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                                              FAITH AND FILM
                                                   THE LONG WALK HOME

                                             February 2 – 6:00 p.m. – Room 7

Odessa Cotter (Whoopi Goldberg) is a housekeeper who works for Miriam 
Thompson (Sissy Spacek). When Odessa honors the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 
1955 by walking nine miles to and from work, Miriam offers her a ride. This act 
puts both of their lives in danger. Their shared experiences draw them closer, and 
a deep respect and lasting friendship forms.

Transitional Associate Pastor Nomination Committee (TAPNC) Update

The most frequently asked questions the TAPNC is hearing have to do with: what is a Transitional Associate 
Pastor, and what is the TAPNC doing to find that person?  
How is FPC defining a Transitional Associate Pastor?  Many of you attended the Forum in early fall with 
Executive Presbyter Susan McGhee shortly after the Session voted to move forward with a search for a 
transitional associate pastor (TAP).  At that time, Susan emphasized that a TAP is similar to an interim 
pastorate FPC has experienced during previous pastoral vacancies.  It is for a limited period of time, usually 
somewhere between one and two years, typically does not include the possibility for being hired in the 
on-going position, and the position is defined as assisting FPC through a transitional period.  
In our present search, the TAP position is much the same as Kim Adam’s position description but does 
include assisting Andy and the congregation as FPC engages in a comprehensive vision and mission assess-
ment in preparation FPC’s future.
What is the TAPNC doing to find that person?  The TAPNC first prepared the Ministry Information form that 
provides fairly extensive information about both the position and FPC.  This form had to be approved by 
our presbytery before going to the PC(USA)’s office where clergy positions are posted.  It was posted by 
the PC(USA) in November.  We also have posted the position with seminaries.  In addition, we are reach-
ing out to individuals and other organizations that may know of potential candidates.  To date, we have 
identified some individuals with interest in our position and recently conducted an interview.  Recognizing 
that individuals looking at this position typically are considering other positions as well, we will continue 
to recruit until the TAP is hired.  We all want to have the TAP start at FPC as soon as possible but recognize 
that for a number of people, the ability to begin a position takes some time.  Andy is actively involved in 
this process with the TAPNC.
We continue to seek your prayers and support as FPC seeks the right person to assist us through the next 
year or two.
Michael Williams (Chair), Gary Crow, Wes Ratliff, Saundra Tracy, Karen Watts

2/2 - Julia Strycker, Nicholas Swank
2/5 - Emily Bobo
2/7 - Steve Creech
2/8 - Mary Ellen Rothrock, Nancy Ruff, 
          Becky Rusie, Grant Prenkert
2/10 - Ava Schneider, Pennyjane Hanson
2/11 - Jean Kory
2/12 - John Stackhouse
2/14 - Bill Barrett

2/15 - Michelle Talbot
2/17 - Dea Schneider
2/18 - Carol Peterman, Judy Crow, 
             Bob Baird
2/20 - Ozzie Kort
2/21 - Greg Hepfer
2/22 - Owen Johnson
2/27 - Samantha Nickel, 
            Anna & Desmond Kort
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Earth Stewards: Our Forests Are Our Treasure By Norm Holy and Allan Edmonds

How should we manage our publicly-owned forests—both state and federal? What principles should      
apply? It’s complicated! 
The U.S. Forest Service has proposed a new Houston South Vegetation Management and Restoration   
Project, including logging over four thousand acres of the Hoosier National Forest, which eventually drains 
into Lake Monroe. They also plan to burn over thirteen thousand acres, build sixteen miles of logging 
roads, and apply herbicides on two thousand acres. We all have a stake in this process. The Indiana For-
est Alliance monitors such proposals and encourages public involvement in the decision making. Another 
Indiana advocacy group, Friends of Lake Monroe, founded in 2016, works to support water quality and 
sustainable recreation in Southern Indiana’s Lake Monroe. We highlight four areas of concern below.
Recreational impacts: The project will cause repeated closures of some popular hiking and horseback 
riding trails, during the work.
Water pollution: This is perhaps the most contentious part of the plan, which will likely increase sediment 
runoff into the South Fork of Salt Creek, which runs into Monroe Reservoir, the sole drinking water supply 
for one hundred twenty thousand people in Monroe and surrounding counties. The U.S. Forest Service 
says that its Best Management Practices will prevent water pollution, but monitoring of other logging 
sites shows this is not always true. In a Kentucky study, suspended sediments were fourteen times higher 
during the first seventeen months after cutting in a watershed. The Friends of Lake Monroe state that the 
Forest Service did not fully consider the effect to Lake Monroe in the Houston South project’s environmen-
tal assessment. The project site is about twenty-five miles east of Lake Monroe and is located on the South 
Fork watershed, which does not directly drain to the lake.
Endangered species: The project could harm at least seven species of federally or state listed bats and 
other birds, mammals, amphibians, and reptiles that are state endangered or listed as “species of special 
concern” in Indiana. In its present unlogged condition, the Houston South project area supports seven 
species of bats that are federally endangered or threatened, under consideration for this listing or state 
endangered or “species of special concern”. The proposed burns will be done after the roosting season, so 
they have little impact on bats. 
Tree Growth: The planned burns should bring about new tree growth, especially of oak and hickory, which 
are crucial to wildlife and highly valued for their lumber. 

Thank you to all of you who have made pledges to the 2020 budget and also to those of you who have 
contributed your share of per capita for 2020 ($40/active member).

• Your financial support is critical. There are several ways you may contribute to the work of FPC:
• You may place your contributions in the weekly offering plate
• You may contribute online using the Giving Option on the FPC web page
• You may arrange for direct transfers from your personal bank account
• You may contribute shares of stock

If you have questions about any of these, please contact Mary McClellan (PH: (812) 332-1514 or email: 
mary@fpcbloomington.org)

https://www.fs.usda.gov/
https://indianaforestalliance.org/
https://indianaforestalliance.org/
https://www.friendsoflakemonroe.org/
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Sunday mornings at 9:50 a.m.

Lectionary Bible Study
This class discusses Bible passages based on the weekly Revised Common Lectionary and uses a new cur-
riculum, Feasting on the Word, to enrich the study.  Volunteers take turns leading the spirited discussion.

 February 2  Matthew 5:1-12  Blessed to Be A Blessing
 February 9  Matthew 5: 13-20  Seasoning and Shining
 February 16  Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Choose Life!
 February 23  Matthew 17:1-9  Who is Jesus?

Lectionary Bible Study meets in Room 5.

Faith Forum
This popular opportunity includes presentations and discussions over a range of issues and concerns that 
we face as Christians in our faith journeys.  The schedule for February Faith Forums includes:
February 2: AntiSemitism—Part 1, History.   Presented by Gunther Jikeli, a professor in the Jewish 
Studies Program at IU, and a historian and sociologist of modern Europe, with particular interests in the 
history of antisemitism. In Part 1 he will lead a brief guided tour of the history of antisemitism.
February 9: Antisemitism—Part 2, Responding to Recent Antisemitism.  . In this follow-up Gunther Jikeli 
will discuss some the more recent manifestations of antisemitism, with an emphasis on recognizing and 
resisting it.
February 16: Monroe County United Ministries.  MCUM serves the low-income members of this com-
munity through two major programs: the Compass (Compass) Early Learning Center and the Self-Suffi-
ciency Center (SSC). Compass provides high-quality and affordable childcare to low-income families in 
Monroe County and the SSC offers basic needs assistance and support to households experience finan-
cial hardship. FPC has been a major supporter of MCUM. Come and meet Katie Broadfoot, Executive 
Director, and Mary Jean Holwager, Development Associate to learn how you can contribute to amazing 
outreach.
February 23. Saved? Bob Dylan’s Gospel 40 Years Later.  Presented by Cooper Harriss, a professor of Re-
ligious Studies at IU, as well as an adjunct in Folklore and in Ethnomusicology and a member of FPC. One 
strand of his research explores ways that vernacular music contributes to religious thought, belief, and 
practice.Faith Forum is held in Room 7.

Parents of Young Children
Stay tuned for upcoming events—dinner, child care, and discussion of issues relevant to guiding the faith 
journey of our children. 

Adult Education Opportunities for February
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Thanks to Koinonia and the Christmas Store Donors and Shoppers!

You helped bring joy not only to our FPC children, but also to many, many children 
in the Jesus of Nazareth Parish in Posoltega, Nicaragua!

The church pews are filled with the children of Posoltega on Christmas Eve.  
Thanks to the support provided by Koinonia, they each receive a small gift, 

and they celebrate at a Christmas fiesta, complete with a special meal.
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WINTER GAMES NIGHT

An evening of fun for all: for young, for old, for in between. 
Bring your date, spouse, or friend.  

Mark your calendar for an inter-generational game night, 
February 22nd, 6:30-8:30 p.m. in Lyman Hall.

There will be action games, board & card games, AND refreshments. 
We hope to see y’all there. 

Small Groups Committee

Chocolate for Valentine’s Day!  What could be better?
Buy some very delicious dark organic chocolate bars or make 
something from organic baking cocoa for that special some-
one.  You will be helping support Equal Exchange farmers and 
our church’s ongoing projects in Posoltega, Nicaragua.

Sunday, February 9, after both services
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2/8: Kids’ Night In. From 5:00-8:00 p.m. This is a ministry for children birth-2nd grade. Come hang out 
with our nursery staff for a fun night of games and creating! Please RSVP with nursery coordinator Crystal 
Ritter at crystal@fpcbloomington.org, so that she can plan for your child’s participation.
2/10 & 2/26: The Fiber Arts Group (knitters, crocheters, weavers, spinners, quilters, cross-stitchers, sew-
ers, et al.) meets the second Monday of each month from 1:30-4:30 p.m., and on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the parlor. New members are welcome. Contact Sue Connell, (812) 
339-8768, or suerconnell@gmail.com for information.
2/15: Presbyterians Outdoors - February is usually a wonderful time to experience the miracle of bird 
migration. Waterfowl of all sort tend to move north but rest on area lakes and feed in fields with residual 
grain. Bring binoculars; we plan to check out local Stillwater Marsh and Yellowwood Lake followed by hot 
beverages at Needmore Coffee. Date: February 15 (bad weather date: Feb. 25). Car pooling departure 
from FPC parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Please RSVP to Paul Rothrock prothrock73@gmail.com.
2/17: Schedule those meetings today! The March First Press newsletter deadline is Monday, February 
17th. Please send all announcements to Karla in the church office at karla@fpcbloomington.org.
2/17: Theology on Tap: meets on the third Monday of each month at Chili’s (E. 3rd St.) for fellowship and 
far reaching conversation relating to practical theology. This month’s conversation will focus on “Do politics 
belong in church? See the article 
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/opinion/do-politics-belong-church in which 11 pastors and theo-
logians weigh in. We shall gather at 6 p.m. Feb. 17. Hope to see you there. For more info, contact Paul 
Rothrock at prothrock73@gmail.com.
2/21: Our monthly Men’s Breakfast will meet at Village Deli at 7:30 a.m. on Friday, February 21st. This will 
be our usual time for a Dutch-treat breakfast and conversation. We have no formal program and no 
advance sign-up. We hope you will join us on the 21st and all third Fridays for this time of fellowship.
2/23: FPC Book Group meets at 7:00 p.m. in the downstairs activity room in the main building at the Bell 
Trace Retirement Community off of East 10th Street. This month’s book by  Catherine Kerrison is, Jefferson’s 
Daughters. Leader: Paul Rothrock. This is the remarkable untold story of Thomas Jefferson’s three 
daughters -- two white and free, one black and enslaved -- and the divergent paths they forged in a 
newly independent America. Thomas Jefferson had three daughters: Martha and Maria by his wife, Martha 
Wayles Jefferson, and Harriet by his slave, Sally Hemmings. They shared a father, but the similarities end 
there. This book recounts the journey of these three women and how their struggle to define themselves 
reflects both the possibilities and the limitations that resulted from the American Revolution. The NY 
Times Book Review says it’s “beautifully written…To a nuanced study of Jefferson’s two white daughters, 
the author innovatively adds a discussion of his only enslaved daughter. The result is a stunning if unavoid-
ably unbalanced book, combining detailed treatments of Martha’s and Maria’s experiences with imagina-
tive attempts to reconstruct Harriet’s life.” 

Get Out & Get Involved
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February 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

9/11a Worship & 
Communion
9:50a Christian Education
12p Fellowship Time &
Children’s Choir Practice
5:30p Confirmation Class 
6p Faith & Film

11:30a Congregation  
           Hour of Prayer

6:30p Deacons Meeting 6:30p Committee Night
1p PW Circle Mary
5:45p Outreach Mtg
6p Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:30p Emmaus Group 2
7p Choir Practice

5p Kids’ Night In

9/11a Worship 
9:50a Christian Education
12p Fellowship Time &
Children’s Choir Practice
5:30p Confirmation Class
6p FPC Session

1:30p Fiber Arts 
Group

2p Pat Riggins 
      Blood Drive
6p Bell Choir Rehearsal
7p Choir Practice

8:30a Presbyterians  
           Outdoors

9/11a Worship 
9:50a Christian Education
12p Fellowship Time &
Children’s Choir Practice
5:30p Confirmation Class

11:30a Emmaus   
Small Group
6p Theology on Tap

5:45p Membership 
Committee Meeting

5:45p Outreach & 
Stewardship Meeting
6p Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:30p Emmaus Group 2
7p Choir Practice

7:30a Men’s Breakfast 5p Winter Game Night

9/11a Worship 
9:50a Christian Education
12p Fellowship Time &
Children’s Choir Practice
5:30p Confirmation Class
7p FPC Book Group

6:30p Fiber Arts 
Group

6p Bell Choir Rehearsal
7p Choir Practice

Coffee Cart

First Press Deadline

Area 10 Grocery Bagging & Delivery


