000.00 towards this effort. Construction began in late March 2017, and the home was 
completed on time. 

Annual West Virginia Mission Trip: On Sunday, June 4, 
the mission from FPC left for West Virginia. Pastor Kim 
and Emma and Andrew were part of the mission con-
tingent.  After approximately eight hours on the road, 
the group arrived at Edgewood Presbyterian Church in 
Lewisburg, West Virginia. This was our home for the 
week. Upon our arrival we were greeted by Edgewood 
PC’s pastor, Larryetta Ellis.  On Monday the group     
began the two projects for the week: building a deck 

and taking down an old shed.  The team worked diligently over the course of the week and accomplished 
both tasks. As some youth had been on previous missions, there were plenty of “experts” on the use of 
tools to help those who had little experience. 
Over the course of the week, mission trip-goers helped with housekeeping duties where we stayed and 
after-meal cleanup in the kitchen. On Wednesday, the team took a break from the worksite to visit a 
cemetery and a cave. The cave had lots of stalagmites and stalactites. On Thursday, the congregation 
held a potluck dinner for us in Edgewood’s Fellowship Hall. Each night, the group had vespers in the 
sanctuary and celebrated the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on Friday evening. The team returned 
home safely on Saturday, grateful for their experience with Edgewood PC. 
Refugee Resettlement: FPC is monitoring the progress in bringing refugees to Bloomington. Ann Schech-
ter and Saundra Tracy are our representatives at organizational meetings. At this time, it is not possible 
to bring refugees to Bloomington.  We will continue to follow developments and hope this is a delay in 
resettlement efforts, not a termination. 
Interfaith Winter Shelter (IWS): First Presbyterian Church continued to operate the Interfaith Winter 
Shelter (IWS) on the fourth Saturday night of each month during the shelter season. Our venue this year 
was Wheeler Mission. About 35 FPC volunteers helped with this project under the direction of Dan Watts 
and Allan Edmonds. Additionally, FPC is again serving during the winter shelter season as the primary 
IWS overflow site. 

Heifer and Global Gifts Markets: Members of the Out-
reach and Mission Committee assisted in organizing the 
Heifer and Global Gifts markets (headed up by Mary 
Beth Novy, with Michael Williams taking the lead to 
secure animals for the Heifer Market). The Heifer Market 
raised a total of $10,719 and Global Gifts raised $1,255.

Posoltega Mission: Since 1993, FPC has maintained a sister-church relationship with the Jesus of 
Nazareth Parish of Posoltega, Nicaragua.  Through our regular budget, we provide monthly financial 
support for the parish ($180 per month, or $2,160 per year) and for a truly wonderful children’s music 
program ($330 per month, or $3,960 per year).  In addition, a portion of our “Souper Bowl” collection 
each February goes to Posoltega’s hot-lunch program; in 2017, this amount was $634.  And every 
December, thanks to Koinonia’s Christmas Store, we send money to permit the children of our sister 
church to celebrate Christmas with small gifts and a special fiesta.  In 2017, Koinonia raised $1,000 for 
this project, and we added another $270 from our Equal Exchange Coffee Cart proceeds.

Photo courtesy of Dick Darling

Photo courtesy of Dick Darling
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FPC also sponsors a college scholarship program for Posoltega young people.  Funded by designated 
contributions, these scholarships, in the amount of $150 per year, cover such essential expenses as 
school supplies, basic living expenses, and transportation.  In 2017, we provided $3,600 for this program, 
enough to fund scholarships for 24 students.
In June 2017, we completed our twelfth biennial mission trip to Posoltega.  Our team of 7 adults and 6 
youths lived and worshiped with our sister-church partners, and several of our youths joined Posoltegans 
in a special music performance.  During the trip, we purchased sewing machines and started a new 
sewing project, which will teach women to sew clothing for their families and for sale.  In addition, 
among other projects, we rebuilt and re-roofed two small houses; planted fruit trees, flowers, and a large 
vegetable garden; offered a two-day pediatric clinic; and provided English classes to dozens of Posolte-
ga children.  Thanks to the generosity of FPC members and friends, we also distributed a large quantity 
of donated items:  sewing materials, musical instruments, backpacks, Spanish-English books and CDs, 
school supplies, sporting goods, clothing, and shoes.  This mission trip was supported by FPC’s general 
budget, but nearly a third of our expenses were funded by Equal Exchange Coffee Cart proceeds.
Also in 2017, we fulfilled the remainder of our $25,000 “Celebrating Our Future” commitment to the 
Jesus of Nazareth Parish, supporting necessary capital improvements that will enhance the ministry and 
mission of our sister church—and nourish our sister-church relationship—for decades to come.

During one of the daily hot lunches for the neediest children, Deb Prenkert 
invited them to come to the English classes offered by our group.

Special Offerings: The Outreach and Mission committee sponsored three special offerings again this year. 
First Presbyterian Church members donated $3,506 to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, $1,342 to 
the Peace and Global Witness offering, and $1,455 to the Christmas Joy offering. 
Outside Groups using the building: In addition to the Korean Presbyterian Church, FPC facilities were 
used by a large number of outside groups. They included four distinct AA groups, three AlAnon groups, 
four distinct Narcotics Anonymous groups, Sex Addicts Anonymous, Debtors Anonymous, Recovering 
Couples Anonymous, COSA (a program for those affected by behaviors of others, adapted from Al-Anon), 
Musical Beginnings (a music program for preschoolers through the Jacobs School of Music), IU Children’s 
Choirs, recitals for three local piano teachers, Lotus Festival, out-of-state Habitat for Humanity College 
Build groups, Habitat for Humanity Staff parking, Scottish Society, Scottish Gaelic Dancers, the Blooming-
ton Photography club, and Different Abilities, a fellowship of developmentally disabled adults. 
Respectfully submitted, Norm Holy, Chair
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UKIRK
During 2017, the UKIRK board included the following individuals: Amelia Herrick (student rep.), Andrew 
Reese (student rep), David Giedroc, Christopher Goss, Susan Van Doren, and Gary Crow, with staff 
support from Rev. Mihee Kim-Kort and Rev. Andy Kort.
In the spring semester, Mihee served as UKIRK Director and led a variety of activities (included in the 
list below) for college students.  Due to her acceptance into the Religious Studies Program at IU, Mihee 
felt she could no longer serve as UKIRK Director and submitted her resignation at the end of the spring 
semester.  The UKIRK Board believes FPC has been fortunate to have Mihee serve in this capacity for 
the last several years and appreciate the many ways she provided spiritual leadership and developed 
supportive relationships with the students.  A congregational coffee hour was held in June to show our 
appreciation for Mihee’s ministry with our college and university students.
The Board decided not to replace Mihee immediately with another Director.  Instead, in the fall semester 
we initiated another approach that is student-led, focusing on social fellowship through outdoor 
activities once a month and a game night/dinner each month for reflection and worship.  Anna Goss, 
Amelia Herrick, and Spencer Varner have been organizing these events during the fall.
Some of the highlights of UKIRK during 2017 included:

1.   Participation in the Montreat College Conference (Montreat, NC)
2.   Weekly lunch gatherings
3.   Several events with other campus ministries of downtown churches, including weekly 
       evening gatherings, dinner church service, Habitat build, and a spring break trip.
4.   Welcome bags provided by the FPC Membership Committee
5.   Sunday student lunches hosted by various Session committees.
6.   Pastoral care on an individual, as-needed basis.

The UKIRK Board will be assessing the new approach to determine next steps for meeting campus 
ministry needs. We appreciate the congregation’s and Session’s support of the college ministry and look 
forward to finding ways to enrich our ministry to college and university students in Bloomington.

Gary Crow, UKIRK Board Chair

Elders Serving on Session 2017

    Class of 2017           Class of 2018          Class of 2019
    Ginny Coombs           Norm Dean          Beth Burcham
    Don Hanna           Gail Dunning          Tom Dillon
    Norm Holy           Allan Edmonds          David Giedroc
    Kathy Norris           Tom Schwandt          Christopher Goss
    Mary Burch Ratliff          Susie Van Doren          Mary Beth Novy
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Stewardship
Members:  Tim Baldwin; Linda Giedroc; Wendi Goodlett; Boyd Hahn; Don Hanna, Chair; Bill McGregor; Tom 
Schwandt; Derek Voskuil; Mary McClellan, Treasurer; Andy Kort, ex officio.
2017 Stewardship Campaign and Operating Budget:  The approved budget for 2017 was $561,493 which 
consisted of $528,493 for pledges and recorded contributions, $10,000 for per capita, and $23,000 for build-
ing, plate and miscellaneous income.
2017 Receipts     Actual  % to Budget   
Pledges and recorded contributions  $465,076  88.0 
Per capita           $3,795  30.7 (Total; 12,348)
Building use, plate and misc.     $28,057 
Total Receipts     $496,928   
The church executed the 2017 operating year with total receipts at 88.5% of the budget.  Unfortunately, we 
have been largely unsuccessful in recent years in collecting the per capita amount from all church members 
which means we must find the money elsewhere in the budget.  The per capita expenditure for 2017 was 
$12,348.
2017 Contributions and Donations: The congregation continues to be very generous with gifts to a variety 
of causes and funds.  The church received the following special collections in 2017 which are not part of the 
operational budget.  They total $36,783.

Christmas Joy Offering:  $1,455           Christmas Store and Auction:  $1,564  
Global Gifts:  $1,255      Heifer Market:  $10,719
One Great Hour of Sharing:  $3,506    Peace Offering:  $1,342
Posoltega Scholarships:  $4,300    Presbyterian Disaster Assistance:  $3,345
Souper Bowl:  $898       Spaghetti Dinner / Silent Auction:  $2,848
Youth Brunches: $2,181      Food Drives (MCUM, Area 10): $600
Staff Gifts:  $2,770

Endowment:  The Presbyterian New Covenant Fund showed a December 31, 2017 balance of $98,046, an 
increase of $7,485 from the December 31, 2016 balance of $90,561.  A withdrawal of $4,614 was made from 
the fund in 2017.
Resource Grants:  The church received a grant from the Center for Congregations in the amount of $10,320 
to support the Godly Play curriculum for youth Christian Education.  

Committee Accomplishments and Notes: 
The committee prepared a “Narrative Budget” for 2018 to better explain the impact of the various programs 
and line items on the operational budget.  This was in support of the traditional spreadsheet format.
The committee worked with Rev. Kort to update the membership list of FPC.
The committee implemented the “Membership Connection” survey prepared by the Membership Commit-
tee.   We made the survey available to the congregation in several formats.  The survey asked members of the 
congregation to consider their available time and talent and volunteer to help with the work of the church.  
We collected the responses, organized the information and notified the appropriate committee chaits with 
contact information for each person who replied. 
The committee continues to support the Kroger Community Rewards and Amazon Smile programs and en-
courages all members to take part in this initiative.      
A thermometer graph was placed in Lyman Hall to track 2018 pledges and per capita payments against our 
goals.  Please check our progress.
Respectfully submitted, Don Hanna, Chair
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Report of the Treasurer
December 31, 2017

Balance on Hand January 1, 2017 ($6,884.78)

Income
Prepaid pledges for 2018
Current pledges and contributions of record 465,076.33
Future pledges and contributions of record 37,580.00
Prior pledges 6,840.00
Plate Offering 4,843.51
Building Use Income 11,706.00
Miscellaneous, Reimbursements, Transfers  65,309.65
Bank Interest 7.61
Ledger entries 2,788.29

Total Receipts 594,151.39

Disbursements
Payroll (327,581.39)
Non-payroll GF (152,907.72)
Other GF Checks/Disb (includes fund transfers, non budgeted items) (94,673.65)

Total Disbursements (575,162.76)
Balance on Hand December 31, 2017 $12,103.85

Special Funds, Balance on Hand December 31, 2017 $123,720.64

Endowment (New Covenant Funds): Balance on Hand December 31, 2017 98,046.10
Reserve Fund December 31, 2017 52,157.75
Organ Fund December 31, 2017 5,135.07
Campaign Fund December 31, 2017 23,050.17

CD 93222825 08/07/2018 @ .25% 50,357.47
CD 93236407 02/16/2018 @ .25% 30,131.37
CD 93236408 02/16/2018 @ .25% 10,043.79

Mary C. McClellan
Treasurer

General Fund 


