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                                              FAITH AND FILM
                                                   THE LONG WALK HOME

                                             March 1 – 6:00 p.m. – Room 7
Then he said to them all, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.” (Luke 9:23)

Odessa Cotter (Whoopi Goldberg) is a housekeeper who works for Miriam 
Thompson (Sissy Spacek). When Odessa honors the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 
1955 by walking nine miles to and from work, Miriam offers her a ride. This act 
puts both of their lives in danger. Their shared experiences draw them closer, and 
a deep respect and lasting friendship forms.

Transitional Associate Pastor Nomination Committee (TAPNC) Update

What is a Transitional Associate Pastor?  The word transitional is now often used to describe interim 
positions.   When Executive Presbyter Susan McGhee met with the congregation in the fall, she noted that 
given First Presbyterian’s plans to conduct an in depth mission study, something that hasn’t been done 
at FPC in almost two decades, it made sense to seek someone to fill Kim Adam’s position for a short term 
position.  This allows FPC to determine its ministry priorities for the years ahead while providing Andy a 
colleague in ministry and continuing the good work Kim was doing. Thus, Session approved moving for-
ward with a search for an associate who could serve in a transitional role for up to two years.  The Tran-
sitional Associate Pastor Nominating Committee anticipated moving very quickly in filling this position.  
Unfortunately, the life and career schedules of those in whom we are most interested, have not allowed us 
to move as fast as we hoped.

So what is happening in the search as of mid-February? The TAPNC is conducting phone interviews and 
meetings in-person when possible with potential candidates.  We also have done some reference checks, 
even as we continue to seek persons who might be a good fit for FPC.  Please continue to keep the work of 
this committee in your prayers and pray for those individuals who may be discerning if they are called to 
FPC at this time and for this position.

3/1 - Joe Harrell, Evan Darling
3/3 - Hank Ruff
3/5 - Tom Gardner
3/6 - Julie Farris
3/7 - Nona Melton
3/8 - Steve Schechter
3/10 - Dick Darling
3/12 - Jim Coppedge, Clara Voskuil
3/14 - Ann Schechter, Wes Ratliff, Cooper Harriss

3/15 - Wendy VanderZee, Garth Goodlett
3/19 - Nancy Gettinger
3/20 - Hana Elliott
3/21 - Carol McGregor, Bill Adams
3/22 - Ginny Coombs
3/25 - Dana Holy
3/27 - Eric Swank
3/29 - Bill McGregor, David Burkhart
3/30 - Jackie Posson, Sue Connell
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Earth Stewards: Too Much of a Good Thing By Norm Holy and Allan Edmonds

Toward the end of the 19th century, Swedish scientist Svante Arrhenius (winner of a Nobel prize in 1903) 
was the first to use basic physical principles to estimate the extent to which increases in atmospheric 
carbon dioxide lead to the Earth’s increasing surface temperature. Back then, when atmospheric CO2 was 
less than 300 parts per million (ppm) he even advocated adding CO2 to warm the world and create more 
farmland! Back then CO2 was increasing at about 1 ppm per decade. Little did he imagine that CO2 levels 
would start to rise dramatically in the 20th century, reaching over 410 ppm today and increasing at about 
25 ppm per decade, with no clear end in sight. Will we ever see the ideal level of around 350 ppm again? 
Even if we were to reduce net carbon emissions to zero it would take 1000 years or more!

P.S. Arrhenius’s mother was Carolina Christina Thunberg. It appears that Greta Thunburg, the seven-
teen-year old, internationally recognized, climate activist from Sweden, has climate science in her genes!

Come visit the FPC Coffee Cart                                     
Sunday, March 8

If you need any coffee, tea, or chocolate, please 
stop by the cart.  All of our Equal Exchange 
items are fair trade, organic, and delicious!  And 
all profits go toward our upcoming mission trip 
to Posoltega, Nicaragua, this June.  

It’s Time for Spring Cleaning! 

The Outreach Committee offers you a “Pop-Up” opportunity to help local asylum seekers 
being helped by Bloomington Refugee Support Network and refugees being settled in Indi-
anapolis by Exodus Refugee stock their new cabinets with cleaning supplies.  On March 1 
and 8, twelve buckets will be found in the narthex off of the parking lot.  Let’s see if we can 
fill each one with the following supplies:

- Dish soap - Sponges - Kitchen trash bags - Broom and dust pan  

- Cleaning Sprays (to clean the kitchen, bathrooms, etc)

- Windex (or any glass cleaner) - Laundry detergent 

Your generosity will give these families hope for their new lives in America.
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Sunday mornings at 9:50 a.m.

Lectionary Bible Study
This class discusses Bible passages based on the weekly Revised Common Lectionary and uses a new cur-
riculum, Feasting on the Word, to enrich the study.  Volunteers take turns leading the spirited discussion.

 March 1  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Our Limited Freedom
 March 8  NO CLASS (Join the Youth Pancake Breakfast)
 March 15  John 4:5-42   Close Encounters
 March 22  1 Samuel 16:1-13  God’s Surprising Leader
 March 29  Exekiel 37:1-14  Can These Bones Live?
Lectionary Bible Study meets in Room 5.

Faith Forum
This popular opportunity includes presentations and discussions over a range of issues and concerns that 
we face as Christians in our faith journeys.  The schedule for February Faith Forums includes:
May 1: The Outreach Committee in 2020 and How We Reach Others.    .  This discussion, led by mem-
bers of the outreach committee, will describe how we continue the work of the church on behalf of local, 
national and international partners and agencies in times of budgetary challenges.   
March 8: NO CLASS.  Join us for the Youth Pancake Breakfast .
March 15: U.S. Southern Border: Expectations, Surprises and Questions—Part 1.  Presented by Rev. Dr. 
Andrew Kort. In October 2019 Andy traveled with a group of 15 other Indiana pastors to the US Southern 
Border. While there, many expectations were met, a few surprises were experienced, and many ques-
tions were raised. More than anything, Andy discovered the border is an extremely complicated place 
with voices on multiple sides striving to tell the story of this place. He will share his experiences and 
reflections from the trip.
March 29: Preparation for Easter Music. Presented by Grant Farmer.  Back by popular demand, Grant 
introduces us to the upcoming Easter music.  Come and enjoy this exciting and interactive session.

Parents of Children Birth to 6th grade: Saturday, March 14, 5:00pm
An exciting new opportunity for all parents of children birth through 6th grade! Come join us in Lyman 
Hall on March 7 at 5:00 p.m. for food, fun, and opportunities to share concerns, resources, celebrations 
and ideas with other parents as they guide their children on their faith journeys.  On March 7 we will get 
organized—topics, speakers, etc.  Child care is available through Kids Night In (through 6th grade). Make 
your reservations by calling Crystal Ritter at (720) 260-0176. For questions about the parent session, call 
Gary Crow (812) 371-6603.  Dinner served!

Adult Education Opportunities for February
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You Gave blood.  You helped save lives.

Thank you to First Presbyterian members and friends for your blood donations and volunteer 
help at the February 13 Pat Riggins blood drive. 24 units of blood were given which saves as 
many as 72 lives.  In addition, there were 3 first time donors. Thank you!  The next blood drive at 
First Presbyterian Church will be on June 4, 2020.  Please mark your calendars. 

You Gave blood.  You helped save lives. 
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A 1970 Bloomington Snapshot: Lou Watson and Jerry Oliver were the coaching staff for the Indiana Uni-
versity men’s basketball team, Mayor Jack Hooker was in office, the detective show Mannix was Saturday 
night viewing on CBS WTTV, “Bridge over Troubled Water” by Simon & Garfunkel played on 92.3 Mhz 
WTTV-FM and the Rev. Paul Miller was our pastor here at FPC.  

Was 1970 also the year when you became a member of First Presbyterian Church?  If so, the Deacons 
would like to recognize you as a 50 year member.  Let us know by contacting either Jim Ernest at (812) 
876-6901 or james.ernest@navy.mil; or Nate Nickel at (812) 336-4274 or nickeln@bloomington.in.gov.

The group of volunteers who have been operating the soundboard during worship needs a few more 
members.  Sound board operation is not as difficult as it might appear, yet is a vital component to worship 
in our sanctuary.  Please contact Don Hollinger (812) 322-3185 - drhollinger1@comcast.net or Glen Darling 
(812) 219-9565 - glndarling@att.net, if you are interested in helping with this ministry.

Are you recuperating from an illness, surgery, birth, or loss?  We can help by providing meals for days, or 
week(s).  Contact Sergio Fernandez - sefernan@indiana.edu or Julie Strycker - stryckergj@netscape.net 
and we will organize as many meals as you and your family need.  Don’t worry that you are a bother; we 
have excellent volunteers who are happy to help. Just let us know your meal needs.

Thank you to all of you who have made pledges to the 2020 budget and also to those of you who have 
contributed your share of per capita for 2020 ($40/active member.)

The per capita has been paid; however, you may help us defray the impact on our 2020 budget by contrib-
uting your share. 

Our ability to meet the budget for 2020 will depend on the  financial support of everyone. 

There are several ways you may contribute to the work of FPC:

• You may place your contributions in the weekly offering plate

• You may contribute online using the Giving Option on the FPC web page

• You may arrange for direct transfers from your personal bank account

• You may contribute shares of stock

If you have questions about any of these, please contact Mary McClellan (812) 332-1514 or
mary@fpcbloomington.org.

Treasurer Report

Meals - Deacons

Soundboard Help

Membership
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3/9 & 3/25: The Fiber Arts Group (knitters, crocheters, weavers, spinners, quilters, cross-stitchers, sew-
ers, et al.) meets the second Monday of each month from 1:30-4:30 p.m., and on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the parlor. New members are welcome. Contact Sue Connell, (812) 
339-8768, or suerconnell@gmail.com for information.
3/14: Kids’ Night In. From 5:00-8:00 p.m. This is a ministry for children birth-2nd grade. Come hang out 
with our nursery staff for a fun night of games and creating! Please RSVP with nursery coordinator Crystal 
Ritter at crystal@fpcbloomington.org, so that she can plan for your child’s participation.
3/16: Schedule those meetings today! The April First Press newsletter deadline is Monday, March 16th.  
Please send all announcements to Sandra in the church office at sandra@fpcbloomington.org.
3/16: Theology on Tap: meets on the third Monday of each month at Chili’s (E. 3rd St.) for fellowship and 
far reaching conversation relating to practical theology. This For more info, contact Paul Rothrock at 
prothrock73@gmail.com.
3/20: Our monthly Men’s Breakfast will meet at Village Deli at 7:30 a.m. on Friday, March 16th. This will 
be our usual time for a Dutch-treat breakfast and conversation. We have no formal program and no 
advance sign-up. We hope you will join us on the 16th and all third Fridays for this time of fellowship.
3/29: FPC Book Group meets at 7:00 p.m. in the downstairs activity room in the main building at the Bell 
Trace Retirement Community off of East 10th Street. This month’s book by  Hyeon-seo Lee (with John 
David), is The Girl with Seven Names. Leader: Kathy Brown. This New York Times bestseller provides an 
extraordinary insight into life under one of the world’s most ruthless and secretive dictatorships - and the 
story of one woman’s terrifying struggle to avoid capture/repatriation and guide her family to freedom. 
When she was a child growing up in North Korea, Lee’s home was on the border of China and gave her 
some exposure to the world beyond the confines of the Hermit Kingdom. At age 17, she decided to 
escape; she could not have imagined that it would be 12 years before she was reunited with her family. 
From the Toronto Star: “Lee supplies details in straightforward prose made powerful by the horror of sim-
ple observation and with the natural suspense of a high-stakes escape…Lee’s book is the kind of page turn-
er that would make for compelling fiction and therefore it is all the more heartbreaking because it is real.”

Get Out & Get Involved
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