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5/5 - Judith Schroeder
5/7 - Mickey Klein
5/8 - Nancy Swank
5/9 - Tim Baldwin
5/13 - Jim Rusie
5/14 - Anna Goss

The Coffee Cart will be available in the narthex on Sunday, May 5.
We will have more of the new 1 lb. bags of drip grind coffee called 

Sisters’ Blend, honoring women coffee farmers who are active 
in their cooperatives, and more Green Tea!

Equal Exchange coffee, tea, and chocolate products are fair trade, organic, 
and delicious!  And all profits go toward our mission in Posoltega, Nicaragua.  

Faith & Film

Faith, Film....and Food** (again!)
May 5

6:00 p.m., Room 7
Our selection for May is The Hundred-Foot Journey (2014), with Helen 
Mirren, Om Puri, and Manish Dayal. The Kadam family flees unrest in India, 
and arrives in France, where they open an Indian restaurant, directly across 
the road from a haute cuisine restaurant. The resulting rivalry escalates until 
it goes too far. A bridging of sides initiated by three of the people involved 
encourages an understanding that will change both sides forever.

** No actual food will be served at this viewing. 

5/15 - Lidetta Matthen
5/16 - Tom Sechrist
            Calvin Prenkert
5/18 - Jon Chickedantz
5/19 - Yvonne Reinier
            Sylvia Garrison

5/22 - Baleigh Goodlett
5/23 - Martin Burkhead
5/25 - Eva Harriss
5/26 - Bob Rout
5/31 - Phyllis Little
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Bicentennial Task Force 

Tee Shirts will again be for sale Sunday, May 5th in the narthex.  $10, cash or check.
Time Line Quiz - answers on page 5.
1.  What was the population of Bloomington in FPC’s founding year of 1819?
2.  According to Amanda Maxwell Hughes’ printed recollections of our first church 
     building, what element of comfort was debated among members?
3.  For what anniversary of FPC was Adeline Brengle’s superb history of FPC written?
4.  When did FPC first establish a campus ministry and staff at I.U.?
5.  What was the connection between first I.U. President Andrew Wylie and FPC?

Grant Prenkert ◊ Rebecca Johnson ◊ Karon Wingard
Sam Emory ◊ Kiah Burkhead ◊ Krista Rodkey
Colleen Dixon ◊ Sue Shelden ◊ Jim Dunning
Bruce Bennett ◊ The People of Nicaragua

Introducing a New Welcome Ministry – Join A Team Today 
                                         I was a stranger and you welcomed me in.   Matthew 25: 35 

In the spirit of that familiar passage from the book of Matthew, a recent emphasis in our Membership 
Committee has been to seek ways to make FPC an exceptionally welcoming community.  Toward that 
end, this Spring we are launching a new welcome ministry and our hope is that you might like to join 
in that charge.   The impetus for the program was the heartwarming memories so many of us have of 
arriving at church on Sunday morning and being welcomed at the door by Barbara Burkhead.  No one 
could ever fully mirror the warmth and hospitality that emanated from Barbara, of course, so our goal is 
to spread our welcoming message across a rotating cast of greeters. 

More specifically, the plan is to replicate our ushering structure whereby we have a team of greeters 
assigned to each Sunday of the month.  The job of the greeter spans just 15 minutes or so before church 
and 15 minutes after -- and the responsibility is simply to warmly greet worshipers as they enter our 
building.  There will be no monthly meetings or other commitments and our expectation is to have a 
deep bench so getting a substitute will be a quick and easy task.  The result is that becoming a greeter 
involves only a very modest commitment of time (one Sunday a month) and yet a chance to make a real 
difference in the welcoming culture of our church.

Eleanor Roosevelt once magically noted that “true hospitality is giving the best of yourself to your 
guests”  and we believe that this new welcome ministry is an opportunity for us to do just that.  We are 
now actively seeking greeters to bring this ministry to life and ask that you prayerfully consider joining a 
team.  If you are interested, please contact Andy at andy@fpcbloomington.org, Kim at 
kim@fpcbloomington.org or any member of our Membership Committee: 
Tim Baldwin at baldwint@indiana.edu, Sue Connell at suerconnell@gmail.com, Carol Avenson at 
cpavenson@gmail.com or Gail Dunning at gdunning45@sbcglobal.net.

       Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.  Peter 4: 9

Membership Committee
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The Faith Forum meets on Sunday mornings between services, 9:50 a.m. to 10:50 a.m., in Room 7. 
We have presentations on a wide variety of issues and concerns. All are welcome.
May 5. Aliens Among Us: The Exuberance of Insect Biology in South Central Indiana. Presented by Armin 
Moczek, IU professor of biology. What are some of the important insects in our neck of the woods? How have they 
developed? Why are they important? What do they do all day? How are they responding to climate change?
May 12. “Hell.” Rev. Andy Kort discusses his interpretation of Hell. What is the Biblical understanding of Hell? 
What is the history of the idea of Hell? Who is going to Hell? Why does it matter?
May 19. “Hell.” Rev. Andy Kort continues his presentation about hell.
May 26. Evaluation and Planning. Meet with members of the Adult Christian Education Committee. Grab a cup of 
coffee and stop by to review programs from the last year and brainstorm ideas for next year. What would you like 
to discuss next fall?

May Faith Forum

                                          
         Last day of Sunday Church School 
                                                                                       and Teacher Recognitions is May 26th        
                                                                                            Have a fun and safe summer!

                                     is May 5th!

Join us for an hour of lively learning on Sunday mornings!
Sunday morning Christian Education for ages 3 and up begins at 9:50 a.m.

Nursery care is available for children ages 3 and under
The Common Place - grades 8-12 - uses a variety of lessons from the Thoughtful Christian. 
Meet in room 24.
•  Teaching Team: Carol Barrett, Dave Grossman, Nathan Ernest, Mary Burch Ratliff 
    & Meagan Williams

May Schedule
•  5/5 – No Sunday School – Youth Sunday
•  5/12 – Same-Sex Marriage
•  5/19 – Forming a Healthy Relationship
•  5/26 – That Mission Trip was Fun, Now What?

                           All Godly Play classes gather in Walker Hall room 210 at 9:50 a.m.

Godly Play - Three classes designed to meet the needs of each age group. After each 
class, parents will receive what are called “parent pages” that correspond to the lesson 
for a resource as you continue the conversation at home.

•  Tweens - grades 5-7. Meet in room 209 (Upper Walker Hall)
•  Teaching Team: Jo Ann Main, Carol McGregor, Cathy McFarland, Ann Schechter & Cyndi Johnson

•  Lower Elementary - grades 1-4. Meet in room 208 (Upper Walker Hall)
•  Teaching Team: Heidi Darling, Kathy Hollinger, Sarah McKenney, Julie Strycker, 

    Wendy Vanderzee & Cyndi Johnson
•  Ages 3 - Kindergarten - Meet in room 101 (Lower Walker Hall)

•  Teaching Team: Jason Adams, Karen Hahn, Sarah Harriss, Tressa Rauh & Cyndi Johnson
May Schedule

•  5/5 – Knowing Jesus in a New Way II & III (Youth Sunday, grades 6 and up)
•  5/12 – Knowing Jesus in a New Way III & IV
•  5/19 – Knowing Jesus in a New Way V
•  5/26 – Knowing Jesus in a New Way VI
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Earth Stewards by Allan Edmonds and Norm Holy
Where are the insects?
It’s spring and our thoughts turn to … bugs. When we think of insects, we often think of pests like 
termites, mosquitoes, and ants. But we also think of monarch butterflies and honey bees. We know 
some insects are struggling, like the bees and the butterflies, as they try to adapt to human interference 
and climate change. But more generally, insects of all sorts form a mostly unseen but crucial link in our 
food chain. Scientists have begun to document a worrisome, dramatic fall-off in the numbers of insects in 
many places around the globe. Some of this work is described in a remarkable article called “The Insect 
Apocalypse Is Here” that appeared last November in the New York Times Sunday Magazine at 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/27/magazine/insect-apocalypse.html. We will have an opportunity 
to find out more about what’s happening in our own back yard on Sunday, May 5. IU biology professor 
and entomologist Armin Moczek will be speaking in the Faith Forum on Aliens among us: The exuberance 
of Insect Biology in South Central Indiana.

God has been faithful to us, and we are called to faithfully respond.  When we listen to others’ stories, 
pray for their needs and give generously, we follow the example of our creator who is in the words of    
“A Brief Statement of Faith,” “Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs 
to welcome the prodigal home.”
Since 1922 the Presbyterian Women’s birthday offering has helped fund mission project that improve 
lives. This year Birthday offering recipients are:  

Disaster Respond Team – Charlotte, North Carolina $100,000
Effingham Child Development Center (Inclusive Playground) – Effingham, Illinois $100,000
Presbyterian Homes and Services of Kentucky (Good Shepherd Community Nursing Center 
Residents) – Phelps, Kentucky $119,000
Wings of Refuge (Restoration Home) – Iowa Falls, Iowa $120,000

While technology and communication lines have changed, Presbyterian Women’s commitment to 
mission has not.  We still need your support to fund more projects like the ones above that were 
selected for 2019. If you wish to see a YouTube presentation follow: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/PresbyterianWomen.  
We ask that you give as you have been blessed, generously and as led by the Holy Spirit.  Please give a 
birthday offering by the end of May by giving at your circle meeting or putting a check marked for “PW 
Birthday Offering” in the office, collection plate or give directly online at:

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/giving-funding/give/birthday-offering/      
Contact Gail Dunning, PW Treasurer, if you have any questions at gdunning45@sbcglobal.net

2019 Birthday Offering of Presbyterian Women

Quiz Answers
1.  140.  A year later in 1820 Bloomington’s population had more than doubled to 300.
2.  Stoves for heating in cold weather.  Some believed it best to mortify the flesh to save the soul.  Founding    
     member Dr. David Maxwell, Amanda’s father, was glad to see stoves included in the building, since as a           
     physician he was considering the bodies as well as the souls.
3.  125th anniversary in 1944, though not published.  Her 1967 addendum in a letter to an FPC friend explained 
     painful events which led her to stop with 1913.
4.  In 1912, with Rev. Thomas R. White serving full time as campus pastor.  He had been minister to FPC from  
     1907-1911.
5.  Wylie was also FPC pastor from 1829-1834.
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Smell the Roses by Pat Stackhouse

Winter has passed and now spring is here.  I am in the habit of looking out the 
window.  Does this seem like a waste of time just looking out the window?  I can see 
the woods from my window.  I believe we all need to relax and find peace 
somewhere.
Trees are sprouting leaves.  I wonder how in the world I have never noticed spring 
coming on.
We rush through life and we fail to notice the little things and the beauty in them.  
Have you ever listened to the bird singing his heart out?  Listen to his song.
Have you ever stopped to smell the lovely scent of a flower?  Many are now coming in bloom.  God has 
put beauty in our way.  Take time to view the little things as well as the things we spend money to view.
The first thing people say when you ask people how they are is “busy.”  Just once I was happy to hear 
something different.
My brother, a minister, is now retired.  I asked him the other day how he was enjoying life.  He lives on a 
lake. He answered, “Enjoying life.”
When asked, “What do you do all day?”
He said, “Oh a little fishing.”
He had found the key to peace.  We all need to slow down and “smell the roses” along the way.

Besides cleaning, repairing, painting, and updating our building and grounds, we also monitor our energy 
usage. Natural gas and electricity are big items in our budget and have to be paid. The more we can save 
on these expenses, the more we have for programs, including mission and outreach. 
In our worst year 2014 we spent more than $44,000 on utilities. Now, having installed a high efficiency 
gas boiler and a lot of LED lighting and other measures like automatic switches and higher efficiency 
appliances in the kitchen, our most recent 12 month total bill was about $28,000. We can see that our 
investment in the boiler and the LED lightning, both of which had a large up front cost, has been well 
worth it. It only took a couple years to recoup the upfront investments.
Our annual total gas and electricity cost has dropped from around $44,000 to around $30,000. We still 
have quite a way to go to match the efficiency of more modern buildings. Projects for the future might 
include zoneable thermostats, solar panels, and high efficiency air conditioners. 

Property Committee Notes by Allan Edmonds

In the most recent 12 month period 
our electricity cost about $18,500 
and our gas cost about $9,200, so 
we’re spending about twice as much 
on electricity (lighting and cooling) 
as on gas (heating). Here’s a graph 
showing total utility cost for the last 
six 12-month periods ending March 
31 each year.
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Report from the Treasurer - 3/31/2019

General Fund     $20,455.66
Special Funds  $ 50,920.02
Reserve Fund $11,157.77
Endowment (New Covenant Funds)  $78,080.26
Capital Campaign Fund  $52,941.84
Capital Campaign Mortgage $(306,732.22)

Parking Lot Fund $50,033.56
Parking Lot Mortgage $(250,000.00)

CDs
93222825 (exp. 2/7/2020) @ .25%   $50,521.64
IUCD (13 month APY: 2.5%)  $10,027.78
IUCD (13 month APY: 2.5%)  $30,083.35

Notes: 
First Presbyterian Church owes $15,560 for per 
capita in 2019.  To date we have received $4,356 
from members of the congregation.  Please consid-
er joining them.  By doing so you can help reduce 
the the burden on our operating fund in a signif-
icant way.  If you have questions, please contact 
Mary McClellan at 
mary@fpcbloomington.org or (812) 332-1514.
What we are able to accomplish in 2019 will 
depend on how close we are able to get to our 
pledge goal of $561,817.  If you have not made a 
pledge or are not sure if you submitted a pledge 
card, please contact Mary McClellan.  Cards are 
available in the pews and the narthexes.

Get Out & Get Involved

5/5 & 5/22: The Fiber Arts Group (knitters, crocheters, weavers, spinners, quilters, cross-stitchers, sew-
ers, et al.) meets the second Monday of each month from 1:30-4:30 p.m., and on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the parlor. New members are welcome. Contact Sue Connell, (812) 
339-8768, or suerconnell@gmail.com for information.
5/11: Kids’ Night In. From 5:00-8:00 p.m. This is a ministry for children birth-2nd grade. Come hang out 
with our nursery staff for a fun night of games and creating! Please RSVP with nursery coordinator Crystal 
Ritter at crystal@fpcbloomington.org, so that she can plan for your child’s participation.
5/17: Our monthly Men’s Breakfast will meet at Village Deli at 7:30 a.m. on Friday, May 17th. This will be 
our usual time for a Dutch-treat breakfast and conversation. We have no formal program and no advance 
sign-up. We hope you will join us on the 17th and all third Fridays for this time of fellowship.
5/20: Schedule those meetings today! The June First Press newsletter deadline is Monday, May 20th. 
Please send all announcements to Karla in the church office at karla@fpcbloomington.org.
5/20: Theology on Tap: Join us for fellowship and informal topical discussion on May 20th, 6:00 p.m. at 
Chili’s, E. 3rd Street. Discussion will focus on America’s civil religion: 
www.missioalliance.org/four-things-need-know-american-civil-religion. For more information contact 
Paul Rothrock at prothrock73@gmail.com. 
5/26: FPC Book Group meets at 7:00 p.m. in the downstairs activity room in the main building at the 
Bell Trace Retirement Community off of East 10th Street. This month’s book by Amor Towles is Rules of           
Civility. Leader: Lou Moir. Set in New York City in 1938, this is the story of a watershed year in the life of 
an uncompromising 25-year-old named Katey Kontent. Armed with little more than a formidable intellect, 
a bracing wit, and her own brand of cool nerve, Katey embarks on a journey from a Wall Street secretarial 
pool through the upper echelons of New York society in search of a brighter future. Elegant and capti-
vating, the novel turns a Jamesian eye on how spur-of-the-moment decisions define life for decades to 
come. It is also a love letter to a great American city at the end of the Depression.
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May 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

5:30p Communication Mtg
5:30p Parking Lot Mtg
5:45p Outreach Mtg
6:30p Committee Night

1p PW Circle Mary
6:30p Emmaus Group 2
7p Choir Practice

9/11a Worship & Communion
9:50a Christian Education
12p Fellowship Time & Chil-
dren’s Choir Practice
12p Special Session Mtg
6p Faith & Film

11:30a Emmaus   
Small Group

6:30p Deacons Mtg 7p Choir Practice 5p Kids’ Night In

9/11a Worship 
9:50a Christian Education
12p Fellowship Time & 
Children’s Choir Practice
6p FPC Session

1:30p Fiber Arts 
Group

12p PW Luncheon
7p PW Koinonia Circle

6:30p Missing Peace 6:30p Emmaus Group 2
7p Choir Practice

7:30a Men’s Breakfast

9/11a Worship 
9:50a Christian Education
12p Fellowship Time & 
Children’s Choir Practice

11:30a Emmaus   
Small Group
1:30p Bicentennial Task 
Force Meeting
6p Thelolgy on Tap

4p Membership 
Committee

6:30p Fiber Arts 
Group

7p Choir Practice

9/11a Worship 
9:50a Christian Education
12p Fellowship Time & 
Children’s Choir Practice
7p FPC Book Group

10:00a Interfaith 
Friends: Saving the 
Earth - UU Church

Coffee Cart

Youth Sunday

First Press Deadline Area 10 Grocery Bagging & Delivery


